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RENEWAL ARTICULATION AGREEMENT

Between
Oakland Community College
A.A.S. Degree in Graphic Design
And
Northern Michigan University
College of Arts and Sciences
B.S. Degree in Art and Design with an emphasis in Graphic Design

Article |
Agreement on Principle

Northern Michigan University and Oakland Community College agree that students who choose to transfer from a
community college to a senior college or university to earn a bachelor’s degree should be provided with a smooth
curriculum transition that minimizes loss of credit and duplication of coursework. Therefore, Northern Michigan
University and Oakland Community College agree to enter into this curriculum articulation agreement for students
who complete the A.A.S. in Graphic Design at Oakland Community College and transfer to NMU to complete the
Bachelors of Science in Art and Design with an emphasis in Graphic Design. Both institutions enter into this
agreement as cooperating, equal partners who shall maintain the integrity of their separate programs.

Article 11
Agreement on Program Specifics

Northern Michigan University and Oakland Community College agree that any student who has successfully
completed the minimum requirements outlined on the attached articulation guide may transfer the course credits
indicated toward the Bachelors of Science in Art and Design with an emphasis in Graphic Design at Northern
Michigan University. Students who follow this articulated program agreement must apply and be admitted to Northern
Michigan University. Oakland Community College students will receive equal consideration with other students
seeking admission and financial aid. The bachelor’s degree graduation requirements for students who follow this
articulated program agreement are listed on the attached articulation guide.

Article 111
Agreement on Communication

Northern Michigan University and Oakland Community College agree to cooperate in communication with each other
and with their common and respective publics concerning the established relationship between the two institutions.
Communication may include the development of various kinds of publications to inform those who might benefit
personally or professionally from the opportunities provided by this agreement. Faculty and staff at both institutions
will share the information in this agreement with interested and qualified students and both institutions will provide
counseling and advising to students and prospective students.

Article 1V
Agreement on Maintenance and Review Procedures

At least one administrative or faculty member from each institution will be appointed to act as agents for the
implementation of this agreement, to speak for the institutions and to communicate changes to respective faculty
members, advisors, counselors, and others to whom the information is pertinent. Responsibility for oversight of this
agreement rests with the Director of Academic Partnerships at Oakland Community College and the Associate Provost
for Academic Affairs at Northern Michigan University

Both parties agree to communicate annually any changes in their respective programs that may affect this articulation
agreement. During the third year, both parties will review the agreement for revision and possible renewal. If the
agreement is not reviewed by the end of the effective agreement, Oakland Community College students who started
the articulated program prior to termination of the agreement, will be given three additional years to be admitted to
NMU under terms of this agreement.
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Note Regarding Michigan Transfer Agreement (MTA): Students who transfer to Northern Michigan University
from a Michigan community college and who have Michigan Transfer Agreement Satisfied posted on their transcript
will be considered to have met the requirements of NMU’s General Education program. Students will still be
expected to complete all other degree requirements, including graduation requirements (World Cultures
requirement, Laboratory Science requirement, and Math and English Competency requirement) and any courses
listed as “Other Required Courses” that may also be General Education courses. Degree requirements can be found
at www.nmu.edu/catalog. Transfer students who do not complete the entire block of courses required by the MTA
will receive credit for courses they do complete on the basis of individual evaluation and established transfer
equivalencies.

ARTICULATION AGREEMENT

Between
Oakland Community College

A.A.S. Degree in Graphic Design
And

Northern Michigan University
College of Arts and Sciences
B.S. Degree in Art and Design with an emphasis in Graphic Design

This Renewal Agreement will replace the previous agreement dated February 7, 2025. Effective Dates of this
Avrticulation Agreement February 24, 2026 — February 24, 2029

Introduction:

The purpose of this articulation agreement is to provide a smooth transition for students who want to earn an A.A.S.
degree in Graphic Design at Oakland Community College prior to a transfer to Northern Michigan University to
complete a B.S. degree in Art and Design with an emphasis in Graphic Design. As displayed in this document, the
first 3.5 years of coursework are completed at Oakland Community College and the final three semesters at NMU.

The School of Art and Design faculty mentor students in the development of unique visual voices within a larger
visual culture. Students are engaged in creative problem solving and independent production of art and design
toward a path of becoming engaged professionals in their respective fields. Northern Michigan University offers a
foundation program that teaches students to communicate effectively by gaining a theoretical understanding of
visual culture across diverse communities and developing an awareness of the evolving nature of Art & Design.
Students acquire hands-on material techniques and technological skills while exploring diverse modes of thinking
during the production of art & design work, fostering a sustainable creative practice. The DeVVos Art Museum and
Visiting Artist Program support the mission of the school by providing global, national, and regional exhibitions,
educational and research opportunities, and providing students with direct interactions with recognized
professional artists.

All of the school’s faculty members are regionally and nationally recognized for their work.

The graphic design curriculum provides students with a broad knowledge of concepts, issues, procedures, and
tools to prepare them for the design and production of art/design objects at a professional level.

