



ETRPC Meeting










Sept. 8, 2006
Present:  Mark Flaherty(Chair); Diane Sautter (Secretary); Mike Burgmeier (Library); C.R. DeJong (Sociology); Dave Donovan (Physics); John Ejnik (Chemistry); Felicia Flack (ADIT); Chris Kirk (HYPER); Stephan Larson (Art and Design); John Limback (Academic Computing); Kathy Saville (Instructional Technology).
Minutes: Moved by Donovan and seconded by Larson, the minutes of the meeting of April 28 were approved as amended.
Announcements

Academic Computing (Limback)
Faculty problems with new computers on Think Pad side and Mac side: Various “fixes” have been applied to the R-60 Think Pads.  Some Mac computers will be arriving next week from a recently placed order.  

On the positive side, many faculty do not need assistance with their new computers.  Some issues for faculty occur because faculty need to back up their important data files periodically, and not just when they are swapping computers.  

Donovan mentioned that non-standard programs can be hard to back up, since they are not backed up frequently like data files.  He suggested that faculty be able to keep the old computer and new computer simultaneously to transfer custom programs. He also 
mentioned that the support was not as strong as some faculty hoped it would be.  Donovan said that he will ask people who have made comments to him report their issues about the new computers to Help Desk directly.

Limback has had no negative comments about the Help Desk in the crunch of work this fall.  He added that on hardward problems, AC didn’t know about the problems until people had come up to tell about them.  Some faculty members were frustrated because solutions were not available right away (Bios and Replicator problems are in this category.)  However, ferreting out the issues took time.
Saville mentioned that Think Advantage on the new computers has capabilities we haven’t explored yet.
It would be helpful to have a list of things faculty either had trouble with or need as this helps in planning future.  Limback requested that we go back to our colleagues and ask for contributions to a list of troubles and needs.
Saville (Instructional Technology)
The new version of WebCT seems to be liked by many; 740 courses are on WebCT.   Saville has a large number of e-mails to respond to and is running a few days behind.

Saville also described the back-up practices for the 740 courses. 

Old Business

White Paper on University courses: Donovan is working on a more complete version of last year’s draft.
Social Security Numbers: What will be done on this issue is still in process.

New Business

Appropriate Use:   The guidelines for Appropriate Use are in the WebCT internet site.

Joyal has said that restrictions on computer use in classes are confusing to students if these restrictions are expressed differently by different faculty members.  At present, this committee has suggested that faculty handle their issues individually, and  consult the WebCT site for help.
It might be appropriate for faculty to include a section on their syllabi on technology use in their classes.  TLAC is preparing a set of videos on teaching, and it might be appropriate for ETPRC to partner with them on a video on appropriate use of computers in the classroom. 

Other On-line Issues:  The On-Line Infrastructure Committee and the Faculty subcommittee are dealing with some issues for on-line courses (how students link through the NMU website to enroll in courses, etc.)  

Input from Departments:  This is a good time to get a list of concerns from people in the Departments.  Request that people in your departments contribute their comments.

Saville suggested that a discussion of students posting their class notes for other students to use might be an area of discussion for the committee.

Recording Faculty Accomplishments:  Faculty may be recording their accomplishments (publications etc.) on-line.  The system is already developed through the college of business.  The system has now been redone through Oracle:  it’s called “The Professional Development system” at present.

Meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Diane Sautter, secretary

