MINUTES

ETRPC Meeting 
September 07, 2007
Present:  Paul Andronis (Psychology), Mike Burgmeier (Secretary,Library), Greg Coverdale (Education), Dave Donovan (Physics), John Ejnik (Chemistry), Felicia Flack (ADIT), Mark Flaherty (Chair, Music), John Limback (Academic Computing), John Rebers (Biology), Kathy Saville (Instructional Technology).

Approval of Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of April 27: Donovan/Saville.  Minutes approved.
Chair
Flaherty attended the Academic Senate meeting for committee chairs in August.  ETRPC will continue to administer the TLC Awards.  Flaherty will meet with Susan Koch to discuss if any changes to the current awards program should be made.
Academic Computing (John Limback)

Limback reported there have been numerous problems with wireless connectivity on the new laptops.  They are working with Lenovo to address the problem and hope to have a fix next week.  Donovan and others reported there have been connectivity problems in West Science.
Limback indicated that the university went with the antivirus software Kaspersky on the new laptops because it is a better product and they were having trouble with Symantec.
Limback indicated they hope to do more testing of the laptop image each summer before distribution including involving students in the testing process.

Instructional Technology (Kathy Saville)

Saville mentioned that she is running the latest version of WebCT, 6.2.  This version has the ability for branding.  We will keep the WebCT name for now but Saville will look into branding for easier name recognition.
Unfinished Business

None.
New Business
Faculty Web Server:  Flaherty received an email from Lindsay concerned about having to move web pages from the faculty server to myweb.  Limback indicated this is not the case.  Academic Computing does encourage moving web pages dealing with instructional content to the instruct server.
Online Lab Course:  Flaherty polled the committee to determine if ETRPC should take up the issue of online courses with labs.  The consensus is that CUP or the Academic Senate would be a more appropriate place to resolve the issues concerning online courses that have labs associated with them.
New Input from Departments: Flaherty encouraged members to communicate with colleagues in their department and to bring issues to the ETRPC.
Donovan indicated that he recently meet with a sales rep promoting a new clicker for audience response in the classroom.  Donovan reported that numerous improvements have been made that might make them more attractive to faculty.  Saville indicated that we should standardize a model across campus if there is enough interest.  Rebers indicated that the current setup is problematic, including the amount of time it takes to set up.  If it could be implemented like getting a CD player from IMS then it might be used more.  Flaherty suggested that people consult with their colleagues and report back to ETPRC so we can gauge whether there is enough interest to pursue.
Good of the Order:

Rebers is looking for a way students can contribute to a shared excel spreadsheet.  It was suggested that a wiki might work.  

Saville pointed out the photo rosters page available in faculty services of MyWeb, http://myweb.nmu.edu/faculty. Look for the options button in order to change the size of the image and how they display on the page.  You can also select which fields you want to download through the options button located on the student rosters page.
Flack would like for us to look at my.nmu.edu from a faculty standpoint and offer suggestions for improvements.  Flack asks that everyone review my.nmu.edu and bring your laptop to the next meeting.
Saville mentioned the latest version of Camtasia Studio (version 4) is available in the CITE.  Camtasia is a screen capture and recording technology.  Many improvements have been made in this latest release making it even easier to create training and instructional videos. Saville did a demo this summer and there is a demo on the http://it.nmu.edu/webct/ website.

Donovan suggested we look for ways to increase communication with faculty and to have this repeated throughout the year.  For example, there are 4 different places to get class roster emails but each has different benefits.  How can we communicate this information better?  Let’s discuss in ETRPC.

Saville has started a community of online teachers.  Watch for future announcements about activities and how to become involved with this group.
Meeting adjourned 12:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mike Burgmeier, Secretary 
