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Native Voices at UNITED Conference  

Aanii, my name is Levi Warnos. Iôm the 

new Graduate Assistant at the Center for 

Native American Studies (CNAS) at 

Northern Michigan University. I was born 

in Petoskey, and raised in East Jordan, 

Mich. Itôs a small community, always 

home to say the least; I like to joke that 

Iôm an ñAdopt-A-Yooperò by lineage and 

self-design ï I have family roots to  

Wakefield and Calumet, though much of 

my family in the generation above me 

moved for the Motor City boom. I moved 

to Marquette after my senior year of high 

school in 2009.  I graduated from NMU in  

December 2013 with a Bachelorôs of  

Science degree in English and a Native 

American Studies minor.    
 

(continued on page 5) 

NMU recently held its 9th annual UNITED (Uniting Neigh-

bors in the Experience of Diversity) conference. This yearôs 

conference planning committee was chaired by Dr. Amy 

Hamilton (photo left) of the NMU English Department This 

year, UNITED featured four distinct presentations relating to 

Native American Studies. In cooperation with the DeVos 

Art Museum, the UNITED conference kicked off with the 

Rabbit Island panel presentation. Rabbit Island is located in 

the Copper Country region of Michiganôs Upper Peninsula. 

This past summer six artists took a residency on the island to 

further their own artistic endeavors.  

Four artists -- Dr. Nicholas Brown, Dr. Dylan Miner (M®tis),  

Suzanne Morrissette (Cree-M®tis), and Dr. Julie Nagam 

(Anishinaabekwe-M®tis) -- worked as a ñtemporary collective 

known as Waboozakiò in which three First Nations artists and one 

scholar who teaches in Native American Studies spent time on 

Rabbit Island together to create a re-mapping of the island from 

an Indigenous perspective. In addition to creating original art 

(which was on display at the DeVos Art Museum in September), each one of them 

had to write about their experience. In the photo above, Dr. Miner is reading from 

the companion essays featured in a catalog entitled, Rabbit Island 2014 Residency 

Exhibition (the catalog also includes photos of the artwork from the exhibition). 

 Dr. Jill Doerfler (White Earth Anishinaabe) is the current 

director of Native American Studies at the University of 

Minnesota-Duluth (see photo right). Dr. Doerflerôs presen-

tation was entitled, ñIntersections: Identity and Tribal  

Citizenship Among the White Earth Anishinaabeg.ò Her 

presentation really spoke well to issues of blood quantum, 

Indian identity and citizenship. She provided many exam-

ples of questions posed to individuals as well as their re-

sponses (most often the responses were rather clever and 

humorous). Dr. Doerfler was able to take a tour of the  

Center for Native American Studies and she commented on how she will work to 

incorporate some of our ideas (specifically the tribal flags display in Whitman Hall) 

at Duluth.  

 Aim®e Cree Dunn, of NMUôs Center for Native American Studies, presented 

ñBelonging to Land: A Seventh Fire Project Presentation.ò This multi-media presen-

tation spoke to the tenets found in multiple Indigenous philosophies in relation to the 

environment. Aim®e spoke on the concept of civilization, the practice of consump-

tion and the impact of industrialization. She also spoke of the relationship with the 

wilderness and included prophecies of the spider web to the Hopi people as told  
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Donôt miss the Marquette book  

release and storytelling session in  

celebration of Dibaajimowinan:  

Anishinaabe Stories of Culture and 

Respect published by the Great Lakes 

Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission 

(GLIFWC).  It will be held on  

Saturday, November 8 beginning at 

6:00 p.m. at the Zero Degrees Gallery, 

525 N. Third Street, Marquette. 

 Siblings Levi Tadgerson and Leora 

Lancaster (pictured above) were  

interns on the project at GLIFWC.  

The book took three years to complete.  

Dibaajimowinan has been released at 

11 tribal reservations affiliated with 

GLIFWC, but has not yet circulated 

ñoff-rez.ò 

 Zero Degrees Gallery chose to work 

with GLIFWC as part of the galleryôs 

Art Gives Back fundraising. This 

partnership celebrates November as 

Native American Heritage Month. 

 Stop by and enjoy refreshments,  

listen to Anishinaabe storytelling and 

help a great cause by purchasing your 

own copy of the book. 

(continued from front page) 

by the late John Mohawk (Haudenosaunee). Her presentation also featured a 

mix of Indigenous voices on video including the late Walt Bressette, activist 

John Trudell and Keweenaw Bay Indian Community tribal citizen Charlotte 

Loonsfoot.  Aimee often mentioned that even though these were serious issues, 

humor could be infused in the conversation and some of the videos presented 

offered a note of humor and irony. 

