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 Boozhoo, and chi miigwech for 
reading this issue of Anishinaabe 
News. An incredibly full fall is  
coming to an end. Dagwaagin or 
autumn is a significant season.  
Anishinaabe News covered many 
exciting stories of people using this 
complicated time as an opportunity 
for reconnecting to and reclaiming 
Native American heritage. In this 
issue, youôll learn about members 
from NMUôs Native American stu-
dent groups taking on Christopher 
Columbusô destructive legacy. And 
that people from across the NMU 
and Marquette community came 
together to enjoy foods similar to 
what Native people ate before  
European colonization. Youôll read 
about NMU grads who are helping 
tribes both update and preserve 
ancient wild ricing traditions, and 
artists and scholars who are asking 
the hard questions of what it means 
to recognize, celebrate, and practice 
Native American culture and  
language, and to be an Indigenous 
person in 2015 and beyond. 

By Marie Curran 
  

  The 15th annual First  
Nations Food Taster was  
Friday, November 6 at the  
D.J. Jacobetti Complex on the 
NMU campus. Over 300  
tickets were sold and over  
100 people volunteered. The 
event was sponsored by the 
Native American Student  
Association (NASA) with  
assistance from the American 
Indian Science and Engineer-
ing Society (AISES), and the Native American Language and Culture Club. The 
event is a fundraiser for the annual Learning to Walk Together traditional pow wow 
in March.  
 The First Nations Food Taster (FNFT) used recipes developed through the De-
colonizing Diet Project (DDP), a research project that focused on pre-European 
Great Lakes foods. Dishes included pumpkin seed cornbread, wild rice, venison 
meatloaf, whitefish, bison stew, and sunflower seed butter cookies. Thanks to many 
local farms and businesses, food taster volunteers cooked with local produce, and 
raffle winners took home generous door prizes. Dr. Elda Tate, a retired NMU music 
professor, played Native American flute.  
 Anishinaabe News spoke with FNFT volunteers and guests about their  
experiences. Andrew Bek prepped batches of a special cornbread before the Food 
Faster. Wearing his apron and bustling around the kitchen, Bek, who is a past DDP 
research subject said, ñIn conventional cornbread, you use white flower, cornmeal, 
chicken eggs, milk: readily available grocery store stuff. But this is a higher quality 
cornbread. Weôre using good cornmeal, maple sugar, duck eggs, sea salt. We 
ground pumpkin seeds into flour for the batter too. Weôre taking a ónormalô recipe 
and tweaking it, and actually improving it. Itôs denser, and more nutrient dense too. 
Itôs slightly drier, and good for dipping.ò 
 Volunteer Jeanne Baumann, a retired nurse and post-bacc student currently en-
rolled in the NAS 414 First Nations Women class, shared that through volunteering 
sheôd met new people and had great conversations. She said, ñPart of what we have 
to doðall the people in this country and all over the worldðis find the places 
where we get together. And if that isnôt food, itôs got to be music, and if it isnôt that, 
then I donôt know what.ò Good thing the FNFT featured both! 
 Missy Miller, currently enrolled in NAS 320 American Indians: Identity and 
Media course and a citizens of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, re-
flected that the FNFT was one more way for her to learn and live out her Native 
American heritage. She said, ñWhen I was younger, I went to youth camp where I 
learned to bead and make moccasins. I know a little bit about the culture, and I can 
Story continued on page 3.    
       

 

Attendees of the 15th annual First Nations Food Taster are 
served healthy Indigenous foods. 
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By Marie Curran 
 

  On October 12, Dr. Martin Reinhardtôs NAS 204 Native 
American Experience course debated whether Columbus Day 
should be abolished and renamed Indigenous Peoplesô Day or 
remain as it is. Students were randomly placed on a side and 
researched their position for their three round debate.  
  Some students were surprised to learn about Christopher 
Columbusô crimes. Elli Morin, a communication studies ma-
jor and a Native American Studies minor, and a citizen of 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC), said, ñLearning 
about Columbusô atrocities now as an adult upsets me, be-
cause we should have already been presented with this educa-
tion earlier in life.ò James Veker, a criminal justice major and 
also from KBIC said, ñI now know more about this subject 
and can properly inform people 
about what happened.ò Other stu-
dents were surprised how much of 
U.S. cultureôs praise for Columbus 
is wrapped up in the globalized 
economy, without questioning 
some of the adverse effects of all 
this. Francessa Nestor, an English 
writing major, was put on the pro-
Columbus Day side, which she 

