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Welcome to the new semester! 
We hope your first weeks are feeling
smooth and exciting, you could see some
familiar faces, and made new connections! 

This newsletter will provide you with the
information and tools that will help you
succeed!
Let’s jump right in... 

Welcome Back! What's In ThisNewsletter?
Recent Grad Highlight: Abbie
Walters
New Faculty and Staff
BSW/MSW News

Anti racism training
Study Abroad - India

Mino-bimose’idiwag News
WPT Library

Community Highlights
Superior Health Foundation
Gala
MBLGTACC 

Research Highlight: Sal Ryman

Recent Graduate Highlight:
Abbie Walters

Thanks to her experiences in the BSW program,
Abbie could thrive during her internship at
Michigan Safe Space. Supporting the LGBTQIA+
society through telehealth, she gained valuable
experience in her field - and a permanent job! Now
working remotely from Marquette, Abbie helps to
expand Michigan Safe Space’s network to the UP.

Abbie Walters
Certificate of Excellence for

Clinical Work

“I think there’s a lot of growth that can happen in our
placement. We oftentimes don’t see it when we’re

first starting, but I’m able to reflect back now and can
see that I grew so much from that experience - and

now I have my dream job because of it!



WELCOME!

..

..

 Shelby Boggs
Graduate Assistant

Mino-bimose’idiwag

Vanessa SteigaufGraduate AssistantMSW

New Faculty and Staff

Tashina EmeryMino-bimose’idiwagProgram Coordinator
Sal Ryman

Assistant Professor Brian Lingle
Assistant Professor

https://nmu.edu/socialwork/tashina-emery
https://nmu.edu/socialwork/tashina-emery
https://nmu.edu/socialwork/tashina-emery
https://nmu.edu/socialwork/sal-ryman
https://nmu.edu/socialwork/sal-ryman
https://nmu.edu/socialwork/sal-ryman
https://nmu.edu/socialwork/brian-lingle
https://nmu.edu/socialwork/brian-lingle


BSW/MSW NewsBSW/MSW News

October 1st
BSW upper level curriculum
application deadline

December 1st
early decision MSW
program (those only
applying to NMU or having
NMU as their priority)

February 28 - March 10, 2025
All MSW students are eligible, priority given to
concentration year students

More info:
SW 595 International Social Work, 3cr.
Faculty-led: Vikash Kumar and second faculty
member

MSW Study Abroad - India

SW Faculty and Staff
Anti Racism Training

The 2022 version of the Council on Social Work Education's
Educational Policies and Standards urges programs to integrate
anti-racist practice, values and knowledge into their programs.
We recognize that superficially we can diversify our readings,
invite speakers, and revamp our courses to demonstrate
attention to diverse populations, but unless we really do the
interpersonal work of examining our own biases, belief systems,
and behaviors, we cannot truly teach anti-racism in our social
work curricula. This three part workshop, planned for September
and October 2024, will be one of the early steps for faculty and
staff to develop deeper awareness and skills in meaningfully
integrating anti-racism into our programs. 

Upcoming
deadlines

Through collaboration with the Delhi School
of Social Work you can gain insight into the
impact of transparency and accountability
in governance and social welfare programs.
Last year’s project involved a social audit

Pending university approval!
Contact vkumar@nmu.edu or
goabroad@nmu.edu  if you are interested!



Mino-bimose’idiwagNewsMino-bimose’idiwagNews
Mino-bimose’idiwag (WPT)

Library Is Now Open!

Save the date!
November 6-7, 2024
Resiliency Through
Community Conference
The event will feature presentations on
the work with Tribal Victim Service
Agencies and Native Communities. We will
also cover human trafficking, housing and
homelessness, substance use treatment,
secondary traumatic stress, and missing
and murdered Indigenous Women and
People.
Contact wpt@nmu.edu or
sboggs@nmu.edu for more information!

We are very excited to announce that our Mino-
bimose’idiwag (Walking the Path Together) Library is
officially ready for use! To access our virtual catalog, please
click here.

The catalog link will direct you to our Google Sheets
Library. The first sheet is the “Orientation page”, which
includes all the essential information on how to check out
items, return items, and more! Please take a moment to
read through it carefully. Along the bottom of the page,
you’ll find tabs for “Books” and “Movies & Other Materials”
to explore our database virtually.

