




ETRPC Meeting






01_19_07

Present: Mark Flaherty (Music; Chair); Diane Sautter (English; secretary); John Bruggink (Biology); Greg Coverdale (Education);  Dave Donovan (Physics); Felicia Flack (AdhIT); Chris Kirk (HYPER); John Limback (Academic Computing); Kathy Saville (Instructional Technology).
Minutes: Donovan moved and Saville seconded to approve minutes of December 1.

Reports
1. Response from faculty to laptop use link was positive and appreciated.  Note the link had to be moved from the old instruct server and is now located at http://it.nmu.edu/Faculty/laptopuse.htm

2. Appreciation to Karl Mulder, AdIT for assistance in creating a flexible roster report for faculty use at http://myweb.nmu.edu/faculty.
Academic Computing (Limback)
1. Limback announced the new Instruct server is up and running and faculty have successfully moved their files Microsoft is dropping the FrontPage product and is replacing it with a product called Expressions.  A survey will be conducted with faculty as to web-editing use.

2. Donovan asked about licensing Dreamweaver and that might be a possibility but more will be known once the survey is completed.

3. The FrontPage server with the FrontPage extensions will be removed.

4. Thirty (30) additional Macs had to be ordered for the Winter 07 semester.

5. Podcasting recording equipment is now available from Instructional Media Services.

Instructional Technology:  Saville had nothing new to report today.

On Sakai: Sakai works well for collaboration on projects and does not require a lot of instruction.

Many schools use it for distance learning (University of South Africa has 250,000 students using Sakai for its distance learning program). With Sakai, what’s there is what you get – no real support for Sakai users. 

On Blackboard – B.B. has filed for and received a patent being the instrument for people involved in elearning – Sakai has protested this patent.  The litigation now is concerned with understanding what specifically the patent is on.  

We have the hardware and can download Sakai as soon as there is interest.  Sakai is not presently loaded on NMU hardware.  Year three for WebCT starts in July, so NMU will be reconsidering what to use for web courses.    A platform change would be best done over 18 months.  Support for Blackboard (WebCT 6) is not fast – it can take months to problem solve. 

On Open Source-- Advantages with open source:  NMU can manipulate everything. Open source requires a “common denominator” structure.

Old Business

a) Course Management Systems (above and from Saville)

b) Empower faculty in negotiations with textbook publishers (in regard to supplemental materials) –

Workshop collaboration w/TLC and AAUP.  This will be an information workshop.  Check to see if anyone is using epacks on your department.  ETRPC supports the workshop.
a) Appropriate Use. Saville suggests that a section on cheating be added to the Appropriate Use document. 

Query people in your departments concerning issues with cheating with WebCT.

Good of the Order:  No comments.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Diane Sautter

