The road less traveled
By KRISTI EVANS
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Richard Eathorne on the Alaska
Range in southwest Alaska.
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eography majors are fully aware
that the shortest distance
between two points is a straight
line. NMU geography instructor
Richard Eathorne ’74 BS, ’77
MA had every intention of applying that
principle to his life when he graduated
from NMU. He ventured to an Illinois
university in pursuit of a doctorate with
the ultimate hope of making a beeline
back to his alma mater as a faculty member. But a research trip to Alaska to work
on his dissertation threw him unexpectedly off course.
Eathorne shelved plans for a relatively
quick return to the U.P. and became a compliant hostage to the Last Frontier. His 12year stay was marked by a series of spontaneous adventures in diverse locations. In
Unalakeet, a western village on the shore
of Norton Sound, he connected with an
Eskimo group and adopted their subsistence lifestyle.
“They measure time by seasons and
live off the land,” Eathorne said. “I spent
summers at a lodge working as a fishing
guide. In the fall, we were out setting nets
to catch enough salmon to divide among
the villagers and their dogs. In the winter,
I hunted caribou and learned to trap. I
also learned how to mush dogs. It’s a
physically labor-intensive way of life.”
Unalakeet means “place where the East
wind blows.” During the winter, Eathorne
pitched a wall tent away from the village
and braved temperatures — not including
wind chills — as frigid as 60 below. “I
learned from Native trappers who had
lived in tents that it’s important to have a
well-insulated floor and plenty of wood.”
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The cycle continued for about six
years, until Eathorne realized he missed
civilized amenities such as libraries and
universities. He found them in
Fairbanks. After a string of odd jobs,
Eathorne helped establish Mushing
magazine. He wrote articles promoting
middle-distance dogsled races of 200500 miles as an alternative to short
sprints and Iditarod-type marathons.
“We wanted to encourage people
that they didn’t need 100 dogs; they
could be competitive with a kennel of
10 to 15. I’d like to think we had a big
impact on creating the middle-distance races. I even did a phone interview with the Mining Journal about
the potential for a race like that in the
Marquette area before they started the
U.P. 200.”
In related Fairbanks endeavors,
he helped establish the Alaska
Mushers’ Museum and hosted a radio
talk show on the subject.
If there was one lesson Eathorne
gleaned from his Alaskan adventure, it
was how to persevere. He survived several years without electricity and his
entire stay without indoor plumbing.
These two factors alone would prompt
most city folk to sound a distress signal,
but Eathorne classified them as minor
inconveniences. Relatively speaking,
they were. He was also charged by a
grizzly, got lost and almost froze to
death in more than one snowstorm, and
fell through the ice of the Bering Sea.
Before settling back in Michigan,
Eathorne decided to make one more
side trip. He left the land of the midnight sun and traveled 4,366 miles as
the crow flies to Belize in Central
America — trading sub-zero for subtropical; blizzards for a barrier reef; sled
dogs for scuba gear; and Inuit Eskimo
culture for the Mayan mystique. His
two-month sojourn included side trips
to Nicaragua, Honduras, and Guatemala. He then returned to his favored
climate and locale of Marquette.
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“The woman of the house spits in
Eathorne’s circle tour is now comit for a while,” Eathorne explained.
plete. He is teaching at NMU with an
“Her saliva helps ferment the root.
emphasis on human geography. The
They let it sit for a couple of days, then
position allows him to combine his
serve it in wooden bowls.”
academic expertise — indigenous peoWith students in tow, Eathorne
ple, native cultures, and human-envihas managed to avoid any hair-raising
ronment relationships — with anecsituations. He stays on for another
dotal experiences from his travels.
month after his charges return to the
“I’m able to share observations of
States. “When I’m responsible for
other cultures and value systems with
myself, I take a few more calculated
my students,” Eathorne said. “Those
risks. I’ve been in places that are danexperiences also gave me a great deal
gerous and where it’s not advisable
of personal satisfaction and a different
for Americans to travel.”
perspective on what’s important and
Despite his adventurous past,
what constitutes the good life.”
Eathorne said he’s had no problem
In an effort to show his students
“what the other 80
percent of the world
lives like,” Eathorne
leads them on
annual ecotourism
field trips.
Destinations have
included Costa Rica
and Ecuador. He
plans to visit Bolivia
this summer.
“I try to
expose them to
both the environment and indigenous culture,” he
explained. “They
see what it’s like to
MORE TAME THAN A GRIZZLY — During an ecotourism trip to Costa
be a third-world
Rica, Eathorne got to know some of the native wildlife.
country. They see
settling in to the more predictable life
real poverty. They start to think outhe mapped out for himself many
side their own world views. In their
years ago. It turns out that the detours
personal essays, I’ve read things like,
and delays did not thwart his plan;
‘This changed my life.’ That is all the
they actually helped advance it. “I
reward I need.”
don’t think I’d be teaching here now
In Ecuador, Eathorne and his stuand doing as well without those expedents received permission to visit an
riences. I draw on them nearly every
Auchuar Indian family. The parents
day in my classes. Teaching is an
and three children live in a primitive
adventure in itself and I absolutely
thatched-roof dwelling on posts. Its
love my job. I haven’t stopped my
sides are open to the jungle. The NMU
original wanderlust — I’ve just redidelegation had a chance to sample a
rected it. Now I’m dragging more
traditional brew called checha, made
people along with me.” ■
from ground manioc root.
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Northern journeys

