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March is WomenÐs History Month at NMU! 
 

Activist, artist, and author Lois Beardslee 
7 p.m. on March 22, Jamrich Hall 102 
Made possible by the King*Chavez*Parks Visiting Professor Initiative. 
 

Author Linda Hogan 
4th annual Indigenous Earth Issues Summit 
1 p.m. on March 25, Whitman Hall commons 
Made possible by the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community,  
the NMU Center for Native American Studies, the NMU College for Arts and Sciences,  
the NMU English Department, and the NMU Geography Department. 
 

Reading by Ojibwe author Linda LaGarde Grover 
7 p.m. on March 28, Whitman Hall commons 
Sponsored by PACE, a KCP Initiative of the state of Michigan, PA 203 of 2010-11.  
 

Presentation with Dr. Tina Cooper  
Named Dynamic Chickasaw woman for 2008 
7 p.m. on March 31, Mead Auditorium, West Science Bldg.  
Made possible by the Wildcat Innovation Fund and the College of Arts and Sciences 

For more information about these activities, 
call 906-227-1397 or visit 

www.nmu.edu/nativeamericans. 
For more information on all  

WomenÐs History Month activities at N.M.U.,  
call 906-227-1554. 
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Native American Heritage Month Film Series  

 After almost a year-long hiatus, the Anishinaabe News has returned. I am 
sincerely grateful for those NASA members who gave of their time and  
energy to Nish News over this past year: Charlene Brissette, Ashle Helman, 
bƛƪƪŜ {ǇƛŎŜǊΣ ±ŀƴŜǎǎŀ /ƘŀǾŜȊΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
forget anyone. Please forgive me if I did.  
 As a result of all this hard work over the past year, this issue contains 
some highlights from the past year. While we know some of this might be 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άƻƭŘ ƴŜǿǎέ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΣ ŀǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
and photos we have to share.  If you are interested in contributing anything 
to Nish News for future issues (i.e. photographs, essays, articles, poems), 
please e-Ƴŀƛƭ b!{!ϪƴƳǳΦŜŘǳ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƴŜ άbƛǎƘ bŜǿǎ  
{ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 
        -- April Lindala, NASA Adviser 

Nish News returns After Hiatus  

By Jeremiah Harrington 

 The Native American Student Asso-
ciation (NASA) hosted a series of three 
films as part of Native American Heri-
tage Month. The films were in addi-
tion to the First Nations Food Taster 
and guest speakers, Rev. Kevin Annett 
and Dr. Jessica Rickert.  
 Following each film was a discus-
sion. These considerations were an 
excellent way for the community to 
reflect and critique the films in a 
group setting. Here are brief descrip-
tions of the films and some points of 
discussion. 
 Reel Injun: On the Trail of the Holly-
wood Indian. This documentary  
depicts Hollywood's portrayal of  
Native Americans in film. It starts all 
the way back from the start of film 
with the silent era, up to modern 
times.  

You learn that some of the very first 
film ever shot was of Native Ameri-
cans. Personally, I found Reel Injun to 
be very informative and enlightening. 
It was packed full of hundreds of 
movie clips and had interviews with 
many directors, actors, and writers. 
There was a focus on the stereotypes 
and misunderstandings that many 
films have perpetuated. In the discus-
sion following the film there were a 
lot of positive comments about the 
message that it delivered. I did notice 
that there was 
very little to 
show of 
women and 
their influence 
in the movies, 
though. 

 The Only Good Indian. Set in Kansas 
in the early 1900s, this fictional movie   
introduces actor Winter Fox Frank as a 
boarding school runaway who gets 
tracked down by a bounty hunter, 
who also happens to be Indian and 
played by well known actor Wes 
Studi. After a series of twists and 
turns the runaway and the bounty 
hunter end up becoming hunted. They 
slowly build a friendship and come to 
learn a lot from each other.  
 Despite being a fiction piece it does 
accurately portray the harsh reality of 
the boarding schools and the negative 
impacts it had upon all of American 
society. In our post-film discussion 
there was a general consensus that 
this was a very entertaining and infor-
mative movie. 