Learning Indigenous History through Debate  
found a ñvery tough situation.ò She stated, ñMany online 
sources actually praise Columbus and his voyage. They ex-
plain that what he did was the start of globalization in the 
world.ò Outdoor recreation major Chase Bachman said, ñI 
was surprised to find out what motivates certain people.ò He 
also added that through the experience, ñI learned my opinion 
on the topic.ò 
  Like Bachman, other students felt that the exercise 
showed them for the first time not only why Columbus Day is 
problematic but how to engage with their peers about the is-
sue. Shirley Murray, a post-baca student of English writing, 
was placed on the pro-Columbus side, which she found con-
flicting. She said, ñI used to think of Columbus Day as a day 
the bank is closed.ò She said the experience changed her so 
much that she will be considering the Native point of view in 

any of her essay writing or conversations. Un-
declared student Hosanna Olah summed up, 
ñNow that my group and I have done research 
on what actually happened when Columbus 
landed, I feel I can share these facts with my 
friends and family. I hope one day we as the 
United States can change Columbus Day to 
Indigenous Peoplesô Day.ò 

 

By Marie Curran 
  

 On October 12, NMUôs three Native 
American student groups held a petition 
drive on the academic mall to abolish  
Columbus Day on NMUôs campus, and 
rename the day Indigenous Peoplesô 
Day. Volunteers handed out informa-
tional fliers that included facts about 
Christopher Columbusô violent and sex-
ually abusive treatment of the Taino 
people in the Bahamas.  
 Some students did not know what 
they were being asked to sign. Howev-
er, when they read the fliers, and were 
engaged in conversation about these 
issues, most students were very sup-
portive of the petitionôs goals. 
 Andreaka Jump, NASA vice presi-
dent , organized the event. The petition, 
which stayed open for a few weeks, 
collected 546 signatures. Jump and stu-
dent groups will take the petition to 
Associated Students of Northern Michi-
gan University (ASNMU), who will 
then decide if they want to help advo-
cate for abolishing Columbus Day at 
the university level. Jump, who is a 
drawing and painting major and NAS 
minor, and Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians citizen, was hopeful 
about gaining ASNMUôs support. She 
said, ñHopefully by next year we wonôt 

Petition To Recognize Indigenous People, Not Columbus  

waii, Oregon, South Dakota, and Cali-
fornia donôt celebrate Columbus Day, 
and South Dakota and California have 
officially designated the day Native 
American or Indigenous Peoplesô Day. 
And while many large cities, like Seat-
tle and Minneapolis, are taking action, 
smaller cities are following suit too. 
Earlier this year, Traverse City, Mich., 
added Indigenous Peoples Day to its 
calendar. Although it did not ban Co-
lumbus Day, the addition, which was 
voted in unanimously by the Traverse 
City Commission, was the result of 
pressure from Idle No More Michigan, 
the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa Indians, and local citizens. 

have Columbus Day. Weôll have 
Indigenous Peoplesô Day in-
stead.ò 
 Across the United States, many 
institutions, cities, and states 
have been slowly making the 
change. In 1977, celebrating In-
digenous Peoplesô Day was sug-
gested at the International Con-
ference on Discrimination 
Against Indigenous Populations 
in the Americas. And in 1990, at 
the First Continental Conference 
on 500 Years of Indian  
Resistance in Quito, Ecuador, 
Indian groups from both conti-
nents and many islands pledged the 
1992 Columbus Day as a day for Indig-
enous ñliberation.ò That year, activists 
protested the Columbus Day festivities 
in San Francisco, and neighboring 
Berkeley, Calif., declared October 12 a 
ñDay of Solidarity with Indigenous 
Peopleò and 1992 the ñYear of Indige-
nous Peopleò citywide and in schools, 
libraries, and museums, before perma-
nently changing the holiday to Indige-
nous Peoplesô Day. 
 Since then, many other city  
governments and local institutions have 
implemented alternative Indigenous 
Peoplesô celebrations and canceled Co-
lumbus Day. The states of Alaska, Ha-

NMU Native students Nim Reinhardt and Larry  
Croschere encourage their peers to sign petition to abolish 
Columbus Day on NMUôs campus. 

