
ETRPC Draft Minutes for Friday, February 5, 2016 
 

Hugo Eyzaguirre, Chair 
Friday, February 5, 2016 
  
1. Approval of the Minutes  

a. January 22, 2015 Dave Donovan approves, Molly 
Freier seconds 
 

2. Reports and Announcements 
a. Chair : Nothing to Report 
b. IT/IS/HelpDesk: Chris Lewis reports lock down 

browser problem explored. Nothing to report. Does 
not seem to be universal problem. Chris Wagner 
reports email server problems fix. Banner upgrade 
this weekend.  

c. Instructional Design and Technology: Zoom video conferencing training available.  
 

3. Unfinished Business  
a. Technology requests and room "usage" for room assignments. No recommendation from 

this committee. No further discussion will be held and this will be removed from future 
agenda.  

b. NMU realignment plans. Dave Maki reports the Administrative Computing will have 
administrative responsibilities of the Help Desk.  Services will remain the same.  

 
4. New Business 

a. Timetable for the new laptops (2016-2017). Maki reports there will be overlap with old 
and new computers for faculty. The following dates are suggested: pick up July 18, return 
by August 19 at the Dome.  
The X1 Carbon computers will go students and faculty. X1 Carbon needs to One Dock for 
docking, this runs through power connector. Dave Maki asked our opinion on offering 
T460 instead of X1 Carbon as an option to faculty and staff. Neither will have touch 
screen. The T460 is thicker, has built in Ethernet, docking station available, and 
upgradable RAM. It is about $150 cheaper than the X1 Carbon. There is a I5 processor in 
both. It was suggested to offer 12 GB Ram instead of 8 for the same price. No charge to 
departments. General consensus seems to be give faculty the option of T460. 
WiMax will be turned of September 1, 2016. New machines will have LTE capabilities. 
See LTE FAQ webpage on www.nmu.edu/helpdesk 
Maki suggested an alternative to MiFi Wifi for mac computers. This would provide better 
speed. This is a direct connection that uses LTE USB stick. Might be better for off campus 
students so that don’t have to buy MiFi.  
Northern is working with FCC to be able to offer LTE to all K-12 schools and students in 
the UP.  
 

5. Good of the Order 
 
Adjourned 11:56 am 
Respectfully submitted,  
Amy Barnsley 
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