For checking out/returning items, please fill out 
the this form.
** Please note that if you wish to use a book set for a
classroom, each student must pick up and check out the
books individually. 

As we launch this new library, we welcome any feedback
on how we can improve and streamline the process. We
hope our library resources inspire and support you in your
work and personal journey, and we appreciate all the
suggestions that you all have so kindly shared to make this
library what it is today! If you have any questions or need
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Email: wpt@nmu.edu      
Phone: (906) 277-1105 
Library Location: 2403 Jamrich Hall 
(Sarah Carlson's Office within 
the Social Work Department)

Click here to
learn more!

https://nmu.edu/socialwork/mino-bimoseidiwag-recruitment-flyer
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1uBObho5IiUkkvT42J9J4m52S_Nb4Da-ic566_t0B8Y4/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/xfF916xdB9RKx43k8
mailto:wpt@nmu.edu


Community Highlight

Northern Lights Child Advocacy
Center

“Our mission is to
assist with unmet
healthcare needs,
with health
education, and with
programs and
research on
preventing illness
and promoting health
in the Upper
Peninsula.”

We talked to MSW student Nate Thompson about his work at
the Northern Lights Child Advocacy Center:
At their core, Child Advocacy Centers (CAC) work to provide a safe,
child-centered, and trauma informed space for children to tell their
stories about experiencing abuse. When law enforcement or child
protective services learn that a child may be the victim abuse, they
refer the case to a CAC where a trained specialists conducts a
recorded forensic interview with the child. During the interview,
investigators and prosecutors observe the interview in real-time
from a separate room. The goal is to avoid children having to tell
their stories in a scary or intimidating space such as a police station
or hospital; and since the interview is recorded, the child only has
to tell their story once. Simultaneously, CACs provide advocacy for
the child and family to help them navigate the justice system,
prepare for Court, or file personal protection orders. 
Northern Lights CAC serves all of Marquette County, 
and had assisted with cases in several other UP 
Counties. Our team has worked to local, State, 
and Federal law enforcement primarily with child 
sexual abuse cases. As we continue to grow our 
program, here are a few ongoing projects we're 
working on:

Prevention education for the community
Therapy services for children who have 

      survived abuse or other traumas
On -site medical exams for children that 

      require a sexual assault exam
Click here to
learn more!

https://superiorhealthfoundation.org/events/annual-gala/


Community Highlight

32nd annual Midwest Bisexual
Lesbian Gay Transgender Asexual

College Conference

“We envision a
liberated future where
generations of queer
and trans people live in
abundance and their
joy, knowledge, and
experience guide our
shared existence.”

MBLGTACC

October, 25-27, 2024
Northern Michigan 
University, 
Marquette, MI

Register now: 
https://mblgtacc.org/

The 32nd annual MBLGTACC will bring together
students, activists, makers, thought leaders,
higher ed pros, artists, and more.
Join them for vendor fairs, socials, workshops,
breakout sessions, presentations, and more!

Learn more and register here.

Deadline to register: Sep. 25

https://mblgtacc.org/
https://mblgtacc.org/


Research Highlight

Health Care Experience of Trans
Students Attending Historically Black

Colleges

....

SAL RYMAN

Sal just completed their dissertation on “Health
Care Experience of Trans Students Attending
Historically Black Colleges” in June - Congrats!
They presented their findings at the National
LGBTQ+ Health Conference in Atlanta, GA, in
August and will go on to present their
dissertation at the upcoming annual meeting of
SSWR (Society for Social Work and Research) in
January, 2025. . 

What’s next, Sal?

“I am currently working on completing
manuscripts resulting from prior work on
identity, health disparities, and educational
policy. My next project is a survey of families
who travel or relocate to access gender-
affirming care for their children. I am also
beginning background research for a
qualitative study exploring how menopause
affects the identity of nonbinary people
assigned female at birth.”

Take a peak
at Sal’s
dissertation
here!

https://www.proquest.com/dissertations-theses/health-care-experiences-trans-students-attending/docview/3095324616/se-2

