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ETRPC (Educational Technology  Resources and Policy Committee is made up of one representative from each academic department and standing members representing: Academic Computing, IMS (Instructional Media Services), ADIT (Administration Information Technology Technical Services), Olson Library, The Instructional Technologist, two student representatives and the Vice-President for Academic Affairs.  One of the strongest factors of this group is that all departments have a representative to ensure that their particular needs for technology can be addressed.  Some of the most valuable work of this committee is that information is shared quickly to and from the various parts of campus.  ETRPC met approximately every other Friday at 11 AM during the Fall and Winter semesters.  During this academic year, Dave Donovan served as committee chair and Diane Sautter served as committee secretary.
During the academic year (2003-2004) there were three main visible accomplishments of this committee:

I. 
The creation of a web-page outlining strategies for faculty and staff to deal with the increasingly 
important issues of appropriate uses of laptops in the classroom.  This website is at: 

http://www-instruct.nmu.edu/it/faculty/laptopuse.htm   This was created at the suggestion of Vice-President for Academic Affairs and Provost Dr. Alfred Joyal, who asked ETRPC and the TLAC (Teaching and Learning Advisory Committee) to consider this issue.  This issue was discussed at a number of meetings of ETRPC, we participated in a workshop sponsored by the CITE where this issue was discussed with faculty members outside of ETRPC, and the above mentioned link was emailed to all faculty and staff later in the Winter 2004 semester.  It is planned that this link will be sent out again at the start of Fall semesters by the current chair of ETRPC.
II. The creation and description of two new prizes to be awarded recognizing innovations involving the laptops at NMU.  The Office of the Vice-President for Academic Affairs has agreed to provide the funds specified for the prizes.  These new awards should begin during the Fall 2004 semester.  For students in each semester $300 will be awarded for Technological Sophistication, $300 for Learning Improvement, and $300 for Other Innovative Uses. (Total $1,800 a year).  For faculty in Winter semester $300 will be awarded for teaching improvement, $300 for research applications, and $300 for community-wide information outreach services. (Total $900 a year).
III. ETRPC has created a definition of a “Hi-Tech Learning Environment”.  This was done by request of the Vice-President for Academic Affairs. This is a phrase which appears in the university mission statement, so it was felt that a definition of this phrase is probably worth having.  In creating this definition we were asked to do so without regard to how well NMU currently meets such a definition.  The definition decided upon was a dynamic definition that may change over time rather than a static definition.  With the reality that technology is constantly changing, it was felt that trying to be too specific in such a definition would result in a definition that was nearly impossible to remain valid for any length of time.
In addition to these three major accomplishments, during our biweekly meetings the following issues were discussed in various depth and details: WebCT issues, Teaching with Technology Conference, issues involving confidentiality/privacy issues and computers, spy-ware problems, wireless connection problems, help desk issues, key-server issues, Apple Notebook issues, Mediasite Live, List-Server issues, MYNMU issues, Electronic Portfolios, software for secure testing and others.  As mentioned previously, it is often these discussions about very specific things which many committee members find as the most useful part of being on this committee.

For the academic year 2004-2005, the committee has selected both Dave Donovan and Diane Sautter to continue their respective positions on the committee.  It is clear that the current committee list is badly outdated and Chair Donovan is going to contact all departments and verify whom their representative on the committee is.  Hopefully, the membership list can be validated this way.  
The committee was asked by Vice-President Joyal to continue our work on the definition of “Hi-Tech Learning Environment” by now considering how well NMU is doing with the created definition.  As always the committee will examine issues relating to technology that is brought to our attention by anyone on campus.

If you require more detailed information, please feel free to contact me.
