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On campus today
N EW D IRECTIONS

A historic international partnership
has been launched in Cuba. NMU is
one of only 16 U.S. institutions
granted a license for study abroad
programs in the country and the first
to extend its presence beyond
Havana. Following a lengthy application process, an NMU delegation
traveled to the island in January to
meet with officials from two Cuban
universities. Two NMU students who
accompanied the group remained for
the semester at the University of
Matanzas, east of the nation’s capital.
“Today’s students are the
ambassadors of tomorrow and NMU
building a relationship with Cuba
reflects our interest in getting our
students out into the world to serve
2
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in this vital role,” says NMU
President Les Wong. “The two NMU
students who will be studying in
Cuba this semester are true pioneers.
They are the
first Americans
that many of
the Cuban
students have
ever met and
they are great
ambassadors
for our university and the
nation.”
Michael
Representatives of NMU and the University of Matanzas finalizing a
Wiese-Gomez, a cooperative agreement in Cuba. The pact was signed by
senior Spanish (starting seated second from left) NMU President Les Wong, Rector
Miguel Sarraff González of the University of Matanzas and NMU
major from
Board of Trustees Chair Brian Cloyd.

Photographs courtesy of Amy Orf

NMU heads to Cuba

Marquette and Natasha Gallagher, a
junior history major from Midland,
both speak advanced-level Spanish, a
prerequisite for studying in Cuba.
They are living in residence halls,
attending classes with Cuban students
and taking 12-18 credits in a range of
topics including Spanish, culture,
social sciences and literatures.
Matanzas is called the City of
Bridges because of its three rivers. It
is also known as the “Athens of
Cuba” by virtue of the historical
architecture and monuments. The
city’s population is about 170,000.
“With Cuba engaged in a historic social, political and economic
transition, the opportunity for NMU
faculty and students to be witnesses
to and participants in this transition
is an extraordinary international
opportunity,” says Susan Koch,
NMU provost and vice president for
academic affairs. “The signing of a
cooperative agreement with the
University of Matanzas, the first ever
such agreement outside of Havana, is
the beginning of what we expect to
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be a mutually beneficial partnership
that will be valuable for many NMU
faculty and students."
Marcelo Siles, director of
International Programs at NMU, says
the University of Havana has agreed
to sign a similar pact, pending
approval by the country’s minister of
education. Both partnerships will
create opportunities for short-term
faculty research and possible trips by
U.S. Olympic Education Center
athletes for training or competition.
Siles says the University of
Havana is particularly interested in
working with Northern in the sciences and both schools want to glean
information about a high-tech learning environment.
“Cuba is currently connected to

the world via satellite, but work has
begun on an underwater fiber-optic
cable from a port in Venezuela to
Cuba,” adds Siles. “It’s scheduled to
be completed by June 30. That will
improve telephone and Internet serv-

ices and increase the speed of transmission significantly. All will help
improve communication.”
The day before the NMU
delegation left for Cuba, the Obama
administration lifted some restrictions
on academic travel to the country.
Koch says the move will ease constraints on programs like NMU’s and
was a decision welcomed by both U.S.
and Cuban educational institutions.
In addition to meeting with
representatives of the two Cuban
universities, the group listened to a
presentation by a local doctor on the
country’s health care system and
visited places of interest such as
museums, historic landmarks and
cultural centers.

Left page: Student Natasha Gallagher and professor Neil Cumberlidge in front of "El Capitolio," the national capitol building in Havana.
Top: The plaza/square outside the Capitolio in Havana; a display with Che Guevara and Camilo Cienfuegos (two leaders of the
1959 revolution) taken in the Museum of the Revolution in Havana; the beach in the resort town of Varadero, just east of Matanzas.
Middle: NMU students Michael Wiese-Gomez and Natasha Gallagher accompanied the NMU group and stayed on to study at the
University of Matanzas.
Below: Interior of the Museum of the Revolution, former palace of overthrown Cuban dictator Batista; a building in Havana featuring the
image of Che Guevara and the words "Hasta la victoria siempre" (“Towards victory always"); a typical neighborhood in Old Havana.
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On campus today

Front row (left to right) Adam Bosley, Nicole Morris, Margaret Pierce, Mia Cinelli, Allan
Copenhaver. Back row (left to right) Mitchell Steinmetz, Jonathan Fancher, Troy Hild, Andrew
Harmon, Adam Trebel, Patricia Parish-Tourville, Austin Gatz, Nicholas Mailhiot, Stephen
Anderson, Mathew Otto, Professor Peter Pless, Alicia Bastian and Kelsey McKinney.

Ciao Italia! Art students prep for exclusive show
Northern’s human-centered design
program has been invited to participate in the annual Salone Satellite, a
juried show for student and emerging
designers in Milan, Italy. Eighteen students will exhibit prototypes of their
creative research to an international
audience of media, manufacturers and
design professionals April 12-17.
Salone Satellite was introduced as
a venue for young designers to complement the longstanding Salone
Internazionale del Mobile (Milan
International Furniture Fair). The
latter showcases the work of established professionals who have teamed
up with design-driven companies
around the world to create new
product lines. Salone Internazionale
4
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del Mobile is in its 50th year. It
attracts nearly 400,000 visitors and,
according to NMU Art and Design
Professor Peter Pless, is regarded as the
most important show in design.

“This is an exclusive
opportunity for Northern to
gain international exposure
and for students to present
their research alongside
revered design schools
from around the world.”
“It has transcended furniture to
include a wide range of projects,” says
Pless, who participated in Salone
Satellite last year and will accompany
his 300-level class to Italy. “This is an
exclusive opportunity for Northern to

gain international exposure and for
students to present their research
alongside revered design schools from
around the world. The competitive
nature of the event means our
students will have one chance to make
an impression on Milan. It’s an ideal
learning experience because they are
expected to produce exhibition-quality
prototypes, design the layout of the
space and coordinate logistical aspects.
“The showcase allows manufacturers to consider designs for future
production and supplies the international press with stories that can be
published in design magazines or
posted on relevant websites. Aside from
the exposure, other benefits include the
potential to attract more international

Horizons Inside Winter 2011:Winter 2011 3/14/11 10:15 AM Page 5

and U.S. students to NMU and possible invitations to present students’
works internationally at other design
shows and galleries. The students will
be able to make contacts within the
industry while setting a precedent for
our program, the School of Art and
Design and the university.”
Student prototypes vary from
seating and storage to lighting and
messenger bags, but all address a
common theme: “Transiessence.”
Pless describes this as a broad, speculative approach to design that
promotes sustainability by challenging
the typical “consume and dispose”
product cycle. He said his students are
creating pieces that change how
people utilize and interact with
objects, along with the emotional
qualities those objects evoke.
Only a select few design schools
are invited to the Milan show. NMU
joins the ranks of recent entries such
as the Art Institute of Chicago,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
and Rhode Island School of Design.
Clockwise from top left:
Peter Pless says it’s been a tremendous learning curve for the students to take a concept and fabricate it to a full-scale prototype.
Jonathan Fancher works on “a
vessel for storage,” drawing on
“things that are special to us from
our past. Moments of authenticity
through artifacts.”
Nick Mailhiot explains the idea
behind his “polarity chair,” which
flips on its side to become a twoperson bench, is the introvert and
extrovert sides of a personality.
Mia Cinelli constructs a “curio cabinet/glove box/mail box” that she
thinks of as a fluid, interactive time
capsule.
Mitchell Steinmetz turns the concept of a coffee-table book into a
book that is a coffee table—a large,
wooden scrapbook that unfolds.
Pless’s “Tryst” stool that he exhibited at a previous Salone Satellite.
WINTER 2011
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On campus today
Prominent
alumni
businessmen
join NMU Board
Stephen Gulis Jr. ’79 BS of
Rockford and Rick Popp ’88 BS
’90 MPA of Northville Township
have been appointed by Michigan
Governor Rick Snyder to the
NMU Board of Trustees.
Steve Gulis Jr.

Gulis retired as president of global operations for
Wolverine World Wide Inc., a leading global marketer of
branded footwear that is headquartered in Rockford. He
previously served the company as executive vice-president,
chief financial officer and treasurer. He has a degree in
finance from NMU and received honorary doctor of business degree from Northern when he delivered the May
2007 commencement address. His wife, Janet (Bloeser)
’80 BSN, is an NMU alumna.
“I’ve been interested in serving on Northern’s board
for several years, so I’m very pleased that the governor
reached out and asked me,” said Gulis. “As an alumnus, I
also look forward to helping the university strengthen its representation downstate among potential students. There’s a real
opportunity to further develop the NMU brand.
“I believe the education system for the state of
Michigan is going to be extremely important to our
economic future. Anything I can do to support that is a
worthy cause. My financial background obviously can
help in identifying new, additional or innovative ways to
look at the funding challenges. But we have to be careful
that we still continue to provide a quality education. We
can’t afford to downgrade the level of service because of
funding constraints. You don’t have to be the cheapest to
have the best value. That’s key.”
Popp is director of employee benefits at Ford Motor
Company. He previously was director of human resources
for Ford of Mexico and has held various HR leadership
positions in more than 20 years with the company. Born
6
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Rick Popp

in L’Anse and raised in Iron Mountain, Popp earned two
degrees from NMU: a master’s in public administration
with an emphasis in personnel and labor relations and a
bachelor’s in computer science. He played quarterback for
the Wildcats, leading the team that advanced to the semifinals of the 1987 NCAA Division II national playoffs.
Popp is a past president of the NMU Alumni Association
Board of Directors. He met his wife, Sue (Willson) ’90
BS, at Northern. She also had NCAA playoff experience
as captain of the 1988-89 Wildcat women’s basketball
team.
“I feel very privileged to receive a call from the new
governor and honored to join Northern’s board,” said
Popp. “I’m certainly familiar with economic challenges.
The auto industry faced a tremendously dark period, similar to what the state is going through. At Ford, I was
fortunate to be part of arguably the biggest turnaround in
corporate history. I have confidence that with a fresh
start, the future of Michigan is looking up as well.
“We had to make extremely difficult decisions at
Ford that caused short-term pain, but allowed us to
remain competitive in a global industry over the long
term. NMU also needs to stay competitive—not only in
cost, but in quality. You can’t cost-cut your way to
prosperity. It will be interesting to see the similarities and
differences between corporate and higher education
strategy.”
Gulis succeeds Larry Inman and Popp succeeds Doug
Roberts, whose terms expired. The new trustees will serve
through Dec. 31, 2018.
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Beans help build a hospital
“Coffee to heal a nation” is how NMU students are
describing the Honduran beans they are marketing under
the brand YoJoe.
It’s part of a community fundraiser to help develop
the Yojoa International Medical Center in Honduras. At
the same time, it is an excellent exercise in real-world
marketing and fundraising.
The students produced a marketing brochure and
poster, determined pricing options and created a logo to
be used for promotion and packaging. “They have also
been doing taste tests and sales events at locations
throughout the community,” says Bruce Sherony, who
teaches the marketing for entrepreneurship class that took

on the project. They also
completed a marketing
plan.
The MarquetteHonduras connection came
about over the past four
summers, as professors
Mary Jane Tremethick of
the Health, Physical Education and Recreation
Department, and Eileen Smit of Nursing have led undergraduate global health class students and family nurse
practitioner graduate students to Santa Cruz de Yojoa, a
rural, medically underserved area of Honduras. According
to Smit, “Widespread malnutrition is responsible for 34
percent of Honduran children experiencing growth retardation when they are between two and five years of age.
An estimated 1.3 million Hondurans are without access
to health care so the care we provided was much needed
and appreciated.” All proceeds will support the planned
hospital, which will meet international standards and
provide specialized services to low-income citizens in an
area isolated from reliable health care.
This is not the first NMU class to assist the community effort to aid the Honduran people. Several years ago,
one of Sandra Poindexter’s business classes developed a
website about the Yojoa International Medical Center.
For more information, visit www.yimc.org or e-mail
esmit@nmu.edu.
Kellie Stahl, an NMU family nurse practitioner student, with a
patient in Santa Cruz de Yojoa, Honduras

A vacation far from ordinary
Think it might be fun to capture some of the joie
de vivre you had as a college student? What better
way than to join today’s students and faculty
members on a summer trip to a foreign land?
Alumni and friends are invited to apply to any
open study trip planned for this summer to
Thailand, Mexico, Italy, Peru, Austria or Greece. A
volunteer trip to India is also being planned for
early May.
Find out more by contacting the International
Programs Office at 906-227-2510 or visiting
www.nmu.edu/ipo.

