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Welcome to the 2023-2024 academic year in the NMUHonors Program!

Each year, we ask Honors Program students who are about to graduate what advice they would give to
newmembers of the program. We o�er up these “words of wisdom” to you from students who have
been in your shoes, and made the most of the opportunities that NMU has to o�er. We hope you �nd
them as inspiring as we do. Have a wonderful year, and remember that we are here to support
you–come on over toWhitman Hall and say hello!

“My advice to an incoming Honors student is get involved. The more involved you are the more you will
thrive. The Honors classes and organizations are small enough that you can create close friendships and
relationships with other students and the professors that will allow you to enjoy the classes more and be able
to schedule classes with friends. Forming these relationships are also very helpful when you are struggling
with a certain assignment or something. You always have someone to ask for help.”

“Make sure to balance your successes with your health.”

“Lean into your creativity. These classes are structured to maximize critical thinking and individual
expression, and you will get more out of them if you come to class with your own interpretations of the
readings and ready to engage with and even challenge the perspectives of the instructor and your peers.”

“Do as much as you can, but take breaks for yourself. The honors program has many opportunities
to get involved with research, make connections with professors in and outside of your department, and do
fun things too!Take part in as many fun honors activities as you can, they’ll be the ones you
wished you would have given yourself time to go to when you thought you were too busy.”

“I would tell them to keep an open mind about each class because you can learn a lot from them! Also be
open to meeting new people in the Honors Program because some of my favorite people I have met have
been in the Honors program.”

“Pick the classes that sound the most interesting to you, even if that means you end up taking the 200 level
courses before the 100 level courses. You get to curate your Honors Program experience.”

“Don’t be afraid to reach out to people. As daunting as it might be, making connections with your
professors and fellow students is a great way to gain new experiences and open the door for friendships and
professional relationships.”

“Give yourself time to enjoy it all! It will be gone before you realize. And let yourself loose a little.
People in the honors classes are super cool. Open yourself up to new friends and new ideas. Doing that will
help you do well as a student and as a person!”
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Mission Statement
The Honors Program at Northern Michigan University encourages its students to
develop critical thinking skills, engage in scholarship and become part of a learning
community. The program provides opportunities for students to work collaboratively
with individual faculty members and present the results of their scholarship.

Directors and Staff

Dr. Michael Joy
Director, Honors Program
Professor of Spanish
172 Whitman Hall
(906) 227-1818
mjoy@nmu.edu

Dr. Anna Zimmer
Assistant Director, Honors Program
Associate Professor of German
163 Whitman Hall
(906) 227-1889
anzimmer@nmu.edu

Sam Marier
Principal Administrative Assistant, Honors Program
145 Whitman Hall
(906) 227-2940
smarier@nmu.edu

mailto:mjoy@nmu.edu
mailto:anzimmer@nmu.edu
mailto:smarier@nmu.edu
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2023-2024 Honors Board
Jelili Adebiyi – Assistant Professor of Earth, Environmental and Geographical Sciences
Will Broadway – Assistant Professor of English
Nick Dupras – Assistant Professor of History
Jennifer Gorton - Assistant Professor & Counselor, Counseling and Consultation
Petra Hendrickson - Assistant Professor of Political Science
Karl Johnson - Assistant Professor of Social Work; Honors Board Chair
Laura Kennedy - Assistant Professor of Education & Director of Field Experiences
Jon Sherman - Professor of German
Josh Thompson - Assistant Professor of Math & Computer Science
Leslie Warren - Interim Associate Provost, Dean of Library & Instructional Support
Carter Wilson - Department Head and Professor of Political Science and Public
Administration

Honors Program Office
The NMU Honors Program Office is located at 145 Whitman Hall.

Unless otherwise noted, our office hours are Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.

