Reporting Suspected Abuse or Misconduct
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NMU Police Department Phone Number: (906) 227-2151
Michigan Department of Human Services Phone Number: (855) 444-3911

Youth program staff, volunteers, and other individuals associated with a youth program must
adhere to university protocols for reporting child abuse, child neglect, sexual assault, and child
pornography.

The university expects support for and accountability from those working with children and
teens through shared responsibility for reporting misconduct, criminal activity or known or
suspected abuse or neglect of children and teens.

Anyone participating in a university-sponsored program or a non-university-sponsored
program operating in university facilities who knows, suspects, or receives information
indicating that a child or teen has been abused or neglected, or who has other concerns about
the safety of children or teens MUST inform the program administrator, the NMU Police
Department (906 227-2151) or the Michigan Department of Human Services at (855)
444-3911.

Legally Mandated Reporters and Their Obligations

Michigan’s Child Protection Law, MCL § 722.621, et seq., designates individuals in certain
occupations and professions as mandated reporters. Mandated reporters must immediately
report known or suspected mental or physical abuse or neglect of a child made known to them
in their professional or official capacity directly to the Department of Human Services by
calling 855-444-3911 (24/7 toll free number). A written report must be submitted to the
Department of Human Services within 72 hours of the initial verbal report. Even those who
are not mandated reporters may report known or reasonably suspected child abuse to the
Department of Human Services.

Mandated reporters include those employed in the following positions: physician, dentist,
physician's assistant, registered dental hygienist, medical examiner, nurse, person licensed to
provide emergency medical care, audiologist, psychologist, marriage and family therapist,
licensed professional counselor, social worker, licensed master's social worker, licensed
bachelor's social worker, registered social service technician, social service technician, a person
employed in a professional capacity in any office of the friend of the court, school administrator,
school counselor or teacher, law enforcement officer, member of the clergy, or regulated child
care provider.

University faculty, staff or students who are working with minors in their professional or
official capacity and who have questions about whether they may be considered mandated
reporters under Michigan law should contact their supervisor, program administrator, dean or
vice president.