WINTER 2011
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On campus today
Teachers: Tap into our online
programs
No matter where
you are, you can
work toward earning
another degree from
Northern’s esteemed
School of Education.
An online master of arts in education-instruction will be
offered beginning in the fall. The program is designed to

meet the needs of 21st century learners. And starting this
winter semester, all 20 of the school’s graduate courses are
available online to better serve the professional and career
needs of educators in the region and throughout the
world. Tap into individual courses or the online MS in
science education, MAE in reading for K-8, MAE in
reading specialist for K-12, and MAE in learning
disabilities. Teachers can also earn a middle grade endorsement online. Northern has also launched a new graduate
certificate in Teaching of English to the Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL).

A-political art
Creative works by two recent graduates of Northern Michigan University’s
School of Art and Design are featured
in the sixth annual “Arts in the House”
showcase. Stephanie Bajema ’10 BFA
is shown at right with her digital painting “Emma and the Turtle.” Rachel
Caauwe ’09 BS submitted “Snail Anatomy,” an anatomical piece illustrated
with pencil, ink and digital coloring. “Arts in the House” highlights the
creativity of Michigan college students by displaying their work at the
Anderson House office building in Lansing, home to the Michigan House of
Representatives, in order to promote the value of art in everyday life.

NMU launches rural
development center
The university received seed money
to cover the first three years of
operation of a new center to combine
research, public service, education
and training to enhance economic
development and improve the quality
of life in the Upper Peninsula and
surrounding region.
“NMU has been active in
regional economic development for
many years,” said Susan Koch,
provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs. “Contributions are
being made in a number of areas,
such as workforce development,
regional economic research and

8
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entrepreneurship. The center will
bring those efforts and new ones
together under one banner to better
serve economic and community
development needs throughout the
region while enhancing the educational experiences of our students.
Brian Cherry, head of the Political
Science and Public Administration
Department, and Tawni Ferrarini, economics professor and Sam. M.
Cohodas Professor, will serve as codirectors. Cherry will focus on the
public sector piece. Ferrarini will oversee efforts to bring market economics
and entrepreneurship ideas to the private sector and help existing businesses
with new-growth strategies such as
exporting products.

Looking to start
a business?
Are you a recent graduate living in
the Marquette area hoping to
launch a business, or do you have a
child at Northern with entrepreneurial dreams? The NMU Business
Incubator is up and running and
helping current students and new
alumni grow new businesses by
providing office and production
space in the Jacobetti Center.
The furnished offices with
Internet access are offered at belowmarket rental rates and come with
complimentary advice from College
of Business faculty on business
development, marketing, financing,
networking and other secrets for
success. The space is best for
Internet-based or service businesses
that do not require retail foot traffic.
The goal of the incubator is to
nurture and grow businesses so they
may outgrow the space eventually
and strike out on their own. For
more information, contact Ray
Amtmann in the College of
Business at 906-227-2647, e-mail:
ramtmann@nmu.edu
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Award recipients are, from left: Adam Prus, Carol Bell, David
Wood, Lisa Flood and Ken Culp.

Faculty define new era in
education
Five faculty members were honored at a recent celebration for their scholarly or creative activities, teaching and
innovative use of technology.
Technology: Carol Bell specializes in technology and
teacher preparation, specifically the visualization of mathematical concepts. Her project, "Algebra for All:
Technology Integration into High School Teaching,"
enhances the way algebra is taught to children. She shares
material with K-12 teachers via workshops and webinars
focused on how technology can improve motivation and
application. Bell has developed a network of teachers to
share online resources and provide feedback and support.
Because Ken Culp found that students in his beginning statistics classes have a hard time visualizing computations and probability distributions, he developed
"NMU Stat-Help," which gives students a variety of

What’s up on campus

options for inserting values and obtaining a visual representation of the data. Culp has made his program easily
accessible to students, with both a downloadable and a
web-based application.
Teaching: Lisa Flood ’83 BSN, ’88 MSN specializes
in teaching clinical adult medical surgical nursing courses
with a research specialization in diabetes and simulations.
She is able to pull together complex subject matter and
make it understandable for students. A letter from a recent
graduate describes how he diagnosed a patient situation,
took appropriate action and saved a life. He said he knew
what to do because of a case scenario Flood used in class.
David Wood teaches upper-level and graduate courses related to Shakespeare and Milton, as well as lowerlevel British literature surveys and mythology. He leads a
dozen students every summer to Ottawa and Stratford,
Ont., as part of a special topics Canadian Studies class,
which includes attending plays at the renowned
Shakespeare Festival. Wood is an active researcher and
writer, recently publishing a book of literary criticism on
William Shakespeare, Philip Sidney and John Milton
titled Time, Narrative, and Emotion in Early Modern
England. He also directs NMU's Honors Program for
high academic achievers.
Scholarship: Adam Prus, psychology professor, has
received several research grants from the National
Institutes of Health and has authored numerous research
articles in journals dealing primarily with the issue of
schizophrenia. His grants have created opportunities for students to serve paid internships in his lab, gain valuable
research training and co-author scholarly papers. Several of his
students have been placed in prominent doctoral programs.

North of the 45th Parallel
Annual Upper Midwest Juried Art
Exhibition. June 3 - July 24.

Beaumier U.P. Heritage Center
“Across the Border: Canadians in the
Upper Peninsula.” Through July 23.

Forest Roberts Theatre

DeVos Art Museum

International Performing Arts
Series
Mauvais Sort, “folk ‘n roll” from
Quebec. March 31.

artLAB
A working "learning laboratory" of
short-run exhibitions and special
projects proposed and/or curated by
faculty and students from the
School of Art and Design. Through
March 27.
UP Focus: Ryan Brayak and Emily
Lanctot. Through April 3.

J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan. April 13-16.

Reynolds Recital Hall
15th Annual NMU Jazz Festival with
Latin trumpeter, arranger and
composer Michael Philip Mossman.
April 15.

Mauvais Sort

WINTER 2011
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On campus today
Engineering Tech
programs accredited
ABET Inc., the Accreditation
Board for Engineering and
Technology has set the highereducation standards in the fields of
applied science, computing, engineering and technology for nearly
75 years. Now NMU’s electronic
engineering technology and
mechanical engineering technology
bachelor's degree programs have
been accredited by the prestigious
organization.
“ABET accreditation demonstrates our commitment to providing students with a quality education and ensures that our programs
remain current,” said Mike Rudisill,
head of the engineering technology
department at NMU. “It also provides an added value to our alumni,
who can assure potential employers
that they are graduates from one of
the premier engineering technology
programs in the country.”

Photo
I.D.
On page 15
of the Fall
2010
Northern Horizons, in the photograph of the groundbreaking for the
Jacobetti Skills Center, the woman
in the middle has been identified as
Katie Wright, who served on the
NMU Board and was chair of the
board from 1977-79. Thanks to
Debbie and Joe Skehen for the
identification.
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Shown at the National Medal for Museum and Library Service ceremony at the White
House on Dec. 17, are Jane Ryan ‘81 MAE chairperson of the Marquette/Alger chapter
of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, who was pivotal in the success of the Peter
White Public Library’s Your Mind Matters programming, with library director Pam
Christensen and First Lady Michelle Obama.

More feathers in the cap
NMU was listed first in a recent Good University Ranking Guide blog on
the top furniture design schools.
U.S. News and World Report listed Marquette as one of its “10 Winter
Wonderlands for Retirement.”
Marquette’s Peter White Public Library has won the 2010 National Medal
for Museum and Library Service from The Institute of Museum and
Library Service. It’s one of only five museums and five libraries selected for
the nation’s highest honor for extraordinary civic, educational, economic,
environmental, and social contributions.
In October 2010, Forbes announced its “Ten Best Small Cities to Raise a
Family,” and Marquette was designated No. 3 in the nation.

From burgers to sushi
The former Hardees restaurant on
Presque Isle Avenue, which Northern
purchased about two years ago, is
being renovated to house both NMU’s original Japanese-style restaurant
Temaki and Tea (which has been in the Hedgcock Building) and a Smoothie
King franchise. The restaurant will be self-sustaining and provide hands-on
educational opportunities for NMU hospitality management students, as well
as a late-night study space.
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Have you met Norman yet?
Three student employees in
Communications and Marketing suggested it would be cool if Northern
had its own traveling gnome. With
supervisor support, they purchased a
garden-variety resin figure, customized it with green and gold attire
and named him Norman. The bearded fellow is featured exclusively on
Facebook, where nearly 700 fans follow
his exploits on campus and beyond.
Humorous photos show Norman
crowd-surfing at a Homecoming concert, getting a passport on Passport
Day, touring China, attending
numerous NMU events and enjoying
outdoor recreation such as snowangel making.
Norman made his quiet debut
on the social network in August.

Through personal appearances, word
of mouth and electronic “shares” and
“likes,” he has morphed into a literal
mini celebrity. Students want to be
pictured with him and often ask
where they can get their own NMU
gnome. Based on popular demand,
Norman has his own e-mail address
(norman@nmu.edu) so fans can
request the honor of his appearance
at their activities or suggest places he
should go and things he should do.
Northern is happy to consider requests
from alumni.
“We’re always looking for no-cost
or low-cost ways to show the spirit of
adventure, fun and friendliness at

NMU,” said Anne Stark, NMU’s
marketing director. “Norman’s perfect
for that. We’ve incorporated him into
things already happening and students and alumni have been very
receptive. To give an example of his
appeal, at least one student dressed
up like him for Halloween and
another used his likeness for a pumpkin-carving contest.
“Norman does all the things typical Northern students do. With our
number of student organizations per
capita off the scale compared with
our peers, there are so many cool
things for him to do. But he’s an
independent icon. Norman is not
integrated with the university’s main
Facebook page and he’s not trying to
replace Wildcat Willy. He’s just a

fantastic example of how our students
came up with an idea to engage people on and off campus and ran with
it. People love him.”
Find “Norman the Northern
Gnome” on Facebook.
Norman as a Secret Service agent, in
Tiananmen Square, crowd surfing at the
Homecoming Ying Yang Twins concert
and having a quiet moment with a deer
at Presque Isle.