 

Dr. Reinhardt facilitates a debate in NAS 204. 
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speak a bit of Anishinaabe. I grew up 
Native American, but I never knew any-
thing about traditional Native American 
food. I thought fry bread was tradition-
al. But what Iôve learned about fry 
bread is that itôs reservation food that 
people lived off because they were 
poor.ò  
 TJ Derwin, the Indian Outreach 
Worker in Marquette Countyôs Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
has attended several Food Tasters. Der-
win, who is Anishinaabe and grew up in 
the Marquette area, said, ñItôs important 
to recognize that there are other events 
in addition to pow wows that are open 
to anyone in the community. And the 
First Nations Food Taster fosters inte-
gration between the university and the 
Native population.ò 
 Community volunteer Danny 
Garceau is a board member for the  

Reclaiming Traditions through Food  
Society of American Indian Govern-
ment Employees (SAIGE) and a Red 
Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
citizen. He commented, ñThe distance 
to our reservations doesnôt lend the 
opportunity to attend events that go on 
during the year.ò However, he said 
NMUôs Native events like the Food 
Taster, pow wows, and presentations 
by guest speakers and authors are ña 
gift.ò 
 This was the first food taster event 
for LeMart Hightower, assistant pro-
fessor of social work. He said, ñI was 
interested in some of the Native Ameri-
can dishes because of similarities to 
African American foods. The sweet 
potatoes, or yams, were a little different 
than what I was used to but very enjoy-
able.ò He added. ñI try to be supportive 
of Native American Studies at NMU 
because itôs such an important part of 
our culture and heritage.ò  
 NASA president Kristina Misegan, 

a citizen of Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community, was pleased with how 
smoothly the Food Taster ran this year. 
She commented, ñWe in the NMU  
Native American student groups want 
to share our culture. We want people to 
see what Indigenous foods are like. I 
think the FNFT really brings people 
together of all backgrounds.ò  

 

Behind the scenes at the First 
Nations Food Taster. Over 
100 volunteers helped to make 
this event a success again this 
year. Special thanks to Chef 
Chris Kibit and the D.J. Jaco-
betti Complex crew. Addition-
al thanks to all of the local  
contributors including many 
departments on the NMU 
campus.  

Congratulations NMU Fall 2015 graduates! 
 Sherri F. L. Aldred  

Hillary R. Brandenburg *  

Angie K. Carley  

Sean P. Corbett  

Ben T. Daley  

Chelsea L. Downing *  

Ashly A. Ekdahl  

Jessie R. Francois  

Ana Lucia Fernandez *  

Hannah Elizabeth Garcia  

Eric J. Heiserman *  

Dorothy A. Karr  

Whitney P. LaFave  

Elizabeth Mae Litzner  

Emily E. Mannisto *  

Kennan M. Marana  

Alicia Ann Massie  

Kristin Marie Olsen  

Andria T. Parkinson  

Kayla Danielle Pavlat  

Dini Michelle Peterson  

Sierra G. Rusinek  

Kristin Anne Scaife  

Jessika M. Sly  

Dylan J. Spray  

Kelly Marie St. Germain  

Summer Star  

Megan I. Tennant  

Javonte J. Thompson  

C. J. Weber  

Catherine Joanne Zirkle  

*indicates graduating with a Native American studies minor 

 

Left to right: Andrew Bek, Taiylor Wallace and 
Marty Reinhardt prep food.  
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Elder  Shares Past, Challenges Future  

Cassandra Carpenter (far left): It was an honor to have 
Warren Petoskey come to speak about himself, other Indige-
nous people, and his history. I cannot imagine what his family 
members went through at those boarding schools. It would be 
awesome to hear more speakers like him, to hear their side of 
the story. 
 
Josh Cosco (left):  When Warren Petoskey played the flute, 
he mentioned that the sound of the instrument brings some-
thing out of you even if youôve never heard it before. He said 
that itôs linked to your past, and that is why you get a sense of 
emotion when you hear the music. I felt that exact way. I didnôt 
understand why his music brought emotion out of me but it did. 