Communications
Phone

(906) 227-2940

E-mail
honors@nmu.edu

Mailing Address
NMU Honors Program
Northern Michigan University
1401 Presque Isle Ave.
Marquette, MI 49855

Website
www.nmu.edu/honors

mailto:honors@nmu.edu
http://www.nmu.edu/honors
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Social Media
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NMUHonorsProgram or search “NMU
Honors Program”
Instagram: instagram.com/nmuhonors/

Curriculum
Courses - Core Courses
HON 101 - Origins of Western Values: Antiquity 4 credits

This interdisciplinary course investigates the origins of the ideas and values central to
Western culture from antiquity through primary sources. Writing revisions and library
research will be required.
*Applies towards the Perspectives on Society (PERS) General Education Requirement,
and the Written English Competency (COMP) University Requirement.

HON 111 - Fine Art: Modern Sources 4 credits
This interdisciplinary course investigates the aesthetic theories and art forms that
influenced music, literature, and/or the visual and performing arts with a focus on the
Modern West. Writing revisions and library research will be required.
*Applies towards the Human Expression (HUME) General Education Requirement, and
the Written English Competency (COMP) University Requirement.

HON 201 - Origins of Western Values: Medieval to Modern 4 credits
This interdisciplinary course investigates the origins of the ideas and values central to
Western culture since the Middle Ages through primary sources. Critical writing with
revisions and library research will be required.
*Applies towards the Perspectives on Society (PERS) General Education Requirement.

HON 211 - The Social Sciences 4 credits
This interdisciplinary course introduces the evolution, application and social impact of
major ideas and developments in the social sciences such as anthropology, economics,
geography, history, political science and sociology.
*Applies towards the Integrative Thinking (INTT) General Education Requirement.

HON 301 - World Cultures: A Humanities Perspective 4 credits
Critical reading and comparative analysis will be used to explore a non-western
European culture from a humanities perspective. The discipline through which a specific
culture and its people are explored will vary with faculty expertise.
*Applies towards the Social Responsibility of a Diverse World (SOCR) General Education
Requirement, and the World Cultures (WC) University Requirement.

http://www.facebook.com/NMUHonors/
https://www.instagram.com/nmuhonors/
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HON 302 - World Cultures: Social Sciences 4 credits
Critical reading and comparative analysis will be used to explore a non-western
European culture from a social science perspective. The discipline (anthropology,
economics, geography, health, history, political science, and/or sociology) through which
a specific culture and its people are explored will vary with faculty expertise.
*HON 302 applies towards the Social Responsibility of a Diverse World (SOCR) General
Education Requirement, and the World Cultures (WC) University Requirement.



9

Courses - HON 495X - FLSA: Stratford Festival
Typically offered every fall in collaboration with the English department, HON495X is a
field-based course designed to give NMU students an opportunity to experience first-hand
Canada’s world-renowned Stratford Festival. Over the course of a six-day, international field trip,
participants will view and discuss 5-10 plays. Participants in this course will read all of these
plays and a number of secondary works during the summer as preparation for the trip to
Stratford, which takes place in mid-August. Upon their return to campus, students will work in
tandem with the course instructor to develop an individual research project during the fall
semester based upon their experiences with both text and performance in Stratford.

Courses - Contract Courses (‘H’ Courses)
Full honors and upper division honors students should complete 12 credits in upper-level HON
courses and honors contract courses. By agreement between academic departments and the
Honors Program, qualified Honors Program students may enroll in existing 300-level or higher
undergraduate department courses for honors program contract course credit. These courses
may be used to support the student’s major, minor, or Gen Ed requirements, but may not
overlap with other Honors Program course requirements. Prerequisites for selected courses
must be met before enrollment.

Students are encouraged to contact the professor during the preceding semester to ensure that
the contract will be available. No later than the first Friday of the semester, the student must
complete an honors program course contract in which different or additional coursework is
specified after consultation with the instructor. Readings along with field, lab or studio work,
and a paper, presentation or performance will be described in the contract. To earn credit
towards the Honors Program, the student must earn at least a "B" in contract courses. Please
see page 17 for an example, and check out our website for additional examples at
nmu.edu/honors/courses/.