Sprucing up Northern Horizons
Thank you to the more than 900 Horizons readers who responded to our
readership survey. We learned a lot. We learned that Horizons is well read, that
you’re generally happy with the quality and content of the magazine, and you
most enjoy the Keeping Track alumni notes, alumni profiles, alumni activities, institutional history and traditions and athletics. You’d like to see more of
those things, along with “then and now” type articles and photos, more information about Marquette and the surrounding area, and be better tied in to
what’s happening on campus—both controversy and celebration. You’d like
more ways to share memories, connect with classmates and participate in the
magazine. Over the next year we’ll be working on incorporating these suggestions and more, including creating a dynamic, interactive web version of the
magazine (but keeping the print version, as most of you indicated you prefer).
As always, we welcome your ideas and feedback. Write to us anytime at
horizons@nmu.edu or alumni@nmu.edu.
WINTER 2011
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On campus today
A threat to campus puts emergency response
to real test
The FBI continues to investigate the
threatening blog post that shut down
Northern on Feb. 2. Early that morning, NMU Public Safety received a
phone tip of the online warning to
harm students, faculty and staff.
Authorities determined it was serious
enough to mobilize the university’s
emergency plan. NMU is able to
notify the campus community via
text, e-mail, alert screens that pop up
on all NMU-issued computers and
television monitors in some campus
facilities.
Buildings were evacuated and
residence halls were put on lockdown
with additional security. Students
were able to access dining facilities
later in the day.
An area “person of interest” was
questioned, released and cleared by

The emergency text alert that went to
NMU students, faculty, staff and parents
who had signed up to receive alerts on
their cell phones and computers.
Updates on the situation were also posted on NMU’s website, Facebook, Twitter
and Tumblr and provided to media. A
dedicated phone line was available for
parents of students.
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NMU President Les Wong and Public Safety Director Mike Bath at a media briefing
regarding NMU’s response to a threat that was made to harm the NMU community,
which shut down campus for a day on Feb. 2.

the FBI after it was discovered that
similarly worded blog posts had been
directed at other U.S. universities.
Based on the new information and a
lack of evidence that the threatening
post originated locally, NMU
reopened and resumed classes the
next day.
“I am impressed by how fast the
campus reacted in a professional,
mature way,” said NMU President
Les Wong. “We were pleased all of
our emergency communications systems we test on a regular basis
worked effectively in this situation.
In Presidents 101 you talk about
emergencies, but it’s much different
when you experience one. I hope it’s
the last time in my career we do this.
“My biggest surprise was the

speed at which news travels across the
country. I received text offers of help
during the crisis and congratulatory
notes for how it was handled. I want
to personally thank all local law
enforcement and emergency agencies
for stepping up quickly and offering
their assistance.”
NMU Public Safety and the FBI
were assisted by the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
(ATF), Marquette County Sheriff ’s
Department and Marquette City
Police. NMU Public Safety Director
Mike Bath said there would be a
number of debriefings to assess and
refine the university’s response and its
collaboration with local agencies.
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Two fall Wildcat teams make NCAAs
By Maggie Iverson
Following last
year’s success of
four Wildcat
team appearances
in the NCAAs,
Dana Stephens, with ball, was selected to
two
NMU
the all-region third and all-GLIAC second
squads—soccer
teams.
and volleyball—
followed suit in fall 2010. The soccer team made its firstever NCAA appearance. NMU was the No. 6 seed facing
No. 3 Northern Kentucky. The battle was scoreless in the
first half before NKU got on a second-half roll and
downed NMU 4-0. The volleyball ‘Cats earned their
third consecutive NCAA bid, traveling to Hillsdale for a
second 2010 meeting with Indianapolis, the team that
ended the Wildcats’ 17-game unbeaten streak earlier in
the year. In the tournament match, IU overpowered the
‘Cats for a 3-1 victory.
Soccer: The Wildcat soccer team started the season with a
10-game unbeaten streak, going 6-0-4. NMU posted a 9-65 overall record and an 8-4-3 Great Lakes Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (GLIAC) mark, which was good for
second place in the North Division. NMU demonstrated
its tenaciousness as evidenced in the 2-0-5 record for its
seven overtime games. In the GLIAC Tournament quarterfinal, the ‘Cats hosted and beat Ferris State University, 43, but lost 2-0 to Tiffin on the road in the semifinals.
Coach Matt Granstrand loses three seniors from the
squad, including forward Dana Stephens (11-2-24), who
was selected to the all-region third and all-GLIAC second
teams. Stephens had 29 career goals, including 10 gamewinners, and six assists.
Volleyball: The Wildcat volleyball season included a 17game unbeaten streak, 22-7 overall record, second place in
the GLIAC North Division (15-4), one home loss, and
the No. 23 spot in the final national poll.
At the GLIAC Tournament, Coach Dominic Yoder’s
squad beat Tiffin at home 3-0 before losing 3-2 in the
quarterfinals to Grand Valley State on the road in the
semifinals.

Four Wildcats were named to the All-GLIAC team:
sophomore setter Abby Lovell and freshman outside hitter
Ana Lopes to the first team and junior middle hitter
Emma Wolfe and sophomore middle hitter Sami Vierk to
the second team. Lopes was chosen the GLIAC Freshman
of the Year. Right side hitter Katie Twardzik (64 blocks)
was the squad’s lone senior.
Football: Coach Bernie Anderson’s team went 5-6 overall
and 5-5 in GLIAC play. The defense averaged 16.6 points
a game in scoring defense to rank first in the league in
total defense and eighth in the country.
Ten ‘Cats were recognized by the GLIAC, including
junior linebacker Eddie Knoblock (83 tackles) and senior
defensive back DJ Oke on the first team.
Anderson loses 12 lettermen, but returns 88, including 23 seniors, in 2011.
Cross Country: Coach Jenny Ryan’s young team of
Wildcat runners competed in seven meets, finishing 10th
at the GLIAC Championships and 15th at the NCAA
Great Lakes Regional Championships. Senior Kristen
Schulz was the top NMU performer at the GLIAC meet
with 39th place. Along with Schulz, the team loses three
other seniors.
Golf: The Wildcat golf
team enjoyed considerable improvement in the
fall portion of the season. NMU finished
ninth at the GLIAC Fall
Championships. Junior
Tony Bilich had a top
20 finish with 17th at
the league meet.
Follow the NMU
Wildcats in action at
www.nmu.edu/Athletics.
GLIAC Freshman of the Year
Ana Lopes.
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High-tech,
high-touch,
with
President
Obama
By Kristi Evans

N

orthern was selected as the site for President Barack Obama to announce his Wireless
Innovation and Infrastructure Initiative, which would give at least 98 percent of
Americans access to high-speed wireless services. Speaking to a full house in Vandament
Arena on Feb. 10, Obama held up Northern’s WiMAX network as a leading example of broadband’s capabilities. He also pointed to Marquette businesses such as Getz’s Clothiers that have
grown because high-speed Internet allows them to export products to new global markets.

White House staff members first
contacted NMU for more information on its WiMAX network shortly
before the president’s State of the
Union address. University administrators wondered if Obama might
reference NMU in the speech after
alluding to his national wireless initiative. When that didn’t happen, it
soon became obvious the White
House had something else in mind:
flying the president to Marquette to
unveil details of the plan.

Obama told the NMU audience
the government must invest in a
technology infrastructure to move
information and create new markets,
much like it invested in the
transcontinental railroad years ago to
connect the country and spawn a
nationwide economy. He said more
than 90 percent of homes in South
Korea subscribe to high-speed broadband, but in the United States—the
nation that created the Internet—it’s
only 65 percent.

Horizons Inside Winter 2011:Winter 2011 3/14/11 10:16 AM Page 16

A warm welcome on a cold day

“For millions of Americans, the railway hasn’t showed
up yet,” Obama said. “You know this here in northern
Michigan. For a decade, this university has given a new
laptop to every incoming student. Wi-Fi stretched across
campus. But if you lived off campus, like most students
here, you were largely out of luck. Broadband was often
too expensive to afford. And if you lived a bit further out,
you might have been completely out of luck because
providers often won’t build networks where it’s not profitable.
“So this university tried something new. You partnered with various companies to build a high-speed, nextgeneration wireless network. And you managed to install
it with six people in only four days without raising
tuition. Good job. Good job! … There’s a whole bunch
of stuff in Washington I would like to see done in four
days with six people.”
NMU is the only university in the country to operate
its own WiMAX network. This fourth-generation (4G)
technology is capable of transferring data, voice and video at
distances far beyond what is available with traditional Wi-Fi.
NMU celebrated the official rollout in August 2009. Now
all NMU-issued laptops are WiMAX-enabled and the coverage area has expanded to roughly 40 square miles.

The NMU Jazz Combo entertained the crowd

About 900 students and 400 NMU and community
members attended

The university partnered with technology leaders
Intel, Lenovo, Motorola and Cisco to launch the network.
It also relies on the cooperation of area municipalities. In
exchange for permission to install WiMAX equipment
rent-free on structures such as water towers, NMU allows
city governments non-commercial use of the network.
Police officers can access crime databases from laptops in
their vehicles. Firefighters can download blueprints on
their way to burning buildings. Public works departments
are able to remotely monitor pumps and equipment without
having to build expensive, wired links to remote locations.
WiMAX gives NMU students equal access to course-related content, now often comprised of high-resolution streaming
media, graphics and interactive features. Students and faculty
conducting research or scholarly activities in the field can also
benefit from remote connectivity to the network.
"President Obama's visit was phenomenal recognition for the innovative work NMU has accomplished on
so many fronts—first the laptop culture and now
WiMAX,” said NMU President Les Wong. “His staff
asked me, ‘What’s next?’ I'll have to give that some
thought. How fitting and appropriate that his wireless initiative should be announced from NMU's campus. We

An intimate setting in the PEIF’s Vandament Arena
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A thrill of a lifetime

Many student volunteers helped at the event

can be proud that President Obama hails us
as the nation's example of tomorrow's
wireless community."
NMU gained significant international
media coverage, both related to President
Obama’s wireless initiative and his timely
opening remarks about the revolution
unfolding in Egypt before President Hosni
Mubarek stepped down.
“We are witnessing history unfold,” he
said. “It’s a moment of transformation that’s
taking place because the people of Egypt are
calling for change. And they’ve turned out
in extraordinary numbers representing all
ages and all walks of life. But it’s young
people who’ve been at the forefront—a new
generation, your generation, who want their
voices to be heard. Going forward, we want

those young people and all Egyptians to
know America will continue to do everything we can to support an orderly and genuine transition to democracy in Egypt.”
Obama was greeted upon Air Force
One’s arrival at Sawyer International Airport
by Marquette Mayor John Kivela. He greeted observers before being whisked off by his
motorcade to downtown Marquette. The
president enjoyed a sandwich at Donckers,
then traveled the lakeshore route to campus
to participate in a WiMAX demonstration
and deliver his speech. He was in town only
a few hours, but the pride of NMU’s shining moment in the national spotlight will
linger much longer. As Wong enthusiastically told the crowd, it was a great day to be a
Wildcat. ■

Drew VanBuren, a senior
who has had three tours
of duty, led the Pledge
of Allegiance.
Student Kelli
Polkinghorne sang the
National Anthem.
NMU President Les
Wong and U.S. Senator
Carl Levin gave opening
remarks.
WINTER 2011
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Being able to see some of the "behindthe-scenes" activity and what all went into
making this happen, was incredible. This
unique opportunity allowed me to use my
leadership skills in a way I never imaged
possible while going to school here.
—Dan Freeborn, senior,
graphic communications

I had the honor to volunteer under the White House with the ADA,
or the Americans with Disability Act. I stood near the security
entrance with the Secret Service waiting for those who needed
assistance. From this experience I was able to gain a practical
experience in community settings because I was representing not
only NMU, but the White House and the President. I can’t wait to
someday share my experiences with my own classrooms.
—Renee Smith, senior, elementary education

What I remember the most is President
Obama's comment, “Hustle harder, America.”
—Scott Wanhala, senior, public relations/
art and design

The day before the event I didn't think I was
going to be able to go, since I didn't have an
invite; I ended up volunteering, sitting front row,
and shaking the hand of the first African
American president! Obama has a presence like
none other I have ever experienced. What he
had to say about our WiMAX Internet network
made me appreciate it so much more.
—Emily Goodman, sophomore, physical geography
Because NMU is a smaller
school, I sometimes feel as
though we go unnoticed on a
national level. It was such a
great feeling for everyone to
know that we are at the
cutting edge of technology
and that we have been
recognized for it by the leader
of our nation.
—Mollie Anderson, junior,
communication studies
18
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Joe Lubig, Lauren Fusilier and Paul Trdan watch as the president converses with students in Big Bay and Negaunee, “beamed in” via WiMAX.

