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 Since the early 20th century foreign students have been enrolled at Northern. A little-known 

fact about foreign students is that although we are over 1,900 miles from the Pacific coast, Pacific 

Islanders have found their way to Northern. 

 The first documented Pacific Islander enrolled at Northern was Zima Krihara, who was 

born in Japan in 1889 and emigrated to the United States in 1902. A servant for real estate 

executive, Harriet Adams who lived in E. Ridge Street he was enrolled at Northern in 1909 but 

there his story ends. 

 The next student was Ramon Quinit from the Philippines who had an interesting migration 

to Michigan. Leo and Hariett Grove of Ovid, Michigan went to the Philippines in 1900 to teach 

Filipino youths English and Americanize them. Here they encountered Ramon and seeing his 

ability took him into their home to help him Americanize. In 1918 when they returned to the United 

States,  Ramon joined them and he lived and worked on their farm. In 1920 when Leo was made 

chief Prohibition agent based in Marquette, Ramon came north with them. He attended Northern 

at this time planning to become an English teacher. He did so well with the English language that 

in 1921 the Mining Journal published his paper dealing with the native population of the 

Philippines. Ramon went on to the Michigan State University and studied agriculture. 

 A half a century later we encounter a group of Micronesians on Northern’s campus. They 

were from the Marshall and neighboring islands, part of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

High schools were limited and colleges non-existent. Mike Caldwell an alumnus of Suomi College, 

later Finlandia University and dean of students was in the Pacific and encouraged Micronesian 
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students to attend Suomi. Although the largest number of Micronesians attended the Universities 

of Guam and Hawaii, many wanted a broader experience of attending a Mainland school.  

 In March 1978 Job Keju, a junior at Northern gave an insightful interview to the Northern 

News-Review. He was a political science major with a minor in business education. His island 

home had a hot and humid climate so arriving in the UP was a challenge but he and his fellow 

Micronesians found the Upper Peninsula a great place to live and adjusted to the snowy winter. He 

and his fellow Micronesians planned to return to their homes and improve life on the islands. 

In 1970 there were 23 students (16 males and 3 females) on Suomi’s campus. They 

transferred from Suomi in their junior year to Northern and in 1976 there were thirty Micronesian 

students on campus. Many had part-time jobs on campus but they were all assisted by a special 

Trust Territory student fund that was federally funded. At one point in the 1970s although there 

were Micronesian students in California, Oregon, Florida, and Nebraska but the largest number 

was in the Upper Peninsula. The program fizzled out in the early 1980s at Suomi College and 

Northern did not recruit in the Pacific Islands.  

We had a Hawaiian professor in the department of Industry and Technology -- Alson Ilani 

Kaumeheiwa. He was descended from the well-known Kaumeheiwa family noted for its peaceful 

demeanor and role in community leadership. Dr. Kaumeheiwa was born in Maui in 1931 and came 

to the Mainland for the opportunity it offered, as many Hawaiians did over the decades. He 

received his doctorate from Pennsylvania State University and joined the NMU faculty in 

September 1975 as the head of the Department of Industry and Technology. Three years later he 

co-authored Use of Hand Woodworking Tools. After he retired in 1997, he and his wife remained 

in Marquette and were often seen walking in the Dome. 
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 Today there are 74 foreign students on campus: 2 from Japan and one from the 

Philippines. For the last 40 years Northern has offered a scholarship for a student from 

Marquette’s Sister City – Higashiomi and through the Japan Center for Michigan Universities, a 

Northern student studies in Higashiomi. 

 Thus, a wonderful 116 year tradition continues. 

 