Courses - Senior Capstone
In their last year of study, Honors Program students enroll in a senior capstone experience in
which they design, develop, and present a research, performance or exhibition project in
cooperation with faculty supervision. This capstone experience has to be approved by the
Honors Program Director in advance of undertaking the project. If a student is interested in
starting the senior capstone experience process, they should email us (honors@nmu.edu)
during the beginning of their final year at Northern – we’ll set up an appointment for them to
discuss approval of their senior capstone with either Dr. Joy or Dr. Zimmer.

mailto:honors@nmu.edu
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Designations
An Honors Program designation is not required, but we highly encourage our students to
achieve one of these levels upon graduating. These designations will be noted on your
transcript. The NMU Honors Program offers six designations: Lower Division Honors, Lower
Division Honors with World Language Studies, Upper Division Honors, Upper Division Honors
with World Language Studies, Full Honors, and Full Honors with World Language Studies.

Requirements for all Designations
● Earn at least 3.30 overall cumulative GPA over the course of a student’s NMU career
● Achieve an overall 3.00 GPA for all Honors and “H” contract courses
● Take at least one college-level world language course (through the Department of

Languages, Literatures, and International Studies)
○ Typically the course is taken at NMU; we will accept AP credit or a language

course taken at another university, if these appear on your transcript
● Demonstrate mathematics proficiency (at least pre-calculus proficiency)

○ Determined through AP math credit, NMU math placement test results, or math
course taken at NMU

Lower Division Honors
To earn Lower Division Honors, students must successfully complete the following Honors
courses:

● HON 101
● HON 111
● HON 201
● HON 211

Lower Division Honors with World Language Studies
To earn Lower Division Honors with World Language Studies, students must complete the Lower
Division Honors requirements (listed above), as well as complete a language course of study
through the 202 level. Students who place higher than the 202 level are required to take at
least 4 credits of coursework in a foreign language at NMU to receive this designation.

Upper Division Honors
To earn Upper Division Honors, the student must complete the following:

● At least 12 credits of upper division courses, which can include:
○ HON 301
○ HON 302
○ Contract/’H’ Courses

● Senior Capstone



11

Upper Division Honors with World Language Studies
To earn Upper Division Honors with World Language Studies, the student must complete the
Upper Division Honors requirements (listed above), as well as complete a language course of
study through the 202 level. Students who place higher than the 202 level are required to take
at least 4 credits of coursework in a foreign language at NMU to receive this designation.

Full Honors
Completing Full Honors includes both Lower and Upper Division Honors requirements:

● HON 101
● HON 111
● HON 201
● HON 211

● At least 12 credits of upper division courses, which can include:
○ HON 301
○ HON 302
○ HON 495
○ Contract/’H’ Courses

● Senior Capstone (HON 498)

Full Honors with World Language Studies
To earn Full Honors with World Language Studies, students must complete all the Full Honors
requirements (listed above), as well as complete a language course of study through the 202
level. Students who place higher than the 202 level are required to take at least 4 credits of
coursework in a foreign language at NMU to receive this designation.

Student Conduct
Grade Requirements
In addition to the designation requirements, students must achieve a 3.30 university grade
point average.

Honors Program Probationary Policy Guidelines
A student is on probation as soon as the cumulative NMU GPA is below 3.30. Once a cumulative
NMU GPA of 3.30 has been reestablished, the student is in good standing without prejudice.

The first semester immediately following a decrease in the cumulative NMU GPA below 3.30:
● Student is placed on probation.
● Student must earn a minimum semester GPA of 3.00.
● Student must meet with the Honors Program director to discuss specific plans to

improve academic performance.
● If the student achieves a semester GPA of 3.00, the student will continue to meet each

semester with the Honors Program Director until cumulative NMU GPA is 3.30 or higher.
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The second semester in which their cumulative NMU GPA is below 3.30 and last semester was
below 3.00:

● Student must meet with the Honors Program director to discuss specific plans to
improve academic performance.

