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Northern's 4+1 MBA program

Accounting B.S. 8 courses (32 credit hours) of business courses: ACT351, MGT221, MGT240, MGT325, MGT344, MGT230, 300-400 Level Elective, EC201

11 courses (44 credit hours) of ACT courses: CIS 222, ACT230, ACT240, ACT301, ACT302, ACT311, ACT321, ACT331, ACT441, ACT422, ACT 403 + ACT482

8 courses (32 credit hours) of Upper Level ACT (300+) ACT301, ACT302, ACT311, ACT321, ACT331, ACT441, ACT422, ACT 403 + ACT482

MBA with a concentration in accounting 18 credit hours of business courses BUS530, BUS540, BUS560, BUS580, BUS590, Elective

12 credit hours of ACT courses BUS570, BUS572, BUS576, BUS591 (internship)

Total ACT hours 56

Total upper level ACT hours 44

Total BUS hours 50

A Comparison of U.S. State Requirements for CPA Exam Eligibility and Licensure Eligibility and Northern Michigan University's MBA 4+1 Curriculum

State Required Credit Hours to Sit for Exams Specific Courses Necessary to Sit for Exams Education Requirements for Licensure Credits Required 
for Licensure

Does Northern's MBA 4+1 program meet 
state education requirements? 

Source
Tip: Google search the "State's Rules and Laws of CPA Exam"

i.e. "Alabama's rules and laws CPA exam"
Alabama Bachelors degree 24 semester hours of 300 level ACT courses

24 semester hours of Business courses
150 semester hours
33 semester hours of 300 level ACT
27 semester hours of Business courses

150 Y https://admincode.legislature.state.al.us/administrative-code/30-X-4

Alaska 1) Bachelors degree with
a) accounting concentration;
b) minimum of 15 credit hours in ACT
c) one year public accounting experience; OR
2) within 18 credit hours of bachelors degree 
including 15 hours of ACT

15 ACT semester credit hours and within 18 
credits of 120

Bachelor degree or equivalent, additional 
credits equalling to 150 with an ACT 
concentration

150 Y https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardofPublicAccountancy/StatutesRegulations.aspx

Arizona Bachelors degree 24 ACT semester hours, 12 of which are 300 level ACT 
courses and 18 semester hours of business courses

Bachelors degree and 150 semester hours
including 36 semester hours of accounting
courses where 30 hours are upper level AND 30 semester 
hours of business courses

150 Y https://www.ascpa.com/future-cpas

Arkansas Bachelors degree 30 ACT upper level credit hours and 30 hours of
business courses, all with a C or better

150 Y https://labor.arkansas.gov/licensing/state-board-of-public-accountancy/cpa-exam/#:~:text=Arkansas's%20qualifications%20to%20sit%20for,of%20%E2%80%9CC%E2%80%9D%20or%20above.

California Bachelors degree 24 ACT hours and 24 BUS hours 24 ACT, 24 BUS, 20 ACT study (6 hours min of ACT, 14 hours 
max of BUS), 10 Ethics hours (including 3 hours in upper 
level ACT ethics)

150 N, no 3 hour upper level act ethics course https://www.dca.ca.gov/cba/about/cba_regs.pdf 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201120120SB773

Colorado Bachelors degree 21 ACT hours excluding introductory, and must 
include an auditing course concentrated on US GAAS; 
and 21 BUS hours

33 credit hours of ACT (27 hours of upper level, 6 hours
of audit, 3 hours focused on US GAAS, 3 hours on act/
bus ethics)

150 N, only 4 credits of audit and no ethics course https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=11212&fileName=3%20CCR%20705-1

Connecticut Bachelors degree 24 hours in ACT, 22 hours in BUS 36 ACT hours, 30 hours in business courses, excluding 
advertising, insurance, retailing courses. Acceptable courses 
include: MKT, business law, org behavior AND 60 hours in 
general education

150 Y https://portal.ct.gov/dcp/license-services-division/license-division/cpa-educational-requirements?language=en_US

Delaware 120 24 hours in accounting ACT includes accounting principles, intermediate act,
cost accounting, tax, audit, advanced act, info systems, law

150 Y https://regulations.delaware.gov/AdminCode/title24/100.shtml

Florida 120 24 hours upper level ACT 
24 hours of upper level BUS 

30 hours act upper level, 36 upper level bus hours 150 Y https://www2.myfloridalicense.com/certified-public-accounting/education-requirements/ 
https://www.ficpa.org/membership/become-a-florida-cpaGeorgia Bachelors degree 20 ACT hours above elementary level 30 hours in upper level ACT, 24 hours of bus 150 Y https://rules.sos.ga.gov/gac/20-3