NMU’s WiMAX: A model for the country

P

resident Barack Obama said he felt like a Star Trek
character “being beamed across the Upper
Peninsula” during a 12-minute WiMAX
demonstration preceding his speech at NMU.
Obama stood before two monitors in the Wildcat
Room of the Berry Events Center and interacted via
videoconference with a high school chemistry class in
Negaunee and 7th and 8th graders at Powell Township
School in Big Bay. Before being transported to these
locations, he was greeted briefly by NMU Education
Professor Joe Lubig ’91 BS, ’00 MAE and students
Lauren Fusilier and Paul Trdan.
“Originally we were going to show how we can
remotely yet visually monitor student teachers in the field
and break down their lessons,” said Lubig. “The White
House advance team thought that was cool, but they
really wanted to see the president interacting to demonstrate how guest speakers might be connected through
technology. They arranged the physical design of the
room and everything. Because they were so well-prepared,
politely forceful and attentive, none of us felt the level of
stress we probably should have, given the circumstances.
The president uses this kind of technology every day, but
he took part in a playful, relaxed activity that allowed us
to show him how we apply it in education.”
Fusilier, a senior elementary and special education
major from Stockbridge, said, “He asked our names, what
we were studying and how we use technology. I told him

By Kristi Evans
it’s second nature to us because we have daily access to it
at Northern. Technology is making the world more accessible. Kids who normally wouldn’t get out of the U.P. can
take virtual tours of farms throughout the state for a unit
on agriculture or even travel to Colonial Williamsburg.
Classrooms from different school districts can collaborate
on similar experiments. There’s a lot of potential.”
Trdan, a post-baccalaureate secondary education
major from Marquette, said WiMAX showcased an interactive means of reaching out to neighboring classroom
communities “when discussing similar academic activities,
social challenges such as bullying and global issues such as
the civil unrest in Egypt. I feel President Obama was
impressed with how our use of technology has helped
shape the problem-solving process into more of a bottomup movement instead of a top-down one. Ultimately, it
has allowed students to take a more active role in their
own education and future.”
Powell Township’s Jill Bevins ’95 MAE, ’06 EDS
credited a supportive school board with making technology part of the curriculum from 1st grade on. She showed
the president a student’s video commercial endorsing
paper over plastic. Negaunee High student teacher Ben
Platt, who works with supervising teacher Helen
Grossman ’91 MAE, told Obama that WiMAX is used
for research, to create and turn in projects electronically
and for online student evaluations.
“It was remarkable to see the possibilities for these
WINTER 2011
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young people who are able to, let’s say, do a chemistry experiment and then
compare the results with kids in Boston,” said Obama afterward. “Or if there’s
some learning tool or material they don’t have immediately accessible in their
school, they can connect to the university and tap into it.”
According to Lubig, NMU’s School of Education uses wireless technology to conduct mock interviews and connect students with potential employers. He said schools are looking for teachers who have a firm grasp of technology and innovative ideas for marrying that with the curriculum.
“With Northern’s technology program, our students are on the cutting
edge. There’s no limitation anymore. Students in our methods course help 3rd
graders create digital storybooks for family and friends. One of our student
teachers in Petoskey built a Facebook page to go along with a lesson on
Africa. She extended through social media a conversation about their learning
to find out how long they would talk about it beyond the classroom if they
were doing it through a channel they’re comfortable with. And how long would
it take someone from Africa to connect and become involved in the discussion?”
Much of the credit for the technically flawless demo goes to NMU’s
audio-visual and information technology crew, which included Eric Smith,
director of broadcast and A/V services.
“There was a moment in President Obama’s interaction with students
where the technology seemed to melt away and he was having a substantive
discussion with them about foreign policy and technology in the workforce,”
Smith said. “As he was about to walk away, a high school student said this
type of interactive technology allows us to connect with other parts of the
world and we’re likely to find our differences are not as great as our similarities. The president ended up referencing that in his speech. There were some
spontaneous ‘ah-ha’ moments that people didn’t expect, which made this
much more than a simple demo.” ■

“It was remarkable to see the possibilities for these young people
who are able to, let’s say, do a chemistry experiment and then
compare the results with kids in Boston,” said Obama.
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Connecting Big Bay
With an assist from the Granite
Island Light Station on Lake
Superior, Northern is able to deliver
high-speed Internet to the remote
Powell Township School in Big Bay.
But the rugged and hilly U.P. terrain presented an obstacle in connecting the tiny community north
of Marquette.
“We tried different wireless
shots out of Marquette and another
tower option fell through so we
couldn’t do it over land as we had
hoped,” said Dave Maki, the university’s chief technology officer.
“But we knew Granite Island had a link
so we got permission to put equipment
there and re-route the signal.”
It helped that the island, located about 10 miles offshore, is
owned by Scott Holman ’65 BS.
The light station is powered by
solar panels, wind generators and a
backup propane-fueled generator.
“Propane backs up solar and
with less sunshine in the winter, the
supply was starting to run a little
low,” Holman said. “So we needed
to make a propane delivery to make
sure there would be backup power
during the president’s visit and
through the winter. We launched a
boat from Upper Harbor and broke
through 2-3 inches of ice for about
200 yards and negotiated ice flows
out to the island.”
A WiMAX antenna on the Big
Bay water tower distributes the signal to the school, which enrolls 55
PreK-8 students and buses local
highschoolers to Negaunee, which
isn’t always possible in bad weather.
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W

hen I learned that
President Barack Obama
was coming to
Marquette, I knew it was huge for
my department and thought how
happy my resume was going to be. As
an intern with the NMU
Communications and Marketing
Office, I made sure to arrive to work
extra early to steal any Obama opportunities that were on the table. Cindy
[Paavola], my boss, gave me the task
of recruiting volunteers. She handed
me a phone number and told me to
schedule a meeting with Michael, a
member of the White House
Advance Team. Making that call was
extremely intimidating, but I was
simultaneously updating my
Facebook status to “be right back,
calling The White House, no big
deal.” Cindy had also recruited fellow
intern Maggie Iverson, and former
intern Kyle Lynch, now a graduate
student, to serve as point people for
all things related to volunteers and
crowd control.

I updated my Facebook
status to “be right back,
calling The White House.”
The three of us didn’t know
what to expect from Michael of the
White House team at that first meeting. Images of various members of
“The West Wing” TV show came to
mind. He ended up being a super
friendly, well-dressed, upbeat but professional individual who, surprisingly,
was interested in getting to know us.
It was kind of a shock that he was
only a few years older than us despite
commanding such a high position.
I started thinking about what
students and student groups would
be hungry for the volunteer opportunities Michael described. I first targeted Public Relations Student
Society of America members so they

Making it happen
Working with the White House Advance Team
By Dylan Ebbers
NMU student volunteer team captains, from left, Kyle Lynch ‘10 BS, Dylan Ebbers and
Maggie Iverson on duty at Vandament Arena.

could get event management experience. I then moved on to any other
group I thought would represent
both NMU and the President of the
United States in the most professional manner. Despite having the volunteer quota raised from 40 to 60 in
the first 24 hours, we had our crew
and an extensive waiting list of volunteers by Tuesday.
That evening we held a training
session for our “team captains” who
were in charge of the different areas
of the event, such as parking, ushers,
and VIP seating. Each would hold
their own training session Wednesday
night for their area’s volunteers.
Come “Game Day,” as Michael
called it, I was so excited that I ended
up being suited up and ready by 7 a.m.,
so I went over notes I had written, like
“everyone needs to be in the room once
POTUS takes the stage.”
Maggie was in charge of managing outside of the magnetometers,
Kyle was in charge of managing
inside the event and I was given special clearance to go back and forth
through security to constantly make
sure the event went as smoothly as
possible. It was important for attendees to know security procedures
prior to the security desk so that the

line continued to move quickly.
There were a couple people still trickling in during the national anthem and
NMU President Wong’s remarks,
which was stressful because it caused us
to cut it close to have everyone seated
before the president took the stage.
I vaguely remember some of
what the President said during the
half hour that he was in the
Vandament Arena. I probably would
have remembered more had I not been
on an all-out whirlwind for the four
days leading up to the moment he
entered the venue. In what seemed like
a minute-long speech, President Obama
was off the stage, shaking hands and out
of the building. I couldn’t believe how
well everything went!
And then, just like that, it was
over. The four fastest days of my life
ended with me helping Michael and
his staff take down and fold the
“Winning the Future” banner that
scaled the curtain behind the
president during his speech.
Just a couple days working with
Michael made me realize that my
future may not be headed for sports
public relations, but maybe I’ll check
out the political side of the PR field.
I guess I’ll see it all more clearly when
I win my own future. ■
WINTER 2011

21

Horizons Inside Winter 2011:Winter 2011 3/14/11 10:17 AM Page 22

Racing for the
White House
By Cindy Paavola ’84 BS

AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster

I

t was just like a scene in a movie:
black federal SUVs and vans racing away from Air Force One,
tearing down a highway, tightly
packed together.
Except it was real for Joe Bicigo
’85 Cert., ’92 AS—driving in the
presidential motorcade that brought
President Barack Obama, members of
his staff, Senator Carl Levin, White
House correspondents and Secret
Service members from Sawyer
International Airport to NMU and
back again—all at high rates of speed.
A few days before the presidential
visit, Bicigo received a mid-day call
from his wife, Helen ’92 AB, wanting
to know if he’d like to volunteer to
drive in the motorcade. “My first
thought was, ‘Is this for real?’”
Now, weeks later, there are still
moments when Bicigo has to remind
himself he wasn’t dreaming.
The White House requested 12
volunteer drivers for the motorcade.
The drivers had to be 21 or older and
have a good driving record. Driving
would mean missing the president’s
speech, as drivers would need to stay
with their vehicles at all times. Their
day would start at 7:30 a.m. picking
up their rented vans, and they would
need to be at the airport and through
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security by 9 a.m.
“Tim Sneed, the White House
person we were working for, stressed
we could take directions from only
three people: him and two Secret
Service guys—not the local police, not
other Secret Service. We were also told
that everything would be hurry up and
wait, which it was. But when the president arrived—bam, he was there and
everything just flew into action.”
The motorcade participants were
told what the dress code would be the
night before based on what the president planned to wear for the occasion. “Everyone in the motorcade has
to dress in the same manner as the
president. So, if he’s dressed casual,
such as when he goes to Camp
David, then all motorcade members
are dressed casual. That helps to make
it harder for someone to pick out the
president within the group as it’s racing by,” says Bicigo. That day, the president was wearing a dark suit and tie.
Bicigo said it was fascinating to
watch the behind-the-scenes work
preparing the vehicles and airport security prior to the president’s arrival, and
that made the hours zip by.
“The vehicles had to be parked
perfectly spaced. They were actually
out measuring the spacing. Walking
around were Secret Service with
assault weapons and some with combat holsters on their thighs for easy
access to their weapons,” says Bicigo.
Bicigo drove the support van
identified as “Camera 1,” which car-