Erin Hamilton ’98 BS
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

The road to and from NMU
means something different to
each student who has come here
and to each alumnus who has left.
These are the journeys of just a few
NMU students and alumni. Their

Phindi Mashinini
Johannesburg, So

stories are as varied as the places from
which they hail and the places they
have traveled since graduation.
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Henrik Paasivirta ’94 BS
Helsinki, Finland

Gozel Dayhanova
Chardzhou, Turkmenistan

Pradeep Edussuriya
Colombo, Sri Lanka

outh Africa
Richard Peterson ’72 BS
Melbourne, Australia

Profiles By JIM KITALONG ’01 BS, CINDY PAAVOLA ’84 BS,
AND KAREN WALLINGFORD
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The road to NMU...

Phindi Mashinini

Pradeep Edussuriya

Gozel Dayhanova

Johannesburg, South Africa

Colombo, Sri Lanka

Chardzhou, Turkmenistan

A junior psychology major with a
minor in theatre, Phindi Mashinini is
from Johannesburg, South Africa, and
has attended NMU since the winter
of 1999. She says that life in
Marquette is very different from
Johannesburg.
“There is a lot less culture and
diversity in Marquette. In Johannesburg I was a minority when I went to
school, but not when I went home.
Here I’m always a minority. There is
also a lot more individuality here. I
grew up in a much more communitybased area.”
Mashinini enjoys outdoor activities like snowshoeing, cliff diving,
and winter camping.
Because of the high rate of HIV
cases in South Africa, Mashinini
hopes to use her degree to help the
cause through educational programs.
“The reality is that there is little
opportunity over there, but personally I feel the need to go back and do
some AIDS awareness work.”
Mashinini spent her last summer
in Northern California working with
troubled youths at Camp Mendocino.

Pradeep Edussuriya is from Colombo,
the capital of Sri Lanka. He has
attended NMU since January 2001
and is an art and design major, with a
minor in electronic imaging.
Edussuriya enjoys the scenery of
Marquette and the freedom we have
in the United States.
“The quality of life and economy
are a lot better in the U.S. There is a
lot more freedom of speech and art. I
enjoy that very much. In Sri Lanka
there is a lot of political instability.”
Edussuriya said he chose NMU
because he felt safe in the small-town
environment. He also felt NMU had a
good art program with reasonable
tuition prices.
Although Edussuriya is still
adjusting to life at NMU, he says his
host family has provided him comfort
in his first year.
“I miss my family a lot and I
probably won’t be able to visit them
until I’m done, but I feel like I have a
family here. My host family is very
nice and every day when I come
home we have supper together and
talk about the day.”