Hawaii Bachelors degree or within 120 days of
graduation

Bachelors degree in accounting, or at least 18
credit hours in upper level accounting

24 ACT hours including 18 hours of upper level ACT, 24
hours in upper level BUS courses

150 Y https://nasba.org/exams/cpaexam/hawaii/#:~:text=NOTE%3A%20You%20are%20required%20to,submitted%20to%20CPA%20Examination%20Services.
https://cca.hawaii.gov/hawaii-administrative-rules/

Idaho Bachelors degree 30 hours in BUS, 20 hours in upper level ACT 24 hours in upper level ACT 150 Y https://dopl.idaho.gov/boa/boa-statutes-rules-and-guidance/

Illinois 120 credits reflecting an accounting concentration Graduate degree in business from AACSB accredited 
program

150 Y https://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1363&ChapAct=225%C2%A0ILCS%C2%A0450/&ChapterID=24&ChapterName=PROFESSIONS+AND+OCCUPATIONS&ActName=Illinois+Public+Accounting+Act. 
https://www.ilboe.org/education-requirements/

Indiana 120 hours in accounting concentration 30 additional credits in an accounting concentration 150 Y https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/accountancy-home/#:~:text=Students%2Fcandidates%20may%20now%20sit,is%20still%20required%20for%20licensure.

Iowa Bachelors degree 24 hours upper-level ACT, 24 credit hours of BUS Graduate degree with accounting concentration from 
accredited agency

150 Y https://nasba.org/exams/cpaexam/iowa/

Kansas Completion of 150 hours 42 credit hours in BUS (macro econ, micro econ, upper 
level econ, 2 BUS law courses), 30 hours in ACT (audit 
course focused on US GAAS, data analytics for BUS or 
ACT)

150 N, only 1 business law course and no upper level econ https://ksboa.kansas.gov/cpa-exam-info/

Kentucky Bachelors degree with an ACT concentration 39 semester hours of bus including 27 act hours 27 ACT hours and 12 BUS hours 150 Y https://cpa.ky.gov/becomingcpa/Pages/Initial-License.aspx

Louisiana Bachelors degree 24 hours of ACT and 24 hours of BUS 150 credits at an accredited institution 150 Y https://cpaboard.state.la.us/becoming-a-cpa/ 
https://cpaboard.state.la.us/blog/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Board-Rules-May-2023.pdfMaine Within 120 days of graduating with a 

bachelors degree
3 AUD hours, 12 ACT hours 3 AUD hours, 12 ACT hours 150 Y https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/accountancy/examinationss

Maryland 120 credit hours 27 hours must be act, 3 hours of accounting or BUS 
ethics

150 N, no designated ethics course https://www.labor.maryland.gov/license/cpa/cpaexam/cpaexameducreq.shtml

Massachusettes Bachelors degree 21 ACT hours, 9 BUS hours 30 hours undergrad act, 24 hours of bus undergrad 150 Y https://www.mass.gov/regulations/252-CMR-200-requirements-for-certification

Michigan Bachelors degree with ACT concentration 24 ACT hours and 24 BUS hours 150 Y https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/AdminCode/DeptBureauAdminCode?Department=Licensing%20and%20Regulatory%20Affairs&Bureau=Bureau%20of%20Professional%20Licensing

Minnesota Bachelors degree with ACT concentration 24 ACT hours and 24 BUS hours Graduate degree with a concentration in accounting from
an AACSB accredited institution

150 Y https://boa.state.mn.us/rules.html

Missouri 120 credit hours in an ACT concentration 150 Y https://pr.mo.gov/accountancy-cpa-examination.asp

Mississippi 120 credit hours with an ACT concentration 24 upper level ACT hours, 24 upper level BUS hours 150 Y https://www.msbpa.ms.gov/statutes-rules-and-regulations

Montana 24 ACT hours above intro level and 24 BUS hours 150 Y https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/public-accountants/license-information/education-requirements

Nebraska Within 120 days of obtaining 150 credit hours 30 upper level ACT hours, 30 BUS hours (bus ethics), 90 hours (oral and written communication skills, 
mathematics, arts, natural sciences, social sciences, or humanities, statistics)

150 N, no ethics course https://rules.nebraska.gov/browse-rules

Nevada Bachelors degree 21 upper level accounting hours 30 ACT hours (9 hours financial act, 3 hours cost act, 3 hours 
audit, 3 hours income tax, 12 hours in electives), 3 hours bus 
law, 24 hours in BUS

