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Celebrating 125 – NMU’s 
Enrollment History
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The Demographic Landscape: 
National Trends ‘24 to ‘40

Lane, P., Falkenstern, C., & Bransberger, P. (2024). Knocking at the College Door: Projections of High School Graduates. Western Interstate Commission for 
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Nationally, -13% by 2040

https://www.wiche.edu/knocking


The Demographic Landscape: Regional 
Impacts
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The Demographic Landscape: 
Michigan’s High School Grads

Projected Decline - ‘24 to ‘40

Projected Decline - ‘08 to ‘40

Count of 12th Grade High School Students – Michigan (public + private sectors)
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The Demographic Landscape: 
Michigan’s High School Grads

Projected Cumulative Decline - ‘08 to ‘40

Projected Cumulative Decline - ‘24 to ‘40

Count of 12th Grade High School Students – Michigan (public + private sectors)
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Marquette Co.
2024:
• Overall Marquette Co. market size: n=299; 

+3.1% from fall 2023 (n=290)

• NMU share: 73.2% overall take;
+6.0% over 2023 (67.2%)

• NMU New Fresh count from Marquette Co: n=219; 
+12.3% from fall 2023 (n=195)

2024:
• Overall UP market size: n=942; 

+3.0% from fall 2023 (n=915)

• NMU share: 45.5% overall take; 
+1.9% from 2023 (43.6%) 

• NMU New Fresh count from UP: n=429; 
+7.5% from fall 2023 (n=399)

2024:
• Overall LP market size: n=31,174; 

unchanged from fall 2023 (n=31,169)

• NMU share: 2.29% overall take;  
-0.11% over 2023 (2.39%)

• NMU New Fresh count from LP:  n=713;
-4.4% from fall 2023 (n=746)

NMU Market Share: 2009-2024
*Only includes HS grads from MI who went to an MI public 

institution (no out-of-state, private, 2-year, etc.)
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Fall 2025 
Department 
Enrollment 
(w/ count 
change from 
‘24)

*includes undergraduate and graduate students across all degree types



Behind the Numbers: Our Enrollment 
Projection Approach

Percentage of Headcount Total
Based on 3 Year Average

New First-time 
Freshmen

31%

For Upcoming Fall:
New First-time Freshmen Class Indicators
• Application Counts/Yields
• Admissions Counts/Yields
• Orientation Counts/Yields
• FAFSA App Counts
• Housing Deposits

Use Indicators to decide where we may be
• Adjust periodically throughout cycle

For Longer Term:
• Use WICHE to make market adjustments
• Build stable trends (class sizes)
• Create 3 scenarios
• Hold everything else consistent

67%



Enrollment Projections – 2024 - 2041

Actual Projected






