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DIRECT ADMISSION PROGRAM AGREEMENT
Between

Gogebic Community College
And
Northern Michigan University

Northern Michigan University (“NMU”) and Gogebic Community College (“GCC”) are entering into this
agreement to provide a path to bachelor degree programs to enhance access and affordability for
students in the Upper Peninsula.

The agreement is intended to serve as a link between NMU and GCC to provide seamless student
movement between the institutions. The objective is to facilitate student entry or reentry into a bachelor
degree program at NMU and increase transfer student retention and graduation rates.

Goals of the program include:

e Eliminating barriers for transfer students

e Promoting student wellbeing

e Increasing baccalaureate degree attainment

e Improving academic program articulation

e Enhancing transfer student connections to the NMU community
e Utilizing resources at both institutions efficiently and effectively

Benefits of the program:

The agreement will provide students a unique environment in which they will receive support from both
institutions to ensure a seamless transition from GCC to NMU. Students enrolled at GCC and officially
confirmed in the program will be admitted to NMU initially during their enrollment at GCC as a non-degree
undergraduate student status concurrently at NMU and will be provided certain opportunities available
to students in regular enrollment at NMU, including the use of the facilities and services listed below, and
become part of the NMU community.

e Academic and Career Advising

e NMU ID Card

e NMU Lydia M Olson Library privileges available to NMU students

e MyNMU account

e NMU Email address

e Access to events at the NMU student pricing and covered by the student activity fee at NMU

e Participation or attendance in select NMU student life activities

e One free official transcript from Gogebic Community College sent to Northern Michigan University
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Direct Admission Program

Direct admission from GCC to NMU will allow a student who attends GCC to indicate early
intention to transfer to NMU, to receive access to select services and support, make their transfer
to NMU easier, and improve their chances of degree attainment at both institutions. Direct
Admission students will execute FERPA compliant releases to allow sharing of the student’s
education record with NMU and GCC. Direct admission to NMU will enter the student’s
information into NMU student record systems during their enrollment at GCC. The student will
be in a non-degree undergraduate status at NMU while concurrently enrolled at GCC. An initial
expected term of enrollment at NMU will be indicated by the student.

When a new student applies for admission to GCC, they will be offered an option on the GCC
application to participate in the Direct Admission Program. A student is not obligated to transfer
to NMU by participating in the Program.

GCC will supply to NMU necessary demographic and academic information for NMU to create a
student record and account. The student will be considered a GCC student intending to transfer
to NMU for a future term unless the student changes their desired start term in writing to NMU.

NMU will send students a welcome packet after they are confirmed to be enrolled through GCC’s
semester census. If the student is participating in an articulation agreement as well as the Direct
Admission Program, they will receive information about their academic pathway.

Every semester, NMU will re-verify the enrollment of students who previously indicated their
participation in the Direct Admission Program. NMU will rely upon GCC’s census reporting to NMU
to verify continued participation in the Program, or a student may make a request in writing to
withdraw from the program and no longer participate. Students may change their program of
study at any point while attending GCC, after consulting with their adviser at GCC. GCC will
communicate the new program to NMU in writing.

Non-enrollment or withdrawal from the program will not prevent a student from transferring to
NMU if they apply to NMU and meet admissions requirements.

Direct Admission Program students are expected to meet each semester with their academic
adviser at both institutions. The adviser for the student’s intended institution of study is
responsible for guiding and helping their enrollment choices at that institution only.

Upon application for graduation from GCC, GCC will cover the cost and prepare to send the
student’s final official transcript on behalf of the student directly to NMU’s Admissions Office free
of charge to the student. Additional copies before or after this complementary send are the
responsibility of the student to obtain. NMU requires copies of official transcripts from all
previously attended colleges and universities.

