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RTTP Pedagogy and the Game Development Conference
The third annual Reacting to the Past (RTTP) Game Development Conference (GDC), hosted by Simpson College in Des Moines in July 2014, will bring together pedagogical professionals looking to incorporate an interactive and immersive pedagogy into their classroom.  The RTTP Consortium, a group of more than 40 colleges and universities that have developed the RTTP pedagogy, sponsors the conference.

RTTP consists of elaborate games, set in the past, in which students are assigned roles informed by classic texts in the history of ideas. Class sessions are run entirely by students; instructors advise and guide students and grade their oral and written work. It seeks to draw students into the past, promote engagement with big ideas, and improve intellectual and academic skills.

Pioneered in the late 1990s by Mark C. Carnes, Professor of History at Barnard College, RTTP games, currently published by Pearson Education are set in the past, and thus might be regarded as history, but each game also explores multiple additional disciplines. Part of the intellectual appeal of RTTP is that it transcends disciplinary structures. In addition to games currently published in the RTTP Series (Longman), the consortium seeks to expand the curriculum by supporting faculty workshops and collaboration on new game designs, such as the one at Simpson College, that explore a variety of historical moments in the humanities and sciences.

The success of the pedagogy in engaging undergraduate students has been confirmed by faculty reports, student evaluations, and independent observations. The pedagogy has also been the subject of formal double-blind assessment studies conducted on multiple campuses. The studies show that  RTTP students, when compared with those enrolled in other general education courses, improved in certain salient categories associated with learning, including the development of an appreciation of multiple points of view on controversial topics and a belief in the malleability of human characteristics over time and across contexts. Speaking skills also improved substantially.

RTTP received the 2004 Theodore Hesburgh Award for pedagogical innovation. The project has been awarded developmental support from the Christian A. Johnson Endeavor Foundation, the Teagle Foundation, and FIPSE (U.S. Department of Education).
 RTTP has also been featured in Change magazine, the Chronicle Review, the New York Times, the Chronicle of Higher Education; the Christian Science Monitor; and elsewhere.
 Yet only a handful of professors at NMU have been trained in the RTTP pedagogy, which has proven highly successful especially in honors and history programs.  
As universities and students race to create and take massive on-line courses, we may be overlooking a basic cause of this phenomenon: classes are all too often dull. Perhaps the answer is not simply to replicate teacher-centered pedagogies on-line but instead to re-orient the system towards learner-centered delivery. Uploading an existing model will have little to no positive impact on the actual process of learning (and thus on outcomes) since it fails to alter the underlying dynamic that proves so disengaging to our students.  RTTP, however, breaks entirely with the assumption that the teacher-student relationship must rely on teacher control and students’ passive consumption. 

Yes, the buzzword “active learning” has lost meaning due to overuse and abuse. Yet, research consistently reveals that teamwork, problem solving, and indeterminacy in expected results produces the highest degree of student engagement and consequent learning and retention. The RTTP model not only is built entirely on these premises, it also introduces two radical elements.  First, it creates a climate of competitive play that pushes the student teams; the teams and individuals want to win the game and push themselves to master the necessary material to present their arguments in class. This competition is not about the grade since “winning” does not result in a higher grade; one can fail to reach one’s character’s victory objectives and still have played masterfully, earning the highest possible grade. Indeed, student’s quickly stop asking about their grade during the games (even though all of their work, from participation, to public speaking, to their mandatory writing is graded) and focus instead on how to win, which, not surprisingly, requires participation, pubic speaking, and writing in thesis-driven, evidence-based forms.

Second, the model replicates the subversive identity culture in which almost all contemporary students are immersed; they already socialize largely through their virtual identities and avatars in increasingly numerous and integrated on-line venues. RTTP uses this social reality and simply academicizes its content. It creates a subversive academic subculture in which students adopt roles, take over the classroom, and shape the outcomes, but all within the learning outcomes expectations of the professor.  
In short, RTTP can serve as a powerful weapon in the professor’s and university’s arsenal to greatly enhance student engagement in the classroom experience. To that end, I am currently under contract to develop a RTTP game entitled The End of the Weimar Republic: Germany, 1930-1932. I presented the concept at the 14th RTTP Annual Faculty Conference at Barnard College in June 2013, where the idea was formally approved for development. I also presented at the RTTP Game Development Conference later in the summer. Thus, while the proposal process for the conference in the summer 2014 has not yet been open, the standing policy is that priority for presentation is given to projects that have already been approved and play tested. Play testing will occur in winter 2014 at NMU and two other campuses.
The full creation and implementation of an RTTP game designed at NMU would help to integrate the pedagogy into our stable of offerings.  Heightened exposure to the benefits of role play for every department interested in the history of ideas specific to its discipline (including not just history and the humanities, but also the natural and social sciences as well as others) will encourage the engaging, student-centered, and creative pedagogies essential to the success of our departments. Therefore, in fall 2014, I plan to offer a workshop at NMU with NMU students from the winter courses.
Budget: 
	RTTP Game Development Conference 2014 (four days)