150 Y https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NAC/NAC-628.html#NAC628Sec030

New Hampshire Bachelors degree 30 act hours, 24 bus hours 30 hours of act, 24 hours of bus 150 Y https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XXX/309-B/309-B-5.htm

New Jersey Bachelors degree 24 act hours, 24 bus hours graduate degree with a concentration in accounting aacsb 150 Y https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/Statutes/accountancy-law.pdf

New Mexico Bachelors degree 30 hours of act  150 Y https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title16/16.060.0002.html

New York 120 credit hours One course in each of the following: financial act,
cost act, tax, audit

33 ACT hours, 36 BUS hours 150 Y https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/certified-public-accountants/initial-license-requirements

North Carolina Within 120 days of receiving a bachelors degree
with concentration in ACT

30 ACT hours (max of 6 credits of act principles) Masters in Business Administration meets requirements 150 Y https://nccpaboard.gov/cpa-exam-applicants/
https://nccpaboard.gov/cpa-license-applicants/North Dakota 120 credit hours 24 ACT hours excluding principles, 24 BUS hours Accounting concentration 150 Y https://www.ndsba.nd.gov/requirements-become-cpa

Ohio 120 credits 24 hours in act, 24 hours in bus 30 hours in act and 24 bus hours 150 Y https://acc.ohio.gov/becoming-licensed
https://acc.ohio.gov/becoming-licensed/requirementsOklahoma Bachelors degree 24 hours in act above intro level, 9 hours of bus at

upper level
30 ACT hours 150 Y https://oklahoma.gov/oab/departments/examination/new-applicant-information.html 

Oregon Bachelors degree 24 hours in upper level act, 24 hours in bus 150 Y https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=3537

Pennsylvania 120 credits 24 credits in act additional 12 hours of ACT 150 Y https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dos/department-and-offices/bpoa/boards-commissions/accountancy-board/cpa-snapshot.html

Rhode Island Bachelors degree 24 ACT hours and 24 BUS hours 24 ACT hours undergrad or 15 ACT hours grad 150 Y https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/400-00-00-1

South Carolina 120 credits 24 ACT hours including 6 undergrad credits and 24 BUS 
hours

Bachelors degree and masters degree 150 Y https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t40c002.php

South Dakota 150 credits bachelors degree in act 24 act hours excluding intro, 24 bus 150 Y https://dlr.sd.gov/accountancy/cpa_exam.aspx#eligibility

Tennessee Bachelors degree 18 act hours upper level 30 act hours where 24 are upper level, 24 bus hours 150 Y https://www.tn.gov/commerce/regboards/accountancy/license/requirements.html

Texas Bachelors degree 21 upper level ACT hours and 24 upper level BUS hours 27 upperlevel ACT hours and 3 hour ethics course 150 N, no ethics course https://www.tsbpa.texas.gov/exam-qualification/examination-requirements.html 
https://www.tsbpa.texas.gov/exam-qualification/certification-requirements.html

Utah Bachelors degree Concentration in accounting, auditing, and business 150 Y https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title58/Chapter26A/58-26a-S306.html?v=C58-26a-S306_2020051220200512

Vermont 120 credit hours 30 hours of act, audit, and bus 42 hours of ACT, audit, and related subjects 150 Y https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/26/001/00071a

Virginia 120 credits or act bachelors degree 24 act hours above intro, 24 bus hours Graduate level accounting concentration is recommended 150 Y https://boa.virginia.gov/cpa-exam/requirements/ 
https://boa.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Education-Handbook-2023_web.pdfWashington Bachelors in act 24 act hours which 15 are upper level, 24 bus 24 ACT hours in which 15 hours are upper level and 24 BUS 

hours
150 Y https://acb.wa.gov/individual-licensing/education-requirements

West Virginia Bachelors degree 30 act hours excluding intro, 3 credits of ethics, 3 bus 
law, 27 credits in bus

Masters degree in accounting automatically meets
requirements

150 N, no 3 credit ethics course https://www.boa.wv.gov/exam/AcademicRequirements.asp

Wisconsin Bachelors degree 24 act hours and 24 bus 150 Y https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/accy/2/iii/202/3 
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/accy/2.pdfWyoming Bachelors degree accounting concentration accounting concentration 150 Y https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AxZ11nq_gIdFkaM1vbgvrwvQ9o7thcGo/view
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