GCC will share with NMU known enrollment history of a student in the Direct Admission Program
as it becomes known to GCC prior to transfer to NMU. If NMU becomes aware of additional
enrollment history outside of GCC while a student is in the Direct Admission Program, NMU will
share that information with GCC.
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All Direct Admission students must meet all NMU admission requirements prior to changing to
degree-seeking status at NMU.

If a student is in a program that requires transfer before graduation, the student must inform the
GCC Registrar’s Office so their official transcript can be sent to NMU.

If a student does not enroll at NMU by the time of the NMU course registration deadline for their
intended term, NMU will follow its normal no-show process to inactivate the student’s account.
The student can still apply to NMU for a future term. A student still enrolled in courses at GCC
during their intended NMU start term may remain in the Program and GCC will inform NMU of
the student’s extended GCC enrollment status and the new intended NMU start term.

Students enrolled at GCC are not eligible to apply for NMU campus housing while taking courses
at GCC and not enrolled in coursework at NMU. A student preparing to enroll at NMU who is
required by NMU’s campus housing policy to live on campus, or intends to apply for NMU campus
housing even if not required to, must complete a housing application through NMU and meet
housing policy requirements. The housing application fee and the advanced payment must be
paid where applicable at time of application.

F1 Student Visa International Students

All F1 Student Visa International Students will need to apply through GCC’s international
application process when matriculating to GCC. International students on an active F-1 visa from
GCC are eligible for direct admission to NMU. Once an international student has successfully
completed their degree or at least 12 credit hours at GCC, they will be eligible to transfer to
NMU pending NMU's receipt of a final transcript from GCC and any other colleges or universities
previously attended before NMU. If an international student requests to transfer with fewer
than 12 credit hours earned at GCC, they will need to submit all required documents for
international admission at NMU. Upon admission to NMU, the student will work with their DSO
at GCC and International Programs Office at NMU to ensure a smooth transfer of their SEVIS
record.

Tuition and Fees
GCC will assess tuition and fees for courses taken at GCC.

NMU will assess tuition and fees for courses taken at NMU.

Overarching Program Information
Recruitment and Retention for the Program:

GCC and NMU will jointly recruit students into the Program, and students in the Program will be
eligible to receive student support services from both institutions.

e NMU will make Program information available to students in GCC’s service area who do
not meet NMU’s admissions criteria.
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e NMU will make Program information available to NMU students in GCC's service area who
are academically ineligible to continue at NMU.

e GCC will make the Program information available to students entering or currently
enrolled in programs at GCC.

e GCC will make the Program information available to students who are excelling
academically.

e To further degree attainment goals and pathway options for students, both institutions
will encourage and facilitate faculty to meet regularly between corresponding
departments to develop additional articulation agreements where appropriate.

e Student records and advising will be shared between both institutions in accordance with
FERPA requirements and student’s informed consent.

Office Space for Northern Michigan University at Gogebic Community College

GCC will provide NMU with an office space on their Ironwood campus to further facilitate student
connections with NMU staff, provide improved access to NMU services and support, and
strengthen the working relationship between GCC and NMU.

Uses and programming
o Meeting space for NMU admissions counselors, academic advisers, or other NMU staff
conducting university business with GCC students.
e Informational events and workshops including but not limited to financial aid, admissions,
and academic programs.

Responsibilities
e NMU will supply furniture to conduct university business and supply its own technology

equipment including but not limited to computers and monitors.

e NMU will provide signage for the space and be allowed to choose the paint and
decoration scheme of the office.

e  GCC will provide access to the office including a key. Building access is provided during
normal operating hours of GCC's campus, and can be arranged for use outside of normal
building hours with prior notification.

e  GCC will provide WIFI access.

e  GCC will provide general maintenance of the space, including but not limited to heating,
cooling, and overhead lighting.

Registration, Records, and Information Sharing of the Program:

Students will register for GCC courses through the regular registration processes at GCC. GCC will
maintain student records for Program students until they matriculate to NMU.