	Travel – domestic airfare

	
538.00

	Housing ($70/night) 
	280.00

	Per Diem ($32/dinner)
	128.00

	Conference Fee
	125.00

	Total
	1071.00


Appendix 1: CV
Academic Employment

Northern Michigan University (2001-present); tenured Associate Prof. of History (2005)

Augustana College, History (2000-2001)
Education

Ph.D.
University of Wisconsin-Madison, May 2000 (European History)

M.A. 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1994 (European History)

B.A. 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 1989 (German)

B.A.
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 1989 (History)

Other Education

Instituto de Estudios de America Latina – Cuernavaca, Mexico (Spring, 1990)

Carolo-Wilhelmina-Universität – Braunschweig, Germany (1985-1986, Spring 1988)

Europa Kolleg – Kassel, Germany (Fall, 1985)

Languages:   German (near native); Spanish (conversational); French (reading); Latin (reading)

Publications and Papers

Austro-Hungarians in Michigan, Peoples of Michigan, Julie Loehr, series ed. (Michigan State University Press, under contract).

“Austro-Hungarian Emigration and Identity in Michigan,” Conference on Austro-American Cultural Exchanges, 1848-1933, Stefan Zweig Center and Universität Salzburg, Austria, December 2012.

 “Bishop Baraga and Habsburg Identity in the Upper Peninsula,” Sonderegger Symposium, Northern Michigan University, September 2011.

 “Austro-Marxism.” The International Encyclopedia of World Protest and Revolution: 1500 to the Present, ed. Immanuel Ness (London: Blackwell, 2008). 

“Bauer, Otto (1881-1938).” The International Encyclopedia of World Protest and Revolution: 1500 to the Present, ed. Immanuel Ness (London: Blackwell, 2008).

“Hilferding, Rudolph (1877-1941).” The International Encyclopedia of World Protest and Revolution: 1500 to the Present, ed. Immanuel Ness (London: Blackwell, 2008).

“Honors Off-Campus: Internships, Cooperative Education, Clinical Experiences, and Study Abroad,” National Collegiate Honors Conference, 1 November 2007, Denver, CO.
 “Catholic Working-Class Masculinity in Wilhelmine Germany,” German Studies Association, 29 September - 1 October 2006, Pittsburgh, PA.
 “Confessional Drinking”, German Studies Association, 30 September-2 October 2005, Milwaukee, WI.

 “The Ethical, Pedagogical and Scholarly Considerations of Placing the Holocaust in a Comparative and Global Perspective”, 26 February 2005, Documentation Center of Cambodia, Phenom Phen, Cambodia.

“Beginning in Honors”, 1 April 2005, Upper Midwest Honors Council, Drake University.

“Confessional Drinking: Catholic Workingmen’s Clubs and Alcohol Consumption in Wilhelmine Germany,” History of Leisure, ed. Rudy Koshar (London: Berg, 2002).

“Considering the False Binaries of Center and Periphery applied to Region and Nation”, Midwest German History Workshop, 8-10 November 2002, University of Illinois – Champagne-Urbana.

Book review.  Richard Weikart. Socialist Darwinism: Evolution in German Socialist Thought from Marx to Bernstein. Bethesda, MD: International Scholars Publications, 1998. x + 257 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $74.95 (cloth), ISBN 1-57308-290-8. Reviewed in H-Ideas (March 2001).

 “Confessionalizing Catholic Home Space in Cologne during the Kaiserreich”, German Studies Association, 4-7 October 2001, Washington DC.
 “Religion’s Polysemous Historicity”, Midwest German History Workshop, 10-12 November 2000, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

 “Is Religion for the Weak-Minded? Overcoming Secularization and Institutional-Theological Models in German History,” Midwest German History Workshop, 20-21 November 1999, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

 “The German Catholic Labor Movement at the Turn of the Century: Religion and Childhood Sexuality in the Working Classes in the Modern Era,” North American Labor History Conference: Class and Politics in Historical and Contemporary Perspectives, 21-24 October 1999, Wayne State University, Detroit.

