Dean of Students Office Procedure for the 

 Requests for Exemptions to Dangerous Materials & Open Flame

Pursuant to Student Code, 2.3.7.02:  Dangerous Materials and Open Flame: Unless acting in compliance with a specific written exemption to this regulation from the Dean of Students, no student shall use or create an open flame, or live or glowing embers or charcoal in any University buildings.  A request for an exception to this regulation must be for ceremonial or religious purposes.
Students or registered student organizations who wish to receive an exemption to the policy are required to complete the following process:

All requests must be made in writing to the Dean of Students and address each of the points listed below.  Requests can be delivered to the Dean of Students Office or sent via e-mail to dso@nmu.edu. Requests shall:

1. Clearly state the reason for the exemption, either religious or ceremonial, and the purpose for which the request is being made.
2. Describe in detail the nature and size of the dangerous materials or open flames.  Describe the container being used.
3. Describe the time, place, and duration in which the dangerous materials or open flames will be used.

4. Describe what safety precautions will take place to ensure that any exemptions will not result in any disruptive activity or pose a safety threat to other members of the University community.  Describe how the materials will be extinguished and stored safety/properly when finished.
5. List the member of the University faculty or staff who will supervise and monitor the event.  The Dean of Students, or designee, will inform you if this person is approved to monitor.  Note to faculty/staff:  the role of the monitor is to ensure the flame is under control at the beginning, and properly extinguished at the end.  The monitor should not observe or participate in the ceremony or ritual without expressed permission.  
Individual or group requests for a multiple or semester exemption period will be considered on a case by case basis if the regularly scheduled activity meets all of the criteria listed above, is one which can occur in the same location, and with the requirement that  the supervisory person be present when each activity occurs.  

All requests must be submitted to the Dean of Students Office or dso@nmu.edu for approval from the Dean of Students or designee.  Approval will be emailed to the requesting student within 48 hours of the request, if possible.
If you have any questions, please contact the Dean of Students Office at 2001 C.B. Hedgcock Building, phone:  906-227-1700, or email:  dso@nmu.edu.