Students will register for NMU courses through the regular registration processes at NMU.
For academic advising and other purposes, information will be shared between institutions while

the student is in the Program. The institutions will work together to develop a secure, efficient
process for information and data exchange.
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Financial Aid

Guest Students are not eligible for financial aid at NMU while enrolled in classes at their home
institution and in a non-degree seeking status.

Applications for scholarships will be available at the institution where the student is degree-
seeking.

Program Conduct:

Students participating in the Program must comply with the conduct standards at both GCC and
NMU. Each institution will notify the other in writing if a student becomes subject to a conduct
proceeding. Students found in violation of conduct codes may receive sanctions from either or
both institutions, in accordance with each institution’s established policies and procedures.

At NMU, the Dean of Students is responsible for managing student conduct processes. At GCC the
Vice President for Student Services and Athletics is responsible for managing student conduct.

Each party agrees that a complaint or grievance by a student solely against or solely involving one
institution and/or its administration, faculty, staff, services or facilities will be addressed through
that institution’s complaint or grievance procedures, and that all such complaints or grievances
shall be addressed through that institution’s then-current policies, processes, and procedures.
NMU agrees that students will not be allowed to use NMU grievance procedures to pursue
complaints solely involving GCC, and GCC agrees that students will not be allowed to use GCC
grievance procedures to pursue complaints solely involving NMU.

Additional Fees:

NMU will bill GCC students directly for any additional fees they may incur at NMU, including but
not limited to parking fees or fines, other fines, or damage assessments.

Marketing of the Program:

Promotional plans and materials related to the Program will be subject to approval by each
institution. Both institutions will make good faith efforts to create marketing materials and
promote the Program.

Implementation/Amendment

NMU and GCC staff will develop and continue to refine operational protocols and procedures to
jointly support the initiatives contained in this agreement.

Primary administration and oversight of daily operations of the Program will be conducted by the
Admissions Office at NMU and by the Registrar’s Office at GCC.

This agreement may be amended in writing, signed by both parties.
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Term and Termination

The term of this agreement shall be for three (3) years, beginning upon the date of execution. The
agreement may be renewed for one or more additional terms of three (3) years, provided that
such renewal will be in a separate writing executed by the parties. The parties may decide to
renew the agreement in-whole, in-part, or with other modifications and addendums as agreed
upon in writing and signed by both parties. Either party may terminate this agreement by
providing thirty (30) days written notification to the other. The effective date of the termination
shall be the end of the Spring semester of the party which has the latest end date. Students
declared separately in an articulation agreement will continue to follow that agreement’s terms
and conditions and be provided the benefits agreed upon in the articulation agreement. New
students will not be accepted into the direct admission program after expiration or termination.

The termination of this agreement shall not relieve the parties from performing under those
provisions reasonably necessary to ensure that the termination does not adversely affect any
student until the end of the semester in which the termination would otherwise become effective.

Independent Contractors

The parties to this agreement are independent contractors. This agreement shall not be construed
to create any legal partnership or joint venture between the parties and/or their affiliates. This
agreement shall not be construed to confer upon either party any authority to act for or on behalf
of the other, and no authority is conferred upon either party by virtue of this agreement to assume
or create any fiscal obligation on behalf of the other party, except as specifically provided herein
to the contrary.
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DIRECT ADMISSION PROGRAM AGREEMENT

Between

Gogebic Community College

Northern Michigan University

We the representatives of Gogebic Community College and Northern Michigan University agree to the
terms of this agreement, which will be for an initial period of three (3) years.

NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

Brock: Tussman 9/22/2024
Brock Tessman, Ph.D.
President

Anne Oaldrian 9/22/2024

Anne Dahlman, Ph.D.
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

GOGEBIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE

(lris Patnitts
Chris Patritto, M.S.
President

%Zg//—/‘9/19/2024

9/19/2024

Jennifer Sabourin, Ph.D.
Vice President of Student Services and Athletics
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