 “Injecting Religion into the History of Sexuality of the Working Classes in the Modern Era,” Midwest German History Workshop, 21-22 November 1998, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

“Modern Europe,” Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing (London: Fitzroy Dearborn), 1997.

 “Religious Milieu Formation: German Working-Class Catholics at the Turn of the Century,” The Problem of Identity in History: The Twenty-Second Annual Great Lakes History Conference, 26-27 September 1997, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

 “Religiöse Identitäten und die Moderne: Gilt die Religion noch in Deutschland?” Round Table on Deutsche Identitäten nach der Wende, 16-17 February 1996, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Bonn, Germany.

Honors and Awards


NMU Instructional Improvement Grant (2013)

Michigan Technological University Archive Travel Grant (2013)

Sabbatical, NMU (2012)

Dean’s Travel Grant, NMU (2012)

NMU Technology and Learning Committee (TLC) Faculty Award (2008)

NMU History Department Professional Development Grant (2008) – Moravian Archives German Script Seminar

NMU Dean’s Development Grant (2003)

NMU History Department Travel Grant (2003)

Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies Fellowship (2002) – Holocaust Museum, Washington, DC

Order of Omega Outstanding Teacher (2000-2001) – Augustana College, Greek Council Award

Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching (1999-2000) – UW-Madison, Freshman Writing Program 

History Lectureship Competition Award for The History of the Second World War (1998) – UW-Madison, 

Friedrich Ebert Foundation Doctoral Research Fellowship (1995-1997)

Doctorate Research Abroad Scholarship (1995-1996) – International Studies and Programs, UW-Madison

Fulbright Full-Maintenance Research Fellowship (1995, declined)

Preliminary Examinations passed with distinction (1994) – UW-Madison
Midwest Association of Graduate Schools Distinguished Master’s Thesis History Department Nominee – UW-Madison (1994)
Professional Service
Northern Michigan University – University-wide

Honors Program 

Director (2003-2007)

Honors Academic Advisory Board Chair (2003-2006)

Honors Board (2001-2007)

Coordinator, Master of Ceremonies – University Honors Banquet (2004-2006)

Mary L. Campbell Honors Scholarship Interviews (2002-2007)

American Association of University Professors

Executive Committee (2004-2010)

Chair, Committee O – Organizing and Outreach (2004-2006)

Chair, Ad Hoc Committee on Organizing (2003-2004)

Contract Negotiating Team (2005-2006)

Contract Language Proposal Development Team (2002-2003, 2005-2006)

Bargaining Council (2003-2009)

Bargaining Council – Committee on Chairs vs. Heads Model (2008-2009)

AAUP Committee W (2001-2003)

NMU Senate (2008-2009; 2011-present)

Internationalization

International Studies Academic Advisory Board (2002-2008)

Senate Ad Hoc Internationalization of the Curriculum Committee (2006-2007)

Internationalization Task Force (2004-2005)

Chair, curriculum committee and mission statement committee

Foreign Film Festival (2002-2003)

Stammtisch: German Language Table (2001-present)

Other

AAA Interviews for prospective scholarships (2001-present)

All Campus Tutoring Center, trainer (2001-2002)

Allies: A Gay-Straight Alliance (2001-2002)

Ethnic Cultural and Diversity Committee (2001-2002)

Freshman Interviews for prospective scholarships (2001-present)

Junior/All Faculty Interdisciplinary Colloquium – Convener (2001-2006)

Student Leader Fellowship Mentoring Program (2003-present)

University Presidential Search Faculty Committee (2004)

Northern Michigan University – History Department 

Executive Policy Committee (2006-2012)

Curriculum Committee – co-chair (2001-2006)
History and Philosophy Honors Banquet – coordinator and MC (2001-2006)

Outcomes Assessment Committee (2001-2004)

Outreach and Student Affairs Committee (2001-2006)

Phi Alpha Theta – faculty advisor (2002-2006)
Search Committees

Asian History (2004-2005)

Mediterranean World History (2002-2003)
Professional Associations

American Historians Association

Friedrich Ebert Foundation

German Studies Association

German-Net (On-line Network for German Studies)

H-Net (On-line Historians Network)

National Collegiate Honors Council

Large Universities Committee (2005-2007)

Semester Abroad Committee (2005-2007)

Midwest Regional Committee (2005-2007)

Upper-Midwest Honors Council – Michigan State Representative (2005-2007)

Michigan Honors Council – Secretary-Treasurer (2006-2007)
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