By Marie Curran 
 

  Northern Michigan 
University was fortunate 
to have Warren Petoskey 
as the Fall 2015 Center 
for Native American 
Studiesô Elder-in-
Residence. He visited 
NMU from October 25-
28. Petoskey visited both 
Native American Studies 
classes as well as social 
work classes. He also 
spoke at multiple evening presentations. 
During his time at NMU, Petoskey told 
stories from his life, played a documen-
tary in which he is featured, and per-
formed on flute and guitar.  
  Petoskey, who is Waganakising Oda-
wa (Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa 
Indians) and Minneconjo Lakotah, wrote 
Dancing My Dream, a memoir about 
overcoming trauma and embracing Native 
heritage. Petoskey and his wife, Barbara, 
live in Charlevoix, Mich. They created 
Dawnland Native Ministries, which helps 
Native people heal and rebuild from his-
torical trauma.  
  Petoskey explained how he became 
an activist. In the tenth grade he visited 
Michigan State Universityôs museum, 
which displayed the remains of a Native 
girl. Appalled, Petoskey rallied success-
fully to have her returned to her tribal 
home. Petoskey explained, ñI realized 
there were things I could do outside of 
what was considered orthodox.ò It was a 

changing point 
in his life, and 
set him on a life 
trajectory of 
seeking healing 
for Native 
Americans. 
 Petoskeyôs 
relatives attend-
ed boarding 
schools, includ-
ing his father, 
grandfather, and 
great aunt. 

Boarding school students endured many 
trials, he said, like verbal, physical, and 
sexual abuse, and even forced steriliza-
tion. Many students died in the 
substandard school facilities that 
left them exposed to cold and dis-
ease. Children returned home com-
pletely disconnected from their 
families, languages, and culture. 
Destructive legacies have come 
from this, like high rates of sub-
stance abuse, suicide, and rampant 
mistrust of the school system. In 
fact, Petoskey never attended college in 
part because of his disdain for the school 
systems he found oppressive. 
  All of this Petoskey called ñspiritual 
disenfranchisement.ò Yet he also remem-
bered people who were survivors because 
they held on to their consciousness, and 
found ways to free themselves. For exam-
ple, his great aunt kept her language  
fluency. After her teacher slapped her for 

speaking Anishinaabe in school, she  
never spoke her language again in class. 
Petoskey explained, ñBut she would get 
together on the grounds with a friend, and 
speak together in Anishinaabe.ò  
  Throughout his presentations,  
Petoskey emphasized decisions he made 
in his youth that led him to where he is 
today. ñYouôre here because youôre hun-
gry and you want to learn,ò he said to the 
students in the audience. He emphasized 
that people need to have their conscious-
ness restored. When we do, he said, ñOur 
lives get better. But not only that. Our 
vision gets better.ò  
    Petoskey also commented that before 
Europeans settled America, the water-

ways were pristine. 
ñNow the world is in a 
fresh water crisis. Why 
is that? Obviously 
thereôs a society at work 
thatôs destructive. So 
whoôs going to change 
it? I already know. You 
are. Things are going to 
get worse or get better 

because of what you learn and what you 
do with your life,ò Petoskey said. He  
issued this challenge to everyone listen-
ing, drawing on our shared commonality 
as human beings. ñOne time in our history 
back generations, we came from tribes, all 
of us did.ò 
  The College of Arts and Sciences 
sponsored the Elder-in-Residence  
program. 

Student feedback: Elder -in -Residence Visit  

  
ñThings are going 
to get worse or get 
better because of 
what you learn 
and what you do 
with your life.ò 

Abraham Turner (right): Warren Petos-
key told us a lot about the boarding schools 
Native Americans went to in the 1800s and 
1900s. Iôve read about these things but it 
was a totally different experience to listen 
to someone with a closer knowledge. I en-
joyed listening to Warren and would love to 
learn more from him. 
 

Emily Kurian (far right): I enjoyed the change of pace of lis-
tening to an Elder speak. I liked how he told us that change starts 
with us. It made me feel like we arenôt just college students but 
we are the means to an end, and a means to a new beginning. 
When he talked about the boarding schools, it was like getting a 
reality check; you read these things but they donôt necessarily 
feel real, but hearing an Elder speak about his familyôs experienc-
es made them more real to me.  
 
 
Each of these students are enrolled in Jamie Kuehnlôs NAS 204 
Native American Experience class. 

 

Elder-In-Residence, Warren Petoskey 


