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During the 2002-2003 academic year, members of the Academic Information Services Advisory Committee (AISAC) met to advance the charge of the committee, that being to make recommendations regarding library collections and policies and services of AIS, and to support and foster faculty and  student research, especially the use of library resources in the library, archives, and academic computing.  

The committee addressed the following two issues this year:

· Does this committee serve a necessary role?

After discussion, the committee concluded that its role is relevant and necessary to maintaining and advancing the work of AIS and other aspects of the committee’s charge.  Although no issues were brought forward to the committee this year, the historic role of the committee has aided and promoted AIS through recommendations regarding budget and staffing, for example.  The committee is an important vehicle for responding to issues as they arise.

· How can we solicit concerns relative to the charge of the committee within the academic community?

In light of conclusions reached in discussion of the first issue, the committee composed a document which was sent to academic faculty and administration to explain the charge of our committee, to identify contact persons if issues needed to be brought before this committee, and to solicit such issues.  The committee felt newer faculty might not be as aware of this avenue.  The document was sent during Winter 2003, and at the present time the committee has received no response of any issues to consider.  The document is attached.

Academic Information Services Advisory Committee


The Academic Information Services Advisory Committee (AISAC) is charged by the Academic Senate to “make recommendations regarding collections, policies and services of AIS; to support and foster faculty and student research, especially the use of resources in the library, archives, and academic computing.”  Academic Information Services consists of the following units and functions:

Lydia Olson Library - collects books, journals and other materials, provides access to numerous electronic databases, equips each academic department with a liaison librarian who assists with library instruction, collection development and library-related concerns.  (See list at  http://www.nmu.edu/olsonlibrary/LIAISONS.HTM);  

Academic Computing Services (ACS) - provides students and faculty with information and support related to the computing environment at NMU (http://www.acs.nmu.edu);

Instructional Media Services (IMS) - provides instructors with audio/visual materials and equipment in their classrooms (http://faculty.nmu.edu/ims/);

Instructional Technology - supports faculty efforts to integrate technologies into teaching, learning and research (http://www-instruct.nmu.edu/it/it.htm);

University and Area Archives (Archives) manages university and historical materials relating to Northern Michigan University and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan (http://www.nmu.edu/olsonlibrary/archives/index.htm).

AISAC acts in a liaison capacity to represent the faculty by making recommendations to the Academic Senate. The Committee is particularly interested in questions, suggestions or concerns you may have regarding the information, resources, instructional and interpretative consulting services provided by AIS to support the teaching, research and outreach missions of you, your department, and the university.  To that end, AISAC encourages faculty to contact current members (listed below) with any issues that might be addressed.  We thank you!
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