● Student is not eligible for Honors funding, including Mary L. Campbell scholarships,
leadership funds, and conference support without a specific exemption from the Honors
Director.

The third semester in which their cumulative NMU GPA is below 3.30 and last semester GPA was
below 3.00:

● Student is expelled from the Honors Program and can only be readmitted following
normal procedures for non-in-coming freshman admissions.

Failure to meet any of the above standards may result in expulsion from the Honors Program.

Student Life
Student Organizations - Honors Student Organization
All NMU Honors students are automatically members of the NMU Honors Student Organization
(HSO). HSO participates in a variety of activities, including hiking, winter camping, volunteering
in the community, and bringing high-profile speakers like Bill Nye to campus. HSO is always
pursuing new interests and ideas based on members' interests! For interest in attending the
monthly Honors Student Organization meetings, please email HSO President Abby LaForest at
alafores@nmu.edu.

Student Organizations - NMU Quiz Bowl Team
The NMU Quiz Bowl team is open to all NMU students, but many Honors students participate.
The Quiz Bowl Team represents the university in National Academic Quiz Tournaments (NAQT)
and Academic Competition Federation (ACF) tournaments across the Midwest. They also
organize campus-wide intramural and high school quiz bowl tournaments and participate
frequently in local trivia competitions. Above all, the team is a friendly group of people who
enjoy trivia, learning, and having fun. All majors and areas of knowledge are welcome to join! If
interested, contact team president Brett Mattson at bretmatt@nmu.edu or team coach Profe Joy
at mjoy@nmu.edu. Also, check out their Facebook page at the following link:
https://www.facebook.com/nmuquizbowlteam/

Student Publications - Conspectus Borealis
Conspectus Borealis is Northern Michigan University’s undergraduate interdisciplinary journal of
scholarly and creative works created and run by the Honors Program. Their goal is to publish
exemplary scholarly and creative works of all genres to highlight to the public the academic
advancements students at NMU are making, regardless of major, minor, or academic program.
Submissions are accepted twice a year, and an online publication is available each spring prior

https://www.facebook.com/nmuquizbowlteam/
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to the completion of the winter semester. If interested in joining the editorial crew, please email
Conspectus at borealis@nmu.edu. To check out the latest issue of Conspectus Borealis, please
visit the journal’s website: https://commons.nmu.edu/conspectus_borealis/

Honors Program Events
Each semester, the Honors Program hosts a variety of events available to their students. While
these events vary from semester-to-semester, here are a few opportunities we’ve offered each
school year:

● Fall Ice Cream Social: Typically on the Friday of the first week of classes, the Honors
Program hosts an ice cream social to celebrate the beginning of another school year. All
Honors students are welcome, but it’s highly encouraged incoming/first-year students
attend.

● Weekend Honors Trip: Previously held in September or October, the Honors Program
provides the opportunity for students to leave campus and visit a larger midwestern city
for a weekend! In the past, students and the Honors staff have visited Milwaukee,
Minneapolis, and Chicago. We’ve watched award-winning plays, explored impressive
museums, and indulged in the touristy attractions that a larger city has to offer. Students
may attend for a minimal fee, which will include their hotel accommodations, travel
expenses (we travel via a charter bus), and any event fees. Space is limited. Details
regarding trip location and how to register for this school year’s trip are TBD.

● Honors Luncheons: At least once per semester, we’re offering a complimentary lunch to
our Honors students. This is a great opportunity to see your fellow Honors Program
students outside of class. Honors staff will also be on hand to answer any questions.