(Film Series continued on page 3) 
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By Jeremiah Harrington 
(Visit to the MTU powwow October 2010) 
 

  Conceptualizing the powwow ex-
perience into words is like trying to 
explain the most vivid and fleeting of 
dreams. I can only sum it up as a mes-
merizing state of enhanced sensory 
awareness and perception, in which 
the mind and body are tantalized with 
gorgeous color, spiritual sounds, calm-
ing aromas, hearty foods, and plenty 
of smiling faces. Unlike what you ex-
perience in your deep sleep, a pow-
wow is more like a lucid dream of the 
semi-conscious mind that you are able 
to move about in at will. 
 For those who do not know, a pow-
wow is a gathering of Native American 
peoples. The event is full of singing, 
dancing and friendship. On a deeper 
level the powwow is rich cultural  
display honoring Native American 
heritage. Weeks, and even months 
worth of planning go into every 
powwow.  
 The central focus of the pow-
wow is a dance arena and the 
drums. A powwow will start 
with the grand entry τ  when 
all of the dancers enter the 
arena. Dancers dance clockwise 
in this region. After the grand 
entry there is a dedication song 
to the veterans of the armed 
services of our country. Most of 
the dancers wear regalia, which are 
handmade outfits. There are many 
types of regalia. Dance styles, regalia 
design, and other themes will vary 
depending on tribe and geographic 
location.  
 Overwhelming feelings of wonder 
and excitement arose within me the 
moment I heard the drums. I stood 
ŀǿŜǎǘǊǳŎƪ ŀǎ ƛŦ LΩŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴ ŜŀƎƭŜ 
swooping down upon a flowing river 
to seize a meal for its young. I looked 
over to my new girlfriend, Nancy, and 
told her how happy I was that she 
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The Circle of Life  

chose to come along with me.  She 
responded in kind by telling me that 
having an opportunity to spend  
almost the entire day with me made it 
completely worthwhile. She is part 
American Indian and this was the first 
time either of us attended a powwow. 
 After taking in the atmosphere a bit, 
I remembered that I had brought my 
camera. I took countless photos. I felt 
I wanted to clone myself just to get all 
the desired snapshots. One must keep 
in mind that there are certain  
moments during a powwow in which 

photography may be prohibited. It is 

very important to pay attention 

and listen closely to the MC for the 

purpose of remaining within your 

bounds.  

 I had the pleasure of trying my first 
piece of fry bread. We had to wait a 
little while though. I guess the first 
batch sold very quickly because when 

I went to put in our order I was told 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴπ
ŘŀƴǘΩǎ ŦŀŎƛŀƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƛŎŜ 
tone told me that I must have been 
the twentieth person to ask her about 
fry bread in the last ten minutes. I 
made small talk with her and got the 
attendant to laugh and smile a bit to 
help lighten up her day somewhat. 
Nancy and I positioned ourselves 
closer to the food stand at that time, 
because we knew that there was go-
ing to be a mad dash once the fry 
bread arrived.  An Indian taco is a 
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Have you ever thought about a  
minor in Native American Studies?  
 

Registration for fall semester opens on Friday, March 18.  
 

NAS 101: Anishinaabe Language, Culture and Community   [Meets Div V] 
NAS 204: Native American Experience     [Meets Div 11 & WC] 
NAS 207a: Fall Season Anishinaabe Exploration 
*NAS 212: Mich./Wis.: Tribes, Treaties, and Current Issues  [Meets Div IV & WC] 
NAS 310: Tribal Law and Government     [Meets Div IV] 
NAS 315: History of Indian Boarding School Education  [Meets Div II] 
NAS 320: American Indians: Identity and Media Images  [Meets Div III] 
**NAS 485: WEB American Indian Education     
NAS 495: Special Topics: American Indian Humor   [pre-req of NAS 204] 
 
*Meets the Wisconsin Publ ic Act 31 requirement for  teachers. 
**Meets onl ine Wednesdays 6-�Ô�� �é �Ì �� �Ž�� �û �¼�Ð�¯ �� �g �Æ�Æ�� �Ø�Ž�Ž �� �Ð�� �Ì �x �™�û�™�Ž�� �" �™�™�Ä�� �� �ê �á�‹ �� �� �‹ �� �« �¡ �ë 
 

For more information call the Center for Native American Studies at 906-227-1397. 