Gozel Dayhanova is a business management major from Chardzhou,
Turkmenistan. She spent two years in
the United States as an exchange student in 1997 and 1998. She has been
attending NMU since January 2001.
“What I like the best about
Marquette are the people and the
nature. Everyone here is real friendly
and open and it’s very beautiful here.”
Dayhanova said that spending
two years in the United States as a
high school student made adjusting
to life at NMU much easier than it
might be for other international students. She gave two reasons for
choosing to attend NMU.
“The family that raised the
money for me to come here is from
downstate and their daughter goes to
NMU so that was a factor. It was also
one of the most affordable schools in
the state.”
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Henrik Paasivirta ’94 BS

Richard Peterson ’72 BS

Erin Hamilton ’98 BS

Helsinki, Finland

Melbourne, Australia

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Henrik “Pete” Paasivirta was working as a cab driver in Helsinki,
Finland, when he decided to apply to
Northern Michigan University.
His grade point average from a
community college in Finland was
low, and he knew that if he wanted to
further his education, he would have
to leave Finland.
“Little did I know what might
happen when I filled out my application to Northern on that sunny
Saturday morning,” he said.
Paasivirta graduated from NMU
with a degree in computer systems
and business administration and is
now working as a senior consultant
for Andersen LLP in Chicago. His
work involves research and development of Internet-related technologies.
“In the field of information technology, you can truly see how small
this planet is,” he said. “If Adam in
Warsaw has a problem with his system, I can take control of his computer and show him what to do while
chatting with him in real time. Or I
can have a video conference with
Meng Lian who is working in our
Singapore data center. The best part
is that all these people have their
own way of dealing with things, and
if you are aware of their cultural
backgrounds, the work usually gets
done much faster. Thanks to
Northern, I have this advantage.”

A teacher shortage much like the one
the United States is embarking upon
is what first brought Richard Peterson
to Australia, where he has made his
home for the past 29 years.
Peterson, who was born and
raised in Marquette, is now a grade
10 history teacher in Melbourne. He
said one difference today between the
American and Australian educational
systems is that it is unusual to see
mature people entering the teaching
field in the United States, but quite
common in Australia.
“I’d say of eight student teachers
at least two of them will be non-traditional students.”
Among the similarities are the
use of the Internet to “really open up
the world to the classroom” and that
“kids are kids, no matter where they
come from.”

Being a member of the NMU volleyball team gave Erin Hamilton of
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, the
opportunity to live in the United States
and travel around the country. It also
gave her a wanderlust that has extended into her early professional years.
After graduating from Northern
with a degree in sports science,
Hamilton returned to Canada in
search of a job. She saw an ad in the
paper to teach English in Korea. She
signed up for a one year contract,
and, except for a six month break in
2000, has been there ever since. She is
currently teaching English as a second
language to Korean children in JejuDo, South Korea.
“It’s the smartest thing I have
ever done, aside from choosing
NMU,” she said. “NMU gave me so
much. The town of Marquette is
amazing — clean, quiet, and beautiful. My ‘happy place.’
“I have not really applied my
knowledge of sport science since
graduation, but it was the degree that
allowed me the opportunity to teach
abroad and experience a new culture.”
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The road from NMU...
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By BRANDIE SHEETS

While it’s not unusual for a university to have an international faculty, it’s interesting to learn
what brings these individuals to and keeps them in the United States and the Upper Peninsula.
We asked three NMU faculty members — all from England — for their answers. Was it for career
opportunities? The adventure of living in another country? The climate? Well, at least for these
three, the answer hits quite a bit closer to the heart.
Cameron Howes had every
intention of returning to England
to teach when he first came to the
United States. After graduating
with a teaching certificate from St.
Luke’s College in Exeter, England,
he went to the University of
12
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Oregon in Eugene to complete a
bachelor’s degree.
His plans to return to
England quickly faded when he
decided to go to graduate school
at the University of Toledo and
met his future wife, Sandy, who

was also a graduate student there.
After graduation, the couple
moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba,
where they both found teaching
positions — Howes at the University of Manitoba and Sandy in
the Winnipeg public school system.
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Sandy and Cameron Howes

