EN 415/515 ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND USAGE

Fall 2025, Monday & Wednesday, 4:00-5:40 pm, Jamrich Hall 3101

Instructor: Dr. David Boe (e-mail: dboe@nmu.edu, office phone: 227-2677)

Office hours: Jamrich Hall 3250, M, T, W, Th (10:30 am - 12:00 pm), and by appointment
Course description and learning objectives

This upper-level course provides a comprehensive overview of modern Standard English grammar and
usage. We will begin with a brief survey of the historical development of the English language, with
reference made to the evolution of prescriptive and descriptive approaches to the study of grammar. We
then work our way through English grammar in a hierarchical manner, beginning with lexical categories
(and word history), followed by phrase structure and clause structure, with related discussion of sentence
types, nominal/adjectival/adverbial modification, and usage/punctuation. Reference will also be made to
grammar and usage as part of contextualized discourse and communication. Upon successful completion
of the course, students should be able to demonstrate knowledge of the main terminologies and structural
components of English grammar, as measured by in-class exams and an outside research project.

Course organization

This course will consist of lectures and discussions about sentence structure. The presentation of material
will primarily be text-based (i.e., it will involve consideration of selected passages and/or completion of
selected exercises and problems), so it is important to bring the course textbook to each class meeting.
This will be a screen-free class: open laptops and mobile/cell/smart phones are prohibited at all times.

Required textbook (available in the NMU bookstore)

Lobeck, A., & Denham, K. (2025). Navigating English grammar: A guide to analyzing real language
(2nd ed.). Wiley Blackwell.

Course requirements

(1) Attendance, preparation, cooperation (25%). You are expected to either attend class or actively
communicate with the instructor about your absence, to be prepared with course materials and the
required textbook, and to listen respectfully while others are speaking. Try to complete the scheduled
reading before each class meeting. Attendance will be taken every class; unexplained absences (as well
as uncooperative/disruptive behavior, including in-class screen use) will likely affect the final grade.

(2) Textbook problem assignments. There will be occasional (non-graded) homework assignments based
on the textbook material.

(3) Research paper proposal. A detailed proposal (one page, typed) should be submitted for approval
before you start working on the research project. The proposal should include, in addition to one or more
paragraphs describing the topic, a preliminary list of references (in APA format, which is typically used in
the field of linguistics), and an organizational outline. The proposal is due mid-semester (in Week 8),
though students are encouraged to get feedback on possible topics before that time.

(4) Midterm exams (40%). These will be in-class exams (9/29 and 11/3) covering material discussed
during the first two-thirds of the course, and will consist of essay questions or word/sentence analyses.


mailto:dboe@nmu.edu

(5) Research paper (20%). Students will complete an outside research paper project on some aspect of the
grammar and/or usage of the English language. The paper should be 8-12 pages in length, double-spaced,
with appropriate font and margins, in APA format. The paper is due during Week 13 (11/19), prior to the
Thanksgiving break. [Students taking the course for graduate credit will also be asked to formally present
their research projects, conference-style, making use of PowerPoint/Prezi, to the other class members.]

(6) Final exam (15%). The will be an in-class exam during finals week (12/8) covering material
discussed throughout the course, and will primarily consist of short essay questions.

Disability statement

If you have a need for disability-related accommodations or services, please inform the Coordinators of Disability
Services in the Dean of Students Office at 2101 C. B. Hedgcock Building (227-1737 or disability@nmu.edu).
Reasonable and effective accommodations and services will be provided to students if requests are made in a timely
manner, with appropriate documentation, in accordance with federal, state, and University guidelines.
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Course schedule

Week 1 M (8/25) Introduction to the course; Distribution of Syllabus
W (8/27) Lobeck & Denham, Chapter 1 “What is grammar and
how do we study it?”
Week 2 M (9/1) Labor Day (no class)
W (9/3) Chapter 1 (continued)
Week 3 M (9/8) Chapter 2 “Nouns”
W (9/10) Chapter 4 “Verbs”
Week 4 M (9/15) Chapter 7 “Adjectives”
W (9/17) Chapter 8 “Adverbs”
Week 5 M (9/22) Chapters 2, 4, 7, 8 (Continued)
W (9/24) Review; Exam preview
Week 6 M (9/29) Exam #1
W (10/1) Chapter 3 “Noun phrases”
Week 7 M (10/6) Chapter 3 (continued)

(Research paper topic consultations during Week 7)

W (10/8) Chapter 5 “Verb phrases”
(Research paper topic consultations during Week 7)
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Week 8 M (10/13) Chapter 5 (continued)

W (10/15) Chapter 9 “Prepositions and particles”
Research Paper Proposal due
Week 9 M (10/20) Chapter 9 (continued)
Research Paper details (project due in one month)
W (10/22) Chapter 6 “The clause”
Week 10 M (10/27) Chapter 6 (continued)
W (10/29) Review; Exam preview
Week 11 M (11/3) Exam #2
W (11/5) Chapter 10 “Coordination and subordination”
Week 12 M (11/10) Chapter 10 (continued)
W (11/12) Chapter 10 (continued)
Week 13 M (11/17) Chapter 11 “More on modification”
W (11/19) Chapter 12 “Navigating and analyzing”
Research Paper Due
Week 14 M (11/24) Thanksgiving break (no class)
W (11/26) Thanksgiving break (no class)
Week 15 M (12/1) Graduate student presentations
W (12/3) Course wrap up; Exam preview
Week 16 M (12/8) Exam #3 (during examination week)
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grammar, n.

Etymology: < Old French gramaire (French grammaire), an irregular semipopular adoption (for the form of which compare Old
French mire representing Latin medicum, artimaire representing Latin artem magicam or mathematicam) of Latin grammatica,

< Greek ypauuazixi (scil. @éyvny art), feminine of ypouuatixdc adjective, of or pertaining to letters or literature, < ypduuaza letters,
literature, plural of ypduua letter, written mark, < root of ypagerv to write. Compare Provencal gramaira (probably from French).
Old French had also a learned adoption of the Latin word, gramatique, parallel with Spanish gramatica, Portuguese gramatica,
Italian grammatica, German grammatik, Welsh gramadeg.

In classical Greek and Latin the word denoted the methodical study of literature (= ‘philology’ in the widest modern sense), including textual
and esthetic criticism, investigation of literary history and antiquities, explanation of allusions, etc., besides the study of the Greek and Latin
languages. Post-classically, grammatica came to be restricted to the linguistic portion of this discipline, and eventually to ‘grammar’ in the
modern sense. In the Middle Ages, grammatica and its Romance forms chiefly meant the knowledge or study of Latin, and were hence often
used as synonymous with learning in general, the knowledge peculiar to the learned class. As this was popularly supposed to include magic and
astrology, the Old French gramaire was sometimes used as a name for these occult sciences. In these applications it still survives in certain
corrupt forms, French grimoire , English GLAMOUR n., GRAMARYE n.
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