● Meet Your Professor Event: For the fall and winter semesters, we rotate the faculty
teaching Honors courses; this provides different topics and opportunities for Honors
courses each semester! Considering the variety of options, students attend the Meet
Your Professor event to receive insight on the faculty and topics being offered in the
upcoming semester. Honors faculty will be on hand to personally describe their courses.

● NCHC Annual Conference: Every year, the NMU Honors Program participates in the
annual National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC) Conference. During this conference,
Honors students and staff present their research on a national level, while also attending
workshops and presentations with other Honors Programs and Honors Colleges from
across the country. NCHC Conference is held in late October or November, and Honors
students submit their research proposal in the prior winter semester (usual deadline for
submission: mid-February). If a student’s proposal is selected by NMU and the NCHC,
the student may attend the NCHC conference. Students are provided complimentary
airfare, hotel accommodations, and conference fees paid by the NMU Honors Program.
Contact the Honor Program office for more details.

https://commons.nmu.edu/conspectus_borealis/
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FAQs

1. Since I’m in the Honors Program, do I need to take EN111 and EN211?
The answer to this question is: probably—but possibly not. EN111 and EN211 are major
components of two requirements at NMU. Honors classes can help you with one of those
components, and not the other. Let’s take a look!

● Written English Competency Requirement
(https://nmu.edu/bulletin/written-english-competency-university-requirement-comp-5)
This one’s easy! If you successfully complete Honors 101 and Honors 111 with a “B” or
better, you have met this requirement. Just like that!

● Effective Communication Component of General Education
(https://nmu.edu/bulletin/effective-communication-effc-5)
Not so easy! Take a look at this list of classes. Honors courses are not on the list! (All
Honors courses are in the gen ed program—just not the Effective Communication
component. You can see that for yourself on page 8 of our handbook.

So, if EN111 and EN211 are not on your transcript (from AP work, dual-enrollment, transfer,
etc.) you’ll either A) need to take them or B) take two other courses from this list.

Note for people who like languages! Some intermediate- and advanced-level language
classes meet this requirement. And also note that the language department offers “free” credits
if you complete a language class above the 101 level in Spanish, German, or French. (For
instance: if you pass Spanish 102 with a C or better, then you may be given credit on your
transcript for Spanish 101. Contact the language department (mll@nmu.edu) for further
details.)

If you are a person who is able to, say, start with German 301 and pass it with a C or better,
you’ll be given credit for German 202 and poof! you'll have met the Effective Communication
requirement!

Or, you could take EN211 and (say) Spanish 202. Or some other combination of courses from
that component. Come talk with us and we’ll work out a plan.

2. What Honors Program classes should I take first?
During your first year at NMU, we highly recommend taking HON 101 and HON 111, as well
as your language course (other than English) as well as any required math class. Both
HON courses fit into NMU’s General Education (Gen Ed) program. Completing HON 111 fulfills
the Human Expression category, while completing HON 101 partially fulfills the Perspectives on
Society category. Completion of both of these HON classes will also satisfy the Written
Competency graduation requirement. Almost all language courses also earn Gen Ed credit.

3. What are the different ways that a student can complete the Honors Program?
Students have four options:

● Lower Division Honors
● Lower Division Honors with World Language Studies
● Upper Division Honors

https://nmu.edu/bulletin/written-english-competency-university-requirement-comp-5
https://nmu.edu/bulletin/effective-communication-effc-5
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● Upper Division Honors with World Language Studies
● Full Honors
● Full Honors with World Language Studies

For additional details on how to achieve these different designations, please turn to the
Designations section, starting on page 9.

4. Can I still earn Upper Division Honors if I don’t earn Lower Division Honors?
Yes, absolutely! Lower Division Honors is not a prerequisite for Upper Division Honors.

5. Is there a language requirement?
Yes. If you want to graduate with an Honors Program designation on your transcript (and of
course you do!) you must take at least one class in a world language other than English. The
class can be at any level, in any language (including American Sign Language). If you received
credit for a language class through an AP examination, that meets our requirement. If you took
a language class at another college while you were in high school, that meets our requirement.
You can also take a language class at another college while you’re here, as well. We
recommend that you take care of this requirement during your first semester here at NMU, if
possible. Many of our students eventually decide to minor in a language, or even make it as a
second major, and study abroad is also a popular choice.