Michael and Jennifer Broadway

Neil Cumberlidge and Louise
Bourgault

In 1976, Bill Taggert, a friend of
Howes’ from graduate school and an
NMU professor of health, physical
education and recreation, told Howes
about a position at NMU.
He applied and was hired as an
assistant professor in the HPER
department. Two years later, he was
named department head. He remained
in that role for more than twenty years
before being named dean of the College of Professional Studies in 2000.
“NMU is a tremendous place to
live and work,” Howes said. “It is
large enough to do what you want
WINTER 2002

and small enough
to get things done,
with the flexibility
to try new things.”
Michael
Broadway came to
the United States in
1977 to get a doctorate
at the University of
Illinois. He had been in
the States previously on
exchange programs in
high school and in college and liked the country, so when his then
girlfriend encouraged
him to look for teaching
opportunities in the
United States, he wasn’t
too hard to convince.
While that relationship did
not last, soon after moving
he met and married his
wife, Jennifer.
After receiving his
doctorate, Broadway took a
position at the State
University of New York at
Plattsburg for a year before
being laid-off because of
budget cuts. He then taught
at Wichita State University in
Kansas for five years before
moving back to New York to
teach at SUNY Geneseo. After
eight years there, Broadway
decided he was tired of hopping from
one university job to another. He
began looking for a position in the
Midwest, where he felt the education
system was more stable. He was hired
as geography department head and
professor at NMU in 1997.
“I like the challenge of being a
department head,” said Broadway.
“NMU grows on you. I have seen
some major changes, including wonderful new facilities, the implementation of the laptop initiative, and the
student body growth.”

Neil Cumberlidge realized there
were few job opportunities in Great
Britain as a biology professor soon
after getting his doctorate in England
in 1977. His search for a job led him to
a four-year stay in Nigeria, where he
taught biology at Bayero University in
Kano. While there, he met and later
married Louise Bourgault, who was
also teaching at Bayero. During this
time, he developed an interest in
African freshwater crab biology;
Cumberlidge is now considered the
preeminent African freshwater crab
expert in the world.
When Bourgault was offered a job
as an assistant professor in the speech
department at NMU (now communications and performance studies),
Cumberlidge finished his teaching
contract and, in 1984, joined her in the
United States. He took a joint position
with the biology department and the
Seaborg Center for Teaching and
Learning Science and Mathematics,
while also working as an adjunct biology professor at the Marquette Branch
prison and K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base.
In 1990, Cumberlidge was appointed
to a tenure track position in the biology department. From there, he worked
his way up the ranks and in 1999 was
appointed department head.
“I like it here in Marquette,” said
Cumberlidge. “It is a nice place to live
and work, and I can have an international career.”
While the draw to remain in the
United States may have had a personal
bent, their commitment to their professional works and their outgoing attitudes have helped Howes, Broadway,
and Cumberlidge thrive in the United
States and at NMU. You might say that
each has found an ideal situation, both
personally and professionally — with
perhaps just one exception.
“You just can’t get a good cup of
English tea in the United States,” said
Cumberlidge. ■
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By CINDY PAAVOLA ’84 BA

In the preface to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Mark
Twain wrote, “part of my plan has been to try to pleasantly
remind adults of what they once were themselves, and of
how they felt and thought and talked...”

