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What the UP is

• It is an economy with approximately 309,000 vibrant people
living across 10.5 million acres in a remote region commonly
called the Upper Peninsula (U.P.) of Michigan.
• The U.P. comprises 15 counties.
• 22% of the U.P.’s jobs are linked to the public sector.
Government offers an average annual wage of $54,000 using
2012 data.
• Retail trade (12% of the U.P. jobs) and Health and Social
Assistance (11%) and average annual wages of $14,472 and
$46,069, respectively.
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NMU’s reach is most intense in
the Central U.P. or CUP

• The CUP comprises the following counties: Alger, Delta,
Dickinson, Marquette, Menominee and Schoolcraft.
• CUP is less dependent on the public sector, hosts the large
majority of the U.P.’s population and the mining industry offers
a significant number of high paying jobs.
• Empire Mine is expected to cease production on 12/31/2014.
Rio Tinto is also scaling up its production in Mongolia at the
same time it is slowing down its production in Marquette
County. The latter is likely coincidental.
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Overview: U.P. Job Growth 2012-2020
(Spreadsheet and data provided on
request.)
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Lead Job Growth by Industry
Central UP: 2012-20
39% Unclassified (< =10 jobs in 2012 but over
18 in 2020)
25% Private Education (NMU may be
interested in this.)

22% Adm & Support and Waste Mgmt &
Remediation Services
21% Prof, Scientific, & Technical Services PLUS
Fin & Insurance

19% Mgmt of Companies and Enterprises
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Key Demographic Changes
(CUP as well as the entire UP)
• Flight of:

• Youth (15-19)
• Traditional
college
students and
others (20-24)
• Heart of the
workforce (4059)
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Connecting U.P. Supply of College
“Connected” Individuals with U.P.
Demand and U.P. Demand with U.P.
Supply

7

Economic Modeling Systems, Inc. Data
Sources and Calculations Demographic Data
• The demographic data in this report is compiled from several sources
using a specialized process. Sources include US Census Bureau annual
estimates, birth and mortality rates from the US Health Department,
and projected regional job growth.
• State Data Sources: EMSI uses state data from the following agencies:
Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth, Bureau of Labor
Market Information and Strategic Initiatives
• Industry Data: In order to capture a complete picture of industry
employment, EMSI basically combines covered employment data from
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) produced by the
Department of Labor with total employment data in Regional Economic
Information System (REIS) published by the Bureau of Economic Analysis
(BEA), augmented with County Business Patterns (CBP) and
Nonemployer Statistics (NES) published by the U.S. Census Bureau.
Projections are based on the latest available EMSI industry data, 15-year
past local trends in each industry, growth rates in statewide and (where
available) sub-state area industry projections published by individual
state agencies, and (in part) growth rates in national projections from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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