Joe Bicigo in the motorcade

ried several national television news
crews and two Secret Service officers.
Once the president finished meeting the crowd at the airport and
climbed into his SUV, the race was on.
Bicigo said the goal was to drive fast,
keeping the vehicles close together,
“with no more than about one and a
half car lengths in between.
“I didn’t really glance down at the
speedometer when we were on M-553
because I was so busy watching the
bumper in front of me, but when we
got to Lakeshore Boulevard I saw we
were doing over 60 miles per hour and
we had been going a lot faster than
that on the highway, probably between
80 to 85 miles per hour. “
Bicigo was behind one of the
federal vehicles, which are required to
make frequent lane changes for security purposes. “They were flying and
changing lanes back and forth and I
was following the best I could. It was
exciting, but very intense. One of the
Secret Service guys complimented me
on how well I did.”
Bicigo listened to the president’s
speech on his van’s radio. As it was
ending, Sneed surprised the drivers,
calling them to quickly come into the
hallway of the arena where the president shook each one’s hand and then
gathered them for a quick group
photo before they were hustled back
to their vehicles. Moments later, the
race began back to the airport.
Bicigo got a word of advice from
one of the Secret Service officers as he
deposited him back at the airport.
“He kiddingly told me to remember
not to drive that fast on the way back
home. I think I did drive probably
faster than normal going back; I was
still on such an adrenaline rush!’” ■
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LUNCH
with the President

F

Official White House photo by Samantha Appleton

the right place at the right time.”
They sat in the back, where they
usually do, near one other table with
a few students at it.
“Before long,” Lucas recalls, “He

Courtesy of Dave Lucas

aculty members from the
Physics Department at
Northern always go out to
lunch on Thursdays. They pick a different restaurant to go to each week
and had decided on Donckers, certainly not expecting to order off the
by Rebecca Tavernini
same menu as the president of the
United States. “We heard a rumor he motorcade parked there. It was eerie,
was going to the Vierling,” says Dave because we were the only people
Lucas, department head.
there other than police, who were
As he, fellow professors Dave
everywhere. Neil told a policeman we
Donovan and Neil Russell, and Barb
had reservations, and asked if we
Munson ’01 AA, who was on her last could still get in.”
day of filling
in as the
It was surreal. I couldn’t
department
secretary, were believe they were letting us in.
driving downThe Secret
town, Washington Street was jammed Service gave them
with traffic, so they skirted around it
the OK, they were
to the parking lot behind Donckers,
“wanded” and told
near the Delft Theatre. They noticed
to stay downstairs
a policeman at the back door of the
at the restaurant,
historic restaurant, which is known
mostly because it
for its candy, but it still didn’t sink in was crowded
what was going on. “He told us to go upstairs where the
around front, so we went up the
president was eating. “It was surreal,”
stairwell and through the hallways to
says Munson. “I couldn’t believe they
Washington Street and then saw the
were letting us in. I was certainly in

came down the stairs, carrying a huge
bag of takeout, and saw us in the
back. He came over and shook our
hands and said hello. One of the students at the other table asked Obama
if he knew his dad and told him his
name. We were thinking, ‘Right.
What’s up with this kid?’ Then
Obama says, ‘Yes, he was my campaign manager in Washington.’”
As Obama chatted with other
diners, signed books and accepted a
box of candy, the physics group took
some photos with their cell phones
and couldn’t believe how lucky they
were. “I’m a Packers fan,” Lucas says.
“So what a week that was!” ■
WINTER 2011
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P

reparing for the president’s arrival started about a
week before he touched down in Air Force One at
Sawyer International Airport, but the excitement
really picked up when two C-17 cargo planes landed in
advance. The planes carried four, shiny black Suburbans
sporting the presidential seal, the Marine One helicopter
and several support vehicles. Another commercial airliner
brought dozens of media people.
Working with the White House Advance Team, “We
tried to provide them the ability to make this a safe arrival
for the president,” says Scott Erbisch ’93 MPA, airport
director. “I was just one little piece of a big component,
out of many people that made everything happen.”
When Air Force One finally radioed in to land, and
the president and Senator Carl Levin stepped off the
plane, Erbisch was still busy inside the airport continuing
to help make things happen. He got to see the president
at a distance and watched as he jogged over to shake
hands with the small, and surprised, welcoming party
bundled up on the tarmac in zero degree weather.
Erbisch didn’t miss out on all of the action, however,
as shortly after the motorcade left for Marquette, he was
asked if he would like a tour of the president’s plane. “I
said it would be a real pleasure and an honor.” He and a
few others were led onboard through an entrance near the
belly of the plane. They were given the option of putting

on booties or going shoeless. As Erbisch was dressed for
U.P. conditions in large boots, the booties didn’t fit, so he,
and others, went in stocking feet. They walked up to the
main level (level 2) and saw the president’s suite, conference room, and how the aft of the aircraft is divided by
various seating arrangements—for the secretary of state
and senior staff, guests, the press, security crew and others. While it’s very comfortable looking, Erbisch says it’s
not overly luxurious. “It is quite business-oriented.
“We were told that the interior was designed with a
lot of input from Nancy Reagan. The plane has been in
service since 1990, and they expect it to be in operation
for many years to come.” Learning about the history of
the plane from the crew member leading them on the
tour was a highlight for Erbisch. “He pointed out where
various historical moments had taken place, and I could
recall seeing some particular photos, such as President
Bush looking out the window after Hurricane Katrina.”
Erbisch said that there was still a large crew on board
during his tour, cooking in the galley and busy with
maintenance. He also got to go up to level 1 and saw the
communications area and cockpit. “It’s quite a view from
there, over three stories up.”
A few hours later, at 3 p.m., as he watched Air Force
One taxi and lift off, it was quite a view from the ground,
too, and quite a day. ■

No ordinary day at the airport
Photos courtesy of: large Air Force One, Bob Aschbacher; and
from left at top: C-17, Midwest Air Traffic Control Tower staff
at Sawyer; handshake, Anne Giroux; jogging, Cheryl Cox.
See more photos at www.sawyerairport.com

by Rebecca Tavernini
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NMU’s past with presidents
by Rebecca Tavernini

P

resident Obama is the second sitting president to
visit Northern Michigan University, after George
W. Bush had a campaign rally for his second term
at the Superior Dome on July 13, 2004. But the campus,
and Marquette community, have hosted a number of
other presidents before or after their terms in the White
House.
On November 15, 1978, former President Gerald R.
Ford delivered a university convocation address. In his
two-day visit, he toured campus, taught three political science classes, met with high school students and had lunch
with faculty and honors students. In the classroom, he
told students, “don’t be shy,” in asking him questions. A
newspaper article reported, “Students remarked that his
lectures were informative
rchives
NMU A
and easily understood,
delivered in a relaxed manner that quickly established an ease of two-way
communication. They
came away surprised,
impressed and somewhat subdued.” His
convocation lecture
was a plea for more
ach involvement in eleco
c
ll
a
U footb
ith NM
tions and governFord w
ld
ra
e
nt G
978.
1
in
Preside
r
e
ment.
“Today,
many Americans
emach
Bill Rad
seem to be losing the sense of challenge and opportunity that has so characterized the American experience,”
he lamented, but then added later: “One great source of
optimism is this spirit of community cooperation I see in
the smaller towns and villages, in places like this rugged
Upper Peninsula, of this state I know so well.”
George H.W. Bush, while chairman of the
Republican National Committee, gave the commencement address at Northern on December 22, 1973, 16
years before becoming president. He reflected on his experience as ambassador to the United Nations, and also
called for more involvement, touching on the after-effects
of “one of the most traumatic years in our country’s history,” he said. “Because of Watergate and its wide range of
ugly connotation, people have been compelled to examine
our system much more closely. No question about it, your
idealism has been sully [sic]. Just let me tell you something—so is mine... But having had those two unique

years at the United Nations,
I feel strongly that now,
above all, is the time for
involvement.” He also
touched on the “powderkeg” of the Middle East
and strains between
Russia and the People’s
Republic of China.
While William
Steve M
ariucci
'77 BS,
Howard Taft didn’t step President Georg
'83 MA
E welco
e W. Bu
Dome in
me
sh to th
2004.
foot on campus, he did
e Superi d
or
spend two September days in
Marquette while running for re-election in 1911. His
visit was marked by an automobile parade to Presque Isle,
with the parade route lined by 12,000 cheering citizens; a
public address where the president spoke about proposed
arbitration treaties with England and France; and a downtown luncheon. The president said, “I have wanted to
come to Marquette for 20 years, as I have often heard of
its scenic beauty and the sterling character of its people...
Marquette has more than lived up to my expectations.”
Theodore Roosevelt made two trips to Marquette; the
first in 1912 as presidential candidate for the Progressive
Bull Moose Party, in hopes of regaining the White House
from Taft. Sarah Bottrell '24. Life Cert., '29 AS, recalls,
“My mother took me down to the train [in Ishpeming].
He was talking politics. At the time he was electioneering
to become president again.” She also remembers receiving
an official “teddy” bear after his visit. His second visit was
in 1912 for the court hearing of a lawsuit he filed against
George A. Newett, publisher of the Iron Ore newspaper.
In an editorial, Newett had written, “Roosevelt lies and
curses in a most disgusting way, he gets drunk, too, and
not infrequently...”. Newett eventually admitted wrongdoing,
and Roosevelt was vindicated and awarded six cents in damages.
Other local visits included Richard Nixon as vice
president in 1955 and Al Gore when he was campaigning
in 1992 and as vice president in 1994.
As NMU and Marquette continue to be in the spotlight for innovation and quality of life, many students and
residents are hoping we’ll see many more commander in
chiefs on campus.
Special thanks to the NMU and Central Upper Peninsula Archives,
The Mining Journal and a History 336 paper by Pamela S.
Stanaway ’81 BS.
WINTER 2011
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Foundation news

The Discovery Initiative pilot project team, with alumnus and NMU Foundation Board president Kevin Boyle ‘81 BS, from left: Andrew
Hill, Thao Do, Erin Schafer, Brendan Franklin, Hunter Harig, Brittany Woodard, Cheyenne Marlin

Discovering the alumni experience
Spring break at NMU offers students opportunities to
recharge, whether it’s spending time with family, spending
a week on a beach with friends or other ways of catching
up and relaxing. However, this spring break, a core group
of students will spent their week taking advantage of a
unique new program to connect with you, the alumni of
NMU.
"Our alumni are one of our greatest assets.
That is why we are reaching out through
The Discovery Initiative to hear their stories
and insights."
—NMU President Les Wong
This pilot venture is called The Discovery Initiative
and is being developed and implemented by the NMU
Foundation with a grant from the Wildcat Innovation
Fund. The Fund was established to support innovation
26
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among faculty and staff as part of NMU’s Road Map to
2015 strategic plan.
Student representatives will visit with participating
alumni and engage them in active dialogue to:
• Understand their perceptions of NMU and learn about
their life experiences since graduating.
• Gather information about what resources would help
them stay more connected to NMU.
• Hear how they feel about the education they received at
NMU and the effect their NMU experience has had
on their lives and careers.
• Listen to their perceptions about NMU today and what
challenges and opportunities they see for the university
in the future.
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• Learn how they would like to be involved with NMU.
• Discover what the university can do to stay relevant to
them and keep them interested, informed and engaged.
“Our alumni are one of our greatest assets,” says
NMU President Les Wong. “That is why we are reaching
out through The Discovery Initiative to hear their stories
and insights, to share information about campus life today
and to build strong bonds between our students, our
alumni and our university.“
“I want to learn the stories of NMU graduates
and how Northern helped them succeed. I
hope to gain a relationship with the alumni I
meet, and be able to contact them as a
resource. This will further enhance my leadership abilities and help me succeed in my
career and the community.”
—Erin Schafer
The pilot program will be led by Andrew Hill ’03 BS.
Hill was the associate director for student-alumni programs
at The George Washington University in Washington, D.C
before returning to Marquette with his family.
Hill says, “We’re very excited to launch this program

Alumnus Kevin Boyle contributes to a team training session.

and very grateful to the university for providing the
resources to pilot it. This is an organized effort to bring
students and alumni together, to harness their energies
and strengthen NMU for tomorrow. Alumni will be able
to let us know their thoughts and feelings about NMU.
In addition, this is an amazing networking and career
mentoring opportunity for students, allowing them to
play an active role in shaping their school for current and
future students.”