Benjamin Doornbos
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The adventures of NMU freshman Benjamin Doornbos is a Mark Twain kind of
tale, one that reminds us, regardless of our age, that part of life is starting on a journey, getting lost, changing directions, being found, and then starting other journeys.
Doornbos, of Grand Rapids, began his collegiate studies in the fall of 1999, at
Eastern College, a small school located outside Philadelphia. Until his first
semester, Doornbos had no idea how much of an impact his Michigan upbringing had on him, but a few weeks into the school year, he began to desperately
miss the outdoors and open spaces.
“It was strange,” said Doornbos. “I never really considered myself a woodsy
or outdoors person, but like most kids in Michigan, I guess I didn’t realize how
much time I have spent near trees and water, and in places where I could see the
stars and not feel surrounded by people.
“After a short time in Philadelphia, I felt like I couldn’t breathe. I needed to
find open space. I called my parents and said something like, ‘I need to hike
across the country.’ After a few seconds of silence my dad said, ‘Well, if that’s
what you need to do, do it.’”
So he did. Well, he didn’t actually hike across the entire United States, but
rather embarked upon a six-month solo hike of the Appalachian Trail.
“It was the first time I was ever that alone,” he said. “I discovered that I had
more survival skills than I realized. On that trail, I became very focused about
my life and my goals.”
Somewhere in Appalachia, Doornbos decided that he still wanted to pursue
college, but not in a big city. He wanted to go someplace where he would have
more hands-on learning and unlimited access to the outdoors.
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He returned home, started working in a local bakery, and began looking at colleges. One day, he ran across
an NMU advertisement that read,
“Northern . . . Naturally.” He made
the decision on the spot; he was
headed for Northern.
About this time, Doornbos was
also re-reading The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn. He joked to his family and to best friend Ethan VanDrunen
that it would be great to raft the
Mississippi River.
One morning he came into his
parents’ kitchen and found all kinds
of maps of the Mississippi along with
a newspaper advertisement that his
parents had left for him to find for a
1947 pontoon boat selling for $300.
“It was like a sign that we just
had to do it,” he said.
So Doornbos and VanDrunen
bought the boat, stripped it down, and
turned it into a proper river raft that
included sleeping hammocks, a fire pit
made from the inside of an old washing machine, and a small motor. They
named the vessel The Jolly Roger.
On July 5, 2001, in Hannibal,
Missouri, as part of the town’s “Tom
Sawyer Days” celebration, Doornbos,
VanDrunen, and Doornbos’ friend
from Eastern, Mike Delano, set off for
Lake Pontchartrain and New Orleans,
1,200 miles away.
Doornbos said that the rafting
party had only two frightening events
along the way; one was a bad storm
with 55 mile-per-hour winds late in
the trip.
“Luckily we managed to tie up
to a rock on shore just before the
storm hit.”
The other was going through the
lock system above St. Louis. Just as
they came toward Lock-and-Dam No.
25, their motor failed and they were
sucked over the dam, dropping about
three feet.
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Benjamin Doornbos (right) and Ethan VanDrunen pose in front of The Jolly Roger.

“As we were heading for the
edge, Mike started shouting that we
should jump ship, but Ethan and I
rushed around pulling up the motor
and securing what we could,”
Doornbos said. “When we stopped
falling and saw that we were fine,
Ethan and I were shouting and laughing, but Mike — his nerves were fried.
He went home shortly after that.”
The remaining pair rafted about
30 miles every day, “just floating
down the river at the pace of the water
and wind.” At night, they would pull
onto the beach of an island and camp
out, eating catfish they caught during
the day and, Doornbos said, “lots of
peanut butter.”
Throughout the journey, they
enjoyed much Southern hospitality,
being provided places to sleep, homecooked meals, and help when The
Jolly Roger needed fixing. Each
Sunday, the young men would dock
to attend church and spend time
meeting people. In Greenville, Miss.,
they were presented with a key to the
city. In Memphis, they helped out at
the Children’s Hospital.
They also caught the imagination
of the media, who dubbed them “the
Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer of
Michigan.” They were interviewed by
local reporters and a reporter from
National Public Radio. They were

even mentioned one night on the
CNN ticker.
But mostly, they simply floated
down the river, watching the South
drift by, sleeping under the moon and
waking with the sun.
◆ ◆ ◆
About a week after coming off the
Mississippi, Doornbos was in Marquette beginning his first semester as
an outdoor recreation and leadership
management major with a woodworking minor, moving into the residence
halls, dealing with schedules, and trying to hang on to the calm of the river.
Doornbos said he now realizes
that he had to go to Philadelphia to
end up hiking the Appalachian Trail,
rafting the Mississippi, and ultimately,
enrolling at Northern. It was all part of
the plan of his life. Today, he is focused
and has a goal for his future — that he
and VanDrunen start a primitive skills
camp following graduation.
“When you have the opportunity
to just float down a river day after day
or hike in the mountains, you begin to
realize that there is a natural peace and
rhythm to life that we can’t always
hear because of all the daily noise and
bustle,” said Doornbos. “Maybe I can
help other people slow down and
reconnect with life’s natural flow.” ■
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