6. Is there a math requirement?
Yes. If you want to graduate with an Honors Program designation on your transcript, you must
demonstrate math proficiency at the pre-calculus level. This can be shown via high school
classwork, NMU placement test results, or (of course) by taking a math class here at NMU at
the pre-calc level. Consult the Honors Program office for more details.

7. Are there other requirements in order to graduate with an Honors Program
designation?
Yes. You must have an overall NMU GPA of 3.30 or higher, and you must have a GPA of 3.0 or
higher in all your Honors courses (including “H” contract courses).

8. What happens if I stop taking Honors classes, or if I don’t meet the math,
language, or GPA requirements?
You will not be able to graduate with an Honors Program designation on your transcript.
However, you remain a full-fledged member of the program, and are eligible to participate in
our fall overnight trips, to be a member of the Honors Student Organization, to submit work for
the National Collegiate Honors Council conference, to serve on the Conspectus Borealis editorial
board, and the like. Once you’re in the program, you’re a valued member of our community,
even if you are not able to complete the program requirements for one reason or another.

9. What are some extracurricular options open to Honors students?
Honors students are very active! You should consider…

● Honors Student Organization: all accepted Honors Program students are automatically
given membership in the HSO

● NMU Quiz Bowl: an academic quiz team, open to all NMU students, but with many
Honors Program members
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● Conspectus Borealis: the Honors Program’s undergraduate research journal—all NMU
students may submit work, but the editorial board is only open to Honors Program
students

For additional details on these student organizations, check out the Student Life section of this
handbook, starting on page 11.

10. I’m graduating! Is there anything special I need to do pertaining to the
Honors Program?
Congratulations on your upcoming graduation! Yes, there are a few housekeeping items:

Step One: First, let us know! Preferably during the second-to-last semester of your final year at
NMU, email honors@nmu.edu so we know that you’ll be graduating, along with the Honors
designation you’ll be completing. We recommend contacting us your last year versus last
semester so we can ensure you’ll be graduating with an Honors designation. (This means we
can also advise you on the best courses to take your final semester at NMU!)

Step Two: Once we know you’re graduating, please complete the Intent to Graduate form. (This
form is provided by the Honors Program.) This form is another way to ensure you’re on the right
track to graduating with an Honors designation. For an example of this form, please see page
19.

Step Three: If you’re earning an Honors designation: During the semester in which you’re
graduating, the Honors Program will enroll you in HON 001, Honors Program Completion, a 0
credit course. This is merely to indicate to the university that you’ll be graduating with an
Honors Program designation.

Step Four: During the last few weeks of your final semester, the Honors Program will request
that you complete our exit graduate survey, as well as sending us a picture of yourself to
celebrate you on our social media pages. (This will all be emailed to you.)

Step Five: Celebrate! Each semester the Friday before Commencement, the Honors Program
hosts a reception for our graduates and their families. All graduates earning an Honors
designation will also receive a complementary Honors stole to wear during Commencement.

11. How do I contact the Honors Program, or find out more information?
Feel free to stop by the Honors Program office at 145 Whitman; office hours are typically
weekdays 8:00 – 5:00.

E-mail: honors@nmu.edu
Phone: (906) 227-2344
Website: https://www.nmu.edu/honors/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NMUHonorsProgram/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/nmuhonors/

mailto:honors@nmu.edu
mailto:honors@nmu.edu
https://www.nmu.edu/honors/
https://www.facebook.com/NMUHonorsProgram/
https://www.instagram.com/nmuhonors/
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For additional examples of Honors contract course documentation, please
visit the Courses section of our website: nmu.edu/honors/courses
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