THE COUCH SHOW
This
February,
more than
270 NMU
students
shared a
couch. Well,
not all at the
same time.
Last
semester the NMU Foundation conducted the “I’m Here Because Of
You” campaign to raise student
awareness of the many ways in which
private giving, especially alumni giving, creates educational opportunities
and supports the NMU experience.
This semester the Foundation
wanted to provide an opportunity for
students to “put themselves in the

picture” and have a chance to tell us
about their NMU experience. Over
270 students responded and had
their photos taken in various locations around campus. Each student
filled out a comments card to accompany their photo. The comments
card asked about their NMU experience and asked them to complete the
sentence, “I’m here because
________.” These expressions of
pride, humor, inspiration and determination will be celebrated in an
exhibit titled THE COUCH SHOW.
The show is a collaborative effort
between the NMU Foundation and
the Student Art Gallery.
Why is it called THE COUCH
SHOW? The only reoccurring
aesthetic element in the photographs

is the presence of an eighties-era
couch that was carted around to each
shooting session. The presence of the
couch was used to emphasize the
diversity of the participating students
and to provide an additional channel
for self-expression.
Watch for an online exhibit
coming soon to our website. Your
NMU experience may have been very
much the same as theirs. Or was it?
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Alumni in touch
Missing Alumni
We know they’re out there.
Can you help us locate these
people?
Kate L. (Stewart) Johnson ‘10
Gladys T. (Treloar) Christie ‘20
Jack B. Griffin ‘23
Carl E. Senob ‘32
Marian M. (Sullivan) Frechette ’39
Elizabeth (Borga) McDonald ’44
Raymond L. Godmer ‘50
Vincent J. Eutizzi ‘52
Agnes M. (Oliver) Boley ‘59
James A. Charbeneau ‘62
Mirian H. (Huotari) Bierstaker ‘64
Charles G. Caldwell ‘70
Janice N. (Strand) Wyssling ‘73
Mary (Winegarden) Colley ‘76
Monica L. Laviolette ‘84
Steven E. Jampsa ‘84
Gregory A. Fish ‘88

Lifetime Members
We’d like to thank the
following people who have
recently joined as lifetime
members of the NMU Alumni
Association.
William R. and Rebecca J.
Anderson ’78
William R. Gaston ‘86
Daniel J. Linsky ’00
Laurie Kay Mosher-Paulin ’83
Steve M. ‘82 and Joan A. ‘85
Nystrom ’85
Jeremy Potter ’98
Jeron A. Schmidt ’08
Did you know benefits of being a
member of the Alumni
Association include discounts on:
• Group insurance
• Lodging and car rental
• NMU merchandise and events
• Office supplies
• PEIF recreation passes
Join today! www.nmu.edu/alumni
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Does Northern
have an alumni directory?
That’s a fascinating question in
today’s world. If you had asked 10
years ago, you would have been told
“yes” and directed to purchase the
553-page hardcover edition of the
NMU Alumni Directory. Today, the
answer to that question remains
“yes,” but you won’t find anything
to purchase. The era of printed
alumni directories went out the
door when the online era came in.
And what changes it has
brought about for staying connected,
especially in the alumni business!
Any alumni office will tell you
that it’s difficult to keep track of
graduates, especially recent grads. As
alumni, you know what it was like
once you graduated. You moved to
where the job was, often making
several moves over a couple of years.
Few people think to keep their

alumni office up to date with their
address. So you miss out on
invitations, magazines, events and
networking opportunities. And any
printed alumni directory becomes
out-of-date almost as soon as it’s
printed.
Enter the era of social media,
which the NMU Alumni
Association has been a part of since
2007. That’s when we established
the Northern Network. It’s our
secure, online community, powered
by InCircle. The Northern Network
is the alumni directory.
• All 60,000 NMU alumni are listed
in the Northern Network so you can
look up specific friends and
colleagues. All NMU faculty and
staff are also in the site. More than
6,000 alumni have completed their
profiles and are engaged participants.
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• The Northern Network is easily
accessible, free of charge and
exclusive to the NMU family.
• It enables alumni to easily network by professional groups, affinity
groups and geographic locations.
• It contains thousands of job
postings from companies nationwide. It allows you to search jobs and
post your resume.
But like a directory, the only way
anyone is going to be able to find
you, is if you tell them (and us)
where you are.
Do you update your Facebook
profile? Do you update your
LinkedIn profile? Then you should be
updating your Northern Network
profile. You can find the Northern
Network on the Alumni Association
webpage: www.nmu.edu/alumni. In
addition, we’ve made it even easier to
keep everything up to date: You can
link your Northern Network profile
to your Facebook page. Just look for
the InCircle application on Facebook.
While creating new obstacles,
today’s social media have also created
a wealth of new opportunities. Isn’t it
amazing how easily we can connect
today in ways that were impossible
even to imagine only a few years ago?
Think about how social media has
changed, or could change, your life.
Have you re-connected with former
classmates on Facebook? Has
LinkedIn helped you network in your
career field? Do you follow NMU

sports scores on Twitter? Social media
allows us to stay in touch with friends
and family no matter where they are
on the globe: we can Instant Message
friends in Egypt; we can email family
members serving in the military in
Afghanistan; we can Skype friends at
the North Pole.
Thanks to the power of social
media, NMU alumni are finding it
easier than ever to stay in touch. The
Northern Network has more than
200 active groups. Among those
groups, NMU football Wildcats, Art
and Design alumni and Chicago area
alumni. These groups get together
virtually and share memories, network and plan events.
Is there someone from college
you’d like to reconnect with? How
about making a goal this year to
reconnect with one or two of your
former college friends? The first place
to start is the Northern Network.
One of the biggest advantages to
searching our directory is we’ve
already narrowed down the results for
you: search by name, grad year or
degree. It’s very easy to do. And next
thing you know, you’re reminiscing
with a long, lost friend about your
days at Northern.
The whole world really is only a
click away. While we know you visit
many different sites, we hope you
make Northern a favorite.

yourname@alumni.nmu.edu
E-mail for you. E-mail for life. E-mail for free.
Sign up for your account today at
https://alumni.nmu.edu.
This service is made possible by the loyal
support of alumni who have chosen to become
members of the NMU Alumni Association. To
find out more about the Alumni Association
and how to become a member, visit our
website at www.nmu.edu/alumni.
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Keeping track
Thomas Hoenle '73 BS
retired after 37 years with
BASF Corporation running coatings and dispersions as business
director. His work took him across
the country including stays in
California, New Jersey, Georgia
and North Carolina. tom.hoenle@gmail.com

NMU Alumni Association
member
NMU Alumni Association
lifetime member

’40s
Irving Soderlund ‘49 BS of
Norway flew 35 missions over
France, Belgium and Germany;
taught and coached at PowersSpaulding Schools and Norway High
School, where he was also principal
and was superintendent of NorwayVulcan Area Schools. He retired in
1986. He and his wife, Lenore, have
been married for 62 years.

’70s
Dennis Jacobson ’71 BS of
Bessemer retired from the
Department of Defense as a staff
accountant in 2000. He is now in
his third term as a Gogebic County
Commissioner.
William Clancy ’72 BS, ’75
MAE of Indian River retired
last summer after 32 years of working as a psychologist for the State
of Michigan. Kathi ’75 BA works as
a school social worker for the
Cheboygan, Otsego, and Presque
Isle Service District.
Thomas Dagney ’72 BS of
Marlton, N.J., is a property manager at Haven Property Services.
John "Jack" MacLachlan ’72 BS of
Saline is retired.

Steven Shevick ’72 BS of Sturgis is
the owner of Advantage Marketing
and has started a Spanish language
advertising magazine that goes
with their English language version.
William Craig Adams ’73 BS
of Fenton retired from
banking.
Lawrence Brown ’73 BS of
Rochester is a senior loan officer at Huron Valley Financial.

William Stark '73 BME has
retired after 36 years of
teaching general music and then
fourth grade for the Anchor Bay
School District in New Baltimore.
William and his wife, Peg, now
own and operate a vacation home
rental business, Northern Lakes
Property Management, in
Cheboygan.
wstark75@hotmail.com
Peter Boogren ’74 BS of Whitney,
Texas, is the president at Advanced
Cast Stone.

William Hebert ’73 BS of Portland,
Ore., retired after 34 years with
Louisiana-Pacific Corp. Roles prior
to retirement included vice president, finance and CFO, vice president of business development and
president of one of the subsidiaries.
Barbara Quart ’73 BS of
Bloomfield Hills retired in 2008
after 35 years with Wayne County,
working primarily in budget and
administration. “Retirement is just
great as I now have more time for
volunteering, tennis, gardening
and travel!” she reports. “Recent
travel highlights include Paris and
Hong Kong.”
Katrina (Canale) Ryan ’73
BS of Bakersfield, Calif., has
retired after 33 years as a high
school teacher. She is the niece of
late NMU Athletic Director Gildo
Canale and writes that “Uncle Gil
and his wife, Joyce, were very inspirational to me during and after my
college years. I was a very lucky
person during my years at NMU to
have two fine individuals looking
after me. NMU will always be special to me.”

Dan Pitrone '74 BME (above) of
Bessemer is the music director of
Marty's Goldenaires Senior Drum
and Bugle Corps, which is
Michigan's only remaining drum
and bugle corps. The corps was
recently selected to play the halftime show at Lambeau Field for the
Packers-49ers game.
danpitrone@sbcglobal.net
Greg Jeske '74 BS and Carol
(Constantini) Jeske '75 BS, '83
MAE have recently retired. Greg
retired from Menominee Area
Public Schools after 33 years teaching history and language arts at the
junior high. He also coached girls
junior varsity basketball and girls
golf. Carol, a speech language
pathologist, retired from
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Menominee County Intermediate
School District after 35 years.
cjjeske@new.rr.com
Dean Ramsay ’74 BS of Apple
Valley, Minn., retired.
Vincent Thompson, Jr. '74 BS
retired after 32 years in education at
Ottawa Township High School in
Ottawa, Ill. He was also head coach
for boys and girls cross country and
assistant coach for girls track.
Carl Pletzke ’75 BS retired
from the U.S. Government
and the Navy Reserves 10 years ago
and is going into semi-retirement by
working part time as director of
security for Iridium Satellite, LLC of
McLean, Va. “This will give my wife
the chance to get used to having
me around more often,” he writes.
David J. Sablan ’75 BS of
Santa Rita, Guam, is president
of D.J. Sablan & Company.
Rob Boden '76 BS and Shelley
(Erickson) Boden '76 BS have
retired after 33 and 34 years of
teaching, respectively. Rob started at
Eben Junction as the basketball
coach and was the assistant basketball coach at Alma College,
Northwood University, Central
Michigan University and Saginaw
Valley State University. Shelley's
career began at Eben Junction as
well and continued in the Ithaca
Public Schools elementary level. For
the last seven years she served as
the physical education coordinator.
Jane (Haligowski) McCormick '77
BS of St. Clair retired as jail administrator from St. Clair County Sheriff
Department in Port Huron after 32
years of service.
jamcormick@alumni.nmu.edu
Robert Napel '77 BS was appointed
warden at Marquette Branch Prison.
As facility head, he is responsible for
the overall administration of the
prison. He is the 20th warden of the
prison, which has been operating for
over 120 years.
Kathleen (Niemi) McDonough '77
BS, '05 MAE is superintendent of
the Manistique Area School District.
She has been with the district for 15
years, with the last seven years as an
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administrator for state and federal
programs.

