Minutes: Academic Senate Standing Committee on Internationalization

Friday, 26 September 2008
Present:  Ball, Chevy, Goodrich, Mihalopoulos, Mowafy, Orf, Peters, Siles.  Excused: Ferrarini, Stunkar. 
Co-Chair Mowafy called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m.  
The meeting agenda was adopted (Orf, Ball) and Minutes of the past two meeting approved (Ball, Orf).

Committee membership and officers for this year were discussed.  Among the considerations: member schedules that restrict our meeting time to Friday 11-1, pending absence of two current committee officers (Mowafy and Goodrich) due to Winter 2009 sabbatical leaves, the incorporation of new members for this year, and the need for continuity in committee membership as well as a full committee.  The following motions were moved and passed:  The committee will petition the Academic Senate Committee on Committees (COC) to
1. Appoint a replacement for Ferrarini, due to her professional commitments that prevent her from attending scheduled fall meetings.  Since this may continue in the winter semester, and two current members will be on sabbatical leave in the winter, we request that the appointment be made for the entire year.  We recommend reappointment of Bill Ball, who has served a one-year term (and gratefully thank Ferrarini for her positive leadership during the past year).  (Goodrich, Orf.) 

2. Appoint an additional member for one year, to ensure the continuity of committee endeavors and serve as the replacement for Goodrich (whose terrn expires after this year) in the winter.  We recommend reappointment of Anna Sanford, who has served a one-year term .  (Goodrich, Mihalopoulos.)
These motions are, of course, subject to the operating procedures of the Senate and COC, and acceptance by Ball and Sanford if the appointments are proffered.

We then discussed the election of new officers.  Goodrich agreed to serve as Secretary pro tem, and the election of a secretary for the year was tabled until the motions above have been acted on.  The committee agreed to continue the co-chair model.  Mowafy and Orf were elected as Co-Chairs for the fall semester, and the election of another co-chair for the winter was tabled until the motions above have been acted on.
We agreed to invite Sandra Poindexter to our October 10 meeting for discussion of COI’s contribution to the AQUIP report, and to invite Provost Susan Koch to our October 24th meeting to discuss the status of institutional priorities and approaches to internationalizing the curriculum.

Siles reported that nine responses had been received to the questionnaire sent this summer to department heads.  We decided to resend the survey to non-respondents, and offer those who had responded the opportunity to update their responses.  Surveying faculty for their experience with foreign languages, research and study abroad, was also discussed, and it was noted that such a survey had been conducted in the past without much success: no action was taken on trying again.  Siles clarified his charge, which tasks him with oversight of all international programs, and particularly with increasing the number of participating students and faculty in study abroad and exchange activities.
We further discussed the challenge of establishing priorities and coordinating  curricular activities across the university.  Both the array of programs and the number of people attending them is significantly increasing; this involvement should lead to more in the future.  A particular challenge is gaining enough enrollment in a given study abroad experience to ensure its continued viability, after all the effort that the instructor and the OIP have invested in it.  Strategies to meet this challenge need to be developed.

Mihalopoulos and Peters were delegated to draft an agenda for study of possible actions to internationalize curriculum, in consultation with Siles, in time for our October 24th meeting.  And committee members were asked to feed them ideas to consider.
The meeting adjourned shortly before 1 p.m.
Submitted by Peter Goodrich, COI Secretary pro tem