 Dr. Martin Reinhardt (Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians), assistant 

professor at the Center for Native American Studies presented and Tom Biron 

(Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa  

Indians) performed at the UNITED confer-

ence.  Their presentation title was 

ñNagamowin miinwaa Kinomaagewin: Sing-

ing and Teaching about Native American 

Issuesò and featured several original songs 

composed by Dr. Reinhardt. He shared 

booklets of his songs with the audience.  

Lyrics addressed both historical and contem-

porary issues of Native America. The audi-

ence was encouraged to join in and jam with 

Dr. Reinhardt who sang and played the hand drum and Tom, who played the 

electric guitar.  

 If you were unable to attend any part of the 2014 UNITED conference, you 

can view recordings at www.nmu.edu/UNITED. 

Native Voices at UNITED Conference  

 

òTo be born Indian is to be born political.ó  
Shoshona from Digging Roots 

 

 Winter 2015 Course Offerings 
in Native American Studies (NAS) 

 

 NAS 212 Mich./Wis.: Tribes, Treaties and Current Issues 
  b!{ нмн ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ L± {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ  
  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ b!{ нмн ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ  
  tǳōƭƛŎ !Ŏǘ ом ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ Y-мн ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΦ  
 

 NAS 310 Tribal Law and Government 
  b!{ омл ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ L± {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
 

 NAS 342 Indigenous Environmental Movements 
  b!{ опн ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ L± {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ  
  ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ 
 

 NAS 486 American Indian Educational Law and Leadership  
  b!{ пус ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻƴ-ƭƛƴŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ όƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘύ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ  
  ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŘŘ ǿŜŜƪǎ όǿŜŜƪ мΣ оΣ рΦΦΦŜǘŎΦύΦ b!{ пус ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ  
  ōƻǘƘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ  
  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ό¢95b!ύΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ  
  ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǝƳŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ  
  ŀǘ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ  !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΦ 
 

For a full list of NAS courses offered in winter 2015,  
visit www.nmu.edu/nativeamericans   
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NASA Potluck  

The Native American Student  

Association (NASA) kicked off the 

new academic year recently with 

a potluck gathering. The weather did 

not cooperate for an outdoor picnic,  

so NASA members, staff from the 

Center for Native American Studies, 

as well as community members  

gathered at the Marquette Commons. 

The menu included wild rice, chili, 

burgers, hot dogs and fish. A game of 

hacky sack ensued, while NMU  

student Jim Shelifoe and his brother, 

Mino, did the grilling and NASA  

co-president Larry Croschere fried up 

some fish.  

NASA Officers Elected - Congrats!  

Native American Studies Holds Annual Open House  

The Center for Native American 

Studies (CNAS) hosted its annual fall 

Open House early in the semester. 

This event is to give new and return-

ing students an opportunity to meet 

with faculty and employees of the 

CNAS.  

 The CNAS once again paired up 

with the McNair Scholars Program. 

Director Heather Pickett was on hand 

to answer questions and to encourage 

students to sign up.  

 Former NMU student Joe Masters 

was a McNair Scholar and recently 

graduated with a Masterôs Degree in 

Social Work from Washington  

University in St. Louis, MO. 

 The Open House was open to all of 

the campus community and guests 

included team members from the  

International Programs Office as 

well as the dean of Academic 

Information Services, Dr. Leslie 

Warren. Marquette area commu-

nity members were also in  

attendance.  

 Also visiting the Open House 

was Dr. Helen Kahnôs SL355-

Language Development class, of 

which all of the students are  

majors or minors in Speech,  

Language, and Hearing Sciences.   

 Kenn Pitawanakwat, NMU 

Anishinaabe Instructor, spoke to 

the  class (see photo below) about 

the importance of language, hearing, 

and certain nuances regarding  

interpretation and integration of  

Anishinaabe culture.  

The CNAS wishes everyone a  

successful academic year! To keep 

track of upcoming CNAS programs, 

visit www.nmu.edu/nativeamericans 

or find the CNAS page on Facebook. 

 

In front - left to right: Heather Pickett, McNair 

Scholars Program, talks with Nick Pond, NASA 

treasurer, and April Lindala, NAS director.   

In back - left to right: Larry Croschere, NASA  

co-president speaks with Dr. Martin Reinhardt,  

NAS assistant professor.  

Earlier this fall, the Native American 

Student Association (NASA) held 

elections.  

Pictured from left to right,  

Hallie Sutton - Secretary,  

Larry Croschere ï Co-President,  

Sky Loonsfoot ï Co-President,  

Nick Pond ï Treasurer 

Kristina Misegan ï Vice President. 

 

NASA has been a registered student 

organization since winter semester of 1992, when it was first known as the An-

ishinaabe Club. In 1995, the group voted to changed its name to the Native American 

Student Association. This semester, NASA meets Wednesday evenings at 5:30 p.m. 

in 112 Whitman (following Morning Thunder drum practice).  NASA welcomes new 

members and any interested students (Native or non-Native) to their meetings. 