’80s

Kim Duchane '78 BS has received
the 2010 Honor Award, the highest
award of the Indiana Association for
Health, Physical Education, Recreation
and Dance, recognizing long and distinguished service to his profession.
Kim is a professor of exercise and
sport sciences for Manchester College
in northern Indiana.

Robert G Caudill ’80 BS is
director at Colliers
International in Irvine, Calif.

Kathy Taylor '78 BS is operations
manager for Michigan Works!
Association's five service centers in
northwest Michigan. Her home
office is in Traverse City.
kathytaylor@nwm.cog.mi.us
Wendy Warren '78 BA is a
legal assistant at Wright and
Metcalf, a Flint law firm specializing
in probate administration. She is
also appointed special fiduciary and
successor conservator by the
Genesee County Probate Court and
does probate administration projects
for other attorneys. In her spare
time she writes restaurant reviews
for the Flint Journal and sings in the
Flint Festival Chorus.
wendyl2226@aol.com
Rob Zachrich '78 BS is the vice
president of human resources and
risk at Associated Wholesale Grocers
in Kansas City, Kan. Rob and his
wife, Mary (Alperovitz) '78 BS, live
in Overland Park, Kan.
rzrich2000@yahoo.com
Greg Walker '79 BS has received
the Pfizer Achievement Award for
his scientific contributions in the
field of nuclear magnetic resonance
spectroscopy (NMR). He has worked
in the pharmaceutical industry as an
NMR spectroscopist since 1987 and
currently provides global NMR support for the Pfizer drug metabolism
group. Greg is an internationally
recognized expert on the technique.
Greg recently developed a new, paradigm-shifting approach for quantitation of pharmaceuticals using
NMR that significantly impacts drug
discovery and development projects.
walker_bc@yahoo.com

Edward Cook '80 BS of Zion, Ill.,
recently graduated from
Northwestern University School of
Police Staff and Command. Edward
is a lieutenant and 25-year veteran
with the Northwestern University
Police Department.
e-cook@northwestern.edu
Paul Kotz ’80 BS is the owner
and general manager of
Express Employment Professionals, a
full- service staffing and human
resource services business, in
Fitchburg, Wis.
Scott Francis ’80 MBA is president
and principal at Topline
Development and Snap Lab Media
in Menasha, Wis. He recently published a book called Marketing Is
about Making Money.
www.ToplineDevelopment.com and
www.SnapLabMedia.com.
Bruce Maki ’80 BS of Glen Ellyn, Ill.,
is director and principal at
Engineering Resource Associates.
Robert Waddell '80 BS is founder
and president of Display Technology
Solutions, LLC, a manufacturers representative company specializing in
LCD display solutions.
bwaddell@dtslcd.com
Roy L. Dodman ‘81 BS is the
technical services team lead at
King County Finance and Business
Operations in Seattle, Wash., where
he is part of the Accountable
Business Transformation project,
working on a multi-million dollar
Oracle Financials software
implementation.
Dan Frisk
'81 BS was
nominated
for and
graduated
from the
U.S. Fish
and
Wildlife
Service
Advanced
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Leadership Development Program
and has accepted the position of
project leader for the Sacramento
National Wildlife Refuge Complex
in northern California.

Machines. She serves on the NMU
Alumni Association Board and the
Board of the Missouri Society of
Certified Public Accountants. She
also recently got married.

Diane Husic '81 BS is one of 40
individuals nationwide selected as a
2010 TogetherGreen Fellow. She is
using her fellowship to get people
who aren't trained scientists
involved in a project focused on
the study of plant and animal life
cycles. The plan will include creating a series of lessons for educators
and organizing a network of citizen
scientists to monitor ecological
events and key species, and to
mine historical records. Diane is
currently chairperson of the Biology
Department at Moravian College.

John Byk '84 BA, '86 MA has
retired from teaching to write full
time. He began freelance writing
for various Internet venues and is
also writing short stories. He recently completed his first novel, Till the
Moon Falls, a suspense mystery.

Lori Juntila Rupert ’81 BS is
the vocational and educational coordinator for the
Community Service Council of
Greater Tulsa, where she works
with the therapeutic treatment
courts of Tulsa County—Drug, DUI,
Special Needs and Veterans. She is
also pursuing a Financial
Counseling Accreditation (AFC) and
a second master's degree.
Greg Goetz ’82 BS is a commercial insurance and
employee benefit advisor at Ansay
& Associates in Wausau, Wis.
Toni Knuth ’82 BS is an information systems adjunct faculty and
program coordinator at Baker
College in Auburn Hills.

Kenneth Johnson ’85 BS is a CPA
and financial manager for City
Insurance Agency, Inc. in
Marquette.
Lois Ellis '85 BS has earned the
designation of Certified Economic
Developer. Lois is vice president of
economic development of the Lake
Superior Community Partnership.
B. Steve Kelly ’85 BS owns an
Allstate Agency in Las Vegas.
Thomas Mudge III ‘85 BS is lead
portfolio manager with Bailard, Inc.
in Foster City, Calif.
Mark Kolesar ’86 BS is the
senior vice president of
investments at UBS in Minneapolis,
as well as president of Mitchell
Land and of Kolesar Aviation. He is
also a pilot.
Peter Matonich '86 AS was recently appointed sheriff of Gogebic
County. pmatonich@gogebic.org
Bill Sklar ’86 MBA is president of
Technology Learning Centers in
Marquette.

Paul Kueber ‘82 BS of Marquette
has developed a new generation of
immersive game technology called
SAME. It fuses digital construction
data with geospatial design and
satellite imagery.
www.TerraSame.com

Todd Sliktas '86 Dipl., '97 BS
of St. Clair Shores is a middle
school physical education and
careers teacher, as well as the head
freshman football and assistant varsity softball coach at Fraser Public
Schools. coachslik@yahoo.com

John Madigan '82 BS of Munising
was recently reappointed to the
Michigan Natural Resources
Commission by Governor Rick
Snyder. John has served on the
commission since 2002.

Kim L. Niemi ’87 BS is a business
teacher at Independence High
School in Glendale, Ariz. She
previously worked nine years at a
marketing firm.

Linda Shriver ’83 BS is the
CFO of Tresko, Inc. in
Shawnee, Kan. The company sells,
leases and services Commercial Ice

’90s
Amy
(Stevens)
Griffith '90
BS is an associate professor in the
Department
of Special
Education at
the
University of
Wisconsin Whitewater
and was recently awarded the
College of Education and
Professional Studies' Outstanding
Undergraduate Advising Award.
Amy is the author of numerous
professional articles and has contributed chapters to professional
books.
Stephanie Jones '90 BS was
recently appointed federal
political coordinator (FPC) of the
first congressional district for the
Michigan Association of REALTORS.
The FPC program is an initiative
designed to build relationships on
a grassroots level with members of
Congress. Stephanie is a REALTOR
associate broker with Select Realty,
Inc., in Marquette. nmu@stephaniesells.com
Lori Mercier ’90 AB is a partner in
Swanson, Mercier Appraisers in
Marquette. Her partner is Chuck
Swanson ’72 BS.
James Alexander '91 BS, '96 MA is
deputy warden of the Marquette
Branch Prison. He is responsible for
the day-to-day prison operations.
James is also an adjunct instructor
in criminal justice at NMU.
William Bowerman '91 MA
was appointed U.S. co-chair
of the Great Lakes Science Advisory
Board (GLSAB) by the International
Joint Commission. The GLSAB is
comprised of nine U.S. and nine
Canadian scientists and provides
both governments with scientific
advice related to the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement. William
is a professor at Clemson
University. wbowerm@clemson.edu
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pick in the 2010
Austin Film Festival
Screenplay
Competition.
John Koch '97
BSN is a registered
nurse for
Stoughton Hospital
in Stoughton, Wis.
kochm@charter.net

Rebeccca (Becky) Stone ’02 MS is pictured here at the
Ngorongoro Crater in Tanzania, Africa. She was on a two week
mission trip with her church in November. She currently lives in
the Twin Cities Minnesota area.

Jeannie Jafolla ’91 BS is west
regional coordinator for Northeast
Wisconsin Technical College in
Shawano, Wis.
Donna Perkins ’91 BS of Ortonville
is an account manager with
Akebono Brake Corporation.
Nancy Walsh Noble ’89 AB, ’92
BS is a kindergarten assistant at
Berkley School District in
Huntington Woods.
Amy Clickner '93 BS has
earned the designation of
Certified Economic Developer. She
is chief executive officer of the Lake
Superior Community Partnership.
David Basten ’94 BS is the client
server developer principal at
HealthPartners in Bloomington,
Minn.
Nicole Fende '94 BA has
started Small Business Finance
Forum, LLC, which offers practical
tips and tools to help grow profits
in today's economy.
Kristen (Portale) Bjorne ’86 AB,
'94 BS, ’05 MPA is the assistant
director of human resources at
Northern Michigan University.
Keith Malkowski '96 BA of
Midland is registrar of Delta
College. He has been with Delta
since 2001.
Robin Brooks '97 BS, '01 BS was
accepted as a full guild member in
the Northwest Screenwriter's Guild.
Her latest screenplay is a semifinalist in the 2010 Final Draft, Inc. Big
Break Contest and a second-round
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Angela
(Washburn)
Thompson ’97 BS
is a senior reconciliation specialist at
Priority Health in
Grand Rapids.

Brandon Metzger
'98 BS was recently promoted to
manager of discovery science at
Standard Process, Inc. Brandon has
been with the company for 10
years as a research scientist. Most
recently, his research evaluating the
antioxidant compounds present in
buckwheat throughout the growing season was published in the
peer-reviewed Journal of Herbs,
Spices & Medicinal Plants.
Valerie Kennings ’98 BS is the
finance director at Child Care
Network in Ann Arbor. Her son,
Nick Hall, just finished his first
semester as a Wildcat. He is also a
member of the NMU football
team.
Andrew Peterson '98 BS has been
elected mayor pro-tempore of
Scottville.
Laurel Buchanan ’99 BS is a report
writer at Lakewood Health System
in Staples, Minn. She married Brad
Wegscheid ‘97 BFA and they had a
daughter, Ruby Marie, last summer.
Clint "Empire" Dodson '99 BS
started his own record label and
recently released a full CD of his
own work under the artist name
Sample the Martian, titled "SelfMade Loner."

’00s
Jeff Bugg '00 BS of Center Line has
been published as a poet multiple
times, most recently in Poetry

Society of Michigan's Fall 2010
edition. jbugg06@comcast.net
Tracey Elmblad ’00 BS is a desktop
analyst for Marquette General
Health System.
Marlene (Selesky) Koch '00 BS is
a school psychologist for the
Verona Area School District in
Verona, Wis. kochm@charter.net
Dan Linsky ’00 BS is the
team lead at Accenture in
Southfield.
Mark Musgrave II ’00 BS is an
account manager at C.H. Robinson
Worldwide in Grand Rapids,
Ed Ylitalo ’00 AB, ’01 BS is a
software developer at
Marquette General Health System.
Katrina Gallagher ’02 BS is a
travel arranger in the Department
of Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology at Michigan State
University.
Karen (Grupp) Brown ’03 BS of
Tarpon Springs, Fla., is a senior
coach with The Marketing Animals.
Ross Anthony ’04 BS is a
mortgage representative at
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage in
Marquette.
Holly Birely '04 BS and spouse,
Mark Urbis, welcomed their first
child, Gatlin, in June.
hollyrenee81@alumni.nmu.edu
Tammy Burton ’04 BS is a mining
associate at Cliffs Natural Resources
in Ishpeming. She welcomed a new
baby boy, Geoff Donald, in July. He
joins big sister Addison and their
father, Justin ’05 BS.
Lekeitia Cokley ’03 AB, ’04 BS of
Hazel Park is an administration
specialist for the U.S. Census
Bureau in Detroit and works for
H&R Block. “My three-year-old
son, Jahmari Scott, is the main joy
in my life,” she writes.
Kevin S. Gardner, ’04 BS and Nell
(Bagley) Gardner ’05 BS, welcomed a son, Henrik, in December
2009. The couple resides in
Herning, Denmark, where Kevin is
employed as a professional hockey
player.
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Donna Hunt Radle ’04 BS is the
manager at Mackinaw Pastie &
Cookie Co.
Robert Rustman ’04 BS of
Chatham, N.J., was recently promoted to a regional director position with Securitas Security Services
USA, Inc., handling training and
development for the New
York/New Jersey region.
Timothy Tanis ’04 BA of St.
Louis is the manager of
compbearsation and HRIS with
Build-A-Bear Workshop, one of
Fortune’s “100 Best Companies to
Work For.”
Tony Huver '05 BS recently joined
Barton Malow Company as a
marketing coordinator at the firm's
headquarters in Southfield. He is
responsible for database management, technical writing, marketing
communications and supporting
Barton Malow's social media
channels. Tony resides in South
Lyon and is an active member of
the Metro Detroit Improv
Community.
anthony.huver@bartonmalow.com
Kara (Toutant) Katona ’05 BS has
been promoted to manager in the
tax department of Makela, Toutant,
Hill & Nardi, P.C. She currently
serves on the Board of Directors of
the United Way of Marquette
County and is a member of Kiwanis
and the Economic Club. She
resides in Negaunee Township with
her husband, Chris ’02 BS.
Nicole (Lang) Sokloski ’05 BS of
Plymouth is an event manager with
Emerald City Designs.
William Southard ’03 AAS, ‘05 BS
is assistant to the vice president of
Mortgage Lending at United Bank
& Trust in Adrian. He married
Sarah (Benkert) ’04 BSN, who
recently passed her Oncology
Certified Nurse exam and is
employed on the Bone Marrow
Transplant Unit at The University of
Michigan Health Systems.
Nicole Bolthouse ’04 AB, ’06 BS
of Cedar Falls, Iowa, is now a stayat-home mom. Chloe Nicole was
born in July.

Rachael Bloomer ’06 BS is a sales
representative at The Moscoe
Group in Eden Prairie, Minn., a
sales and marketing organization
focused mainly on Target.
Douglas (Drew) Federau ’06 BS is
an agency field consultant with
State Farm in Indianapolis.
Anne-Marie Gibbs ’06 BS is a
project manager at MasterPlans in
Portland, Ore., a company that
writes business plans.
Heather Gustafson ’06 BS is
the Aesop/substitute coordinator at Evanston/Skokie School
District 65 in Evanston, Ill.
Brian Madigan '06 BS is a sustainability consultant for Ecotone Now,
LLC. He works with businesses and
organizations to help them to
become environmentally friendly.
brian.madigan@ecotonenow.com
Molly Meyers '02 BS, '06 MAE
and Brett Meyers '00 BS of
Pembine, Wis., welcomed their first
child, Marli, in April.
meyersmolly@hotmail.com
Gene Shieh '06 is a police officer
for Northville Township.
gshieh@northvilletwppd.com
Alexander Hansen '07 BFA of
Melbourne, Fla., recently graduated from the Siebel Institute of
Technology for Brewing and is a
member of the American
Homebrewers Association. His
honey amarillo ale won the gold
medal in the specialty category at a
recent competition. Alexander is a
financial sales consultant at PNC
Financial Services Group.
alexhansen@alumni.nmu.edu
Maria Haupt ’03 AB, ’05 AB ’07
BS is a home-worker at Negaunee
Senior Center in Negaunee.
Sarah (Badini) Micheau ’07 BS is
a human resource specialist for
Michigan Works! in Iron Mountain.
Matthew Franti ’08 BS has recently passed the Certified Public
Accountant exam. He is a staff
auditor with the Marquette public
accounting firm Makela, Toutant,
Hill & Nardi, P.C.

Denver Global Products.
thomas.gallagher@denverglobal.com
Erin (Carlson) Phillips ’08 BS
is an account executive with
St. Onge Insurance Agency in
Ishpeming.
Kendall Sutliff ’08 BS is the group
sales coordinator for Serta
International in Hoffman Estates, Ill.
She previously worked for Target as
an executive team leader.
Miranda Revere ’08 BS is a grant
assistant at the Central Upper
Peninsula and NMU Archives. She
got married in the fall.
Neal Glatt ’09 BA is an
account executive at Case
Snow Management, Inc. in North
Attleboro, Mass.
Sara Nelson ’09 BS is the
CPA of the Business Tax
Department for HLB Tautges
Redpath, Ltd. in White Bear Lake,
Minn.
Rebecca Thompson ’09 BS
is director of Young People
For (YP4) at People For The
American Way Foundation in
Washington, D.C.
Nicholle U'Ren ’09 BS is the assistant cheer coach for Westwood
High School in Ishpeming.

’10s
Lindsey (Pepin) Butorac ’06 BS,
’10 MPA was recently promoted to
manager of HRIS and payroll at
NMU.
Sharah Denton '10 BS is working
with Black Crow Media in Valdosta,
Ga. sharah.dentonPR@gmail.com
Lindsay (Hagner) Wilson '10
BA and Benjamin Wilson '10
BA were recently married in Illinois.
Benjamin and Lindsay met through
NMU's Honors Program. Ben is
pursuing a doctor of philosophy in
chemistry at the University of
Minnesota. Lindsay is working as a
manager at Target while looking
for work in the marketing field.
lindsay.hagner@gmail.com

Thomas Gallagher '08 BFA of
Denver, Colo., is vice president of
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The Pemble marriage, as photographed in NMU’s Art and Design lobby by Josh
LeClair ‘09 BFA.

Marriages
Randal Rivard '94 AT to Tammy
Swenor.
Jeffery Bouman '98 AAS to Stacy
Kemper '09 BS.
Eric Turner '99 BS to Heather
Tafoya '02 MAE.
Kendra Dzelak '00 BS, '07 MAE to
Eric Feldhusen.
Dan Linsky '00 BS to Kristen
Taylor.
Bradley Ostermeyer '02 AAS, '05
AAS to Krystina Soucy '07 Cert.
Brandi Badge '03 BS to Timothy
McCrum.
Crystal Sirtola '03 BS to Craig
Zarbeck.
Brock Jensen '04 BS, '06 MS to
Michaella Loudon.
Matthew Talus '04 BS to Vanessa
Madison.
Travis Mattson '05 BS to Ashley
Stewart.
Daniel Pemble '05 BFA to
Danielle Lehto '09 BFA.
Angelina DeGrave '06 BS to
Thomas Winter.
Matthew McCarthy '06 Dipl. to
Kristin Cuddie '08 BS.
Sherry Viau '06 BS to Stephen
Carpenter.
Nicole Ellingsen '07 Cert. to
Richard Hillock.
Erin Lander '07 BSN to Paul
Dahlen.
Jason Valiquette '07 BS to Tricia
Kobasic '08.
Laura Feldhauser '08 BS to Corey
Kirch.
Vanessa Anderson '09 BFA to
Alexander Grignon.
Jennifer Carriere '09 BSN to
Joseph Heilala '09 BS.

Kristi Harvala '10 AB to Kirk
Giotto.
Kevin Hyry '10 AAS to Shylo
Passamani.

Deaths
Alumni
Frederick Burr Clifford '35 BA,
Jan. 6, 2011, Georgetown, Texas.
Kay Holman '39 BS, Oct. 29,
2010, Marquette.
Ruth Kell '40 BS, Dec. 3, 2010,
Marquette.
George Kivela '46 BA, Jan. 8,
2011, Madison.
Robert Olson '49, Dec. 18, 2010,
Davenport, Iowa.
William Clark '51 BS, Dec. 24,
2010, Marquette. Retired NMU
personnel director.
George Collins '52 BS, '62 MA,
Jan. 7, 2011, Negaunee.
James Moody '54 BS, Nov. 27,
2010, Ishpeming.
Theresa Rose '55 BS, '61 MA,
Jan. 9, 2011, Negaunee.
Glenn Bignall '59 BA, Dec. 16,
2010, Mint Hill, N.C.
Walter Zerbel '59 BS, Dec. 26,
2010, Interlochen.
Gwendolyn Bayerl '62, Nov. 12,
2010, Ann Arbor.
J. Susan Presslein '62 BS, Oct. 18,
2010, L'Anse.
Carole (Aldrich) Petrucci '65 BS,
'70 MA, Sept. 30, 2010, Detroit.
Lois (Mattson) Hebert '67 BA, '70
MAE, Nov. 13, 2010, Ishpeming.
Kenneth Robertson '67 BS, '70
MAE, Nov. 26, 2010, Williamston.
William Lasich '68 Cert., Sept. 30,
2010, Marquette.

Keith Oja '71 BS, Dec. 13, 2010,
Powell Township.
Jacob Ojala '71 BS, Dec. 10, 2010,
Rochester, Minn.
Randy Larson '72 BS, Dec. 2,
2010, Gillette, Wyo.
Thomas Roulo '72 BS, Dec. 5,
2010, Eastpointe.
William Tresedder '72 BS,
Nov. 20, 2010, Republic.
Nick Montgomery '73 BS,
Nov. 22, 2010, Vinton, Iowa.
Theodore Nault '76 AS, Jan. 7,
2011, Ishpeming.
Roberta Priebe '76 BS, Nov. 23,
2010, Muskegon.
Joan Conrad '79, Jan. 21, 2011,
Trenary.
Rose Radtke '82 Dipl., Jan. 3,
2011, Gwinn.
John Moulds ‘83 BS, Oct. 31,
2010, Marquette.
Frank Verduin, Jr. '84 BSW,
Dec. 28, 2010, Sherwood, Wis.
William Ridley '86 Dipl., Oct. 5,
2010, Flint.
Robert Young '89 AS, '91 BS,
Jan. 16, 2011, Marquette.

Friends
Elisha Greifer, retired professor
emeritus of political science,
Sept. 29, 2010, Marquette.
Elizabeth Hamilton, retired
associate professor of nursing,
Sept. 30, 2010, Grayling.
Harold Herlich, former NMU
Foundation trustee, Oct. 25, 2010,
Marquette.
Neil MacIntosh, retired professor
emeritus of political science,
Nov. 4, 2010, Pinehurst, N.C.
John Tessaro, athletics equipment
supervisor, Nov. 6, 2010, Gwinn.
David Faiella, sports information
director, Dec. 1, 2010, Marquette.
Turri Johnson, retired plant
operations custodian, Dec. 1,
2010, Ishpeming.
Evelyn Stebbins, retired office professional, Dec. 2, 2010, Milwaukee.
Eino Lukkarinen, retired building
attendant, Jan. 5, 2011, Marquette.
Cecilia Armiga, retired custodian,
Jan. 8, 2011, Marquette.