Effective Dates:

The effective dates of this agreement are from February 24, 2026- February 24, 2029. If this agreement is not
renewed at the end of the effective period, students who have already started this articulated program at Oakland
Community College will be given three additional years to be admitted to NMU under the terms of this agreement.
Students, who began the program prior to the effective date, may use the agreement to the extent that the
requirements completed are consistent with this agreement.


http://www.nmu.edu/catalog
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Oakland Community College: This outline addresses the requirements of the associate degree, MTA and
additional course requirements for this agreement. Please note this is just an example. If you choose to pursue another
sequence, please consult an Oakland Community College counselor to ensure that requirements have been met in the order
of desire. A maximum of 90 semester credits may transfer to NMU from Oakland Community College. A grade of C- or
higher is required for transfer to NMU. The following is Oakland Community College’s A.A.S degree with additional
course selections to meet requirements within NMU’s General Education Program and the Michigan Transfer Agreement:

OCC College Oakland Community College — Graphic Credit | NMU NMU Degree
Course # Design Hours | Equivalent Requirements
Year One — Fall Semester 16-19
ART 1510 Basic Drawing 3 AD 102 Art & Design
Elective
ENG 1510 or Composition | or 3-6 EN 111 MTA
ENG 1510E or Composition | Enhanced or
ENG 1510S Composition | with Support
PHO 1700 Beginning Digital Photography 4 ARTD 217 2 D Studio Course
GRD 1100 Graphic Design 3 AD 1009/ *Part 1 of AD 101
AD 101 (student must
complete GRD 1100
and GRD 1850 to get
credit for AD 101)
Major Course
GRD 1120 Typography in Design 3 AD 318A (Course 300 Level Core
may change to Course
ARTD 318 in the
future)
Year One -Winter Semester 18
GRD 1160 Advertising Design 3 AD 1009 / ARTD **Part 1 of ARTD
218 218 (student must
complete GRD 1160
and GRD 1320 to get
credit for ARTD 218)
Digital Studio Course
GRD 1210 Rendering Techniques 3 AD 1009 Art & Design
Elective
GRD 1750 Computer Design 4 AD 1009 Art & Design
Elective
GRD 1850 Digital Illustration 4 AD 1009/ AD 101 | *Part 2 of AD 101
(student must
complete GRD 1100
and GRD 1850 to get
credit for AD 101)
Major Course
MAT 1150 or MAT Select one math course from the following: 4 MA 100 MTA /NMU
1500 or MAT 1525 or | Intermediate Algebra or MA 113 Graduation
MAT 1540 or MAT Finite Mathematics or MA 101 Requirement / Math
1560 or MAT 1580 or | Quantitative Reasoning or MA 111 Competency (must
MAT 1630 or MAT Trigonometry or MA 115 earn at least a C to
1730 Statistics or DATA 109 meet graduation
Precalculus or Calculus | MA 115 or MA 161 | competency)
Year One - Summer Semester 9
GRD 1310 Graphic Design Ul 3 AD 1009 Art & Design
Elective
GRD 2100 Graphic Systems Design 3 AD 1009 Art & Design
Elective
Humanity MTA — Applicable Humanities 3 MTA MTA
Year Two - Fall Semester 16
COM 1290 or Interpersonal Communication or 3 COM 110 or General Elective
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COM 1600 Fundamentals of Speech COM 100
HIS 1510 or World Civilizations to the Beginning of the 4 HS 201 or HS 202 MTA and NMU
HIS 1520 Modern Era or World Civilizations from the Global Citizenship
Modern Era Graduation
Requirement
GRD 1320 Digital Typography 3 AD 1009/ ARTD **Part 2 of ARTD
218 218 (student must
complete GRD 1160
and GRD 1320 to get
credit for ARTD 218)
100 Level Digital
Studio Concentration
Course
GRD 1450 Brand Identity Design 3 AD 1009 Art & Design
Elective
Natural Science MTA Applicable Natural Science 3 MTA MTA
Year Two — Winter Semester 14-16
Natural Science w/lab | MTA Applicable Natural Science w/lab*: select 4 Select from one of MTA
-Select one of the one course from: Life Science, Molecular and the following: BI
following courses: Cellular Biology, Introductory Chemistry, 100, BI 111,
BIO 1511, B101530, Survey of Organic and Biochemistry, General CH105,
CHE 1000, CHE 1320, | Chemistry I, Introductory Geology, Astronomy, CH 109, CH 111,
CHE 1510, GSC 1530, | Cosmology, Introduction to Environmental CH 112, GC 255,
GSC 1580, GSC 1590, | Geology, Concepts in Physics, College Physics | AS 103, AS 104,
GSC 1620, PHY 1031, SILB 1009, SILB
PHY 1610 1009, PH 201
GRD 2301-3 or GRD Graphic Design Internship or 1-3 AD 2009 or Art & Design
2401-3 Advanced Design Projects AD 1009 Elective
GRD 2350 Graphic Design Strategies 3 AD 1009 General Elective
GRD 2450 Portfolio Preparation 3 AD 1009 General Elective
ENG 1520 Composition 1l (must earn at least a C for this 3 EN 211 NMU Graduation
course to count as NMU English Competency Requirement (must
Graduation Requirement) earn at leasta C to
meet graduation
competency)
Year Two — Summer Semester 9
*Social Science MTA Applicable Social Science* 3 MTA
*Humanity MTA Applicable Humanities* 3 MTA
ART 2600 American Art 3 AD 260 Major Art History
Course
Total Credit Hours 82-87

*Courses must be from a different discipline than previously taken.
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Final Three Semesters at NMU...The final three semesters of NMU’s B.S. degree in Art and Design
with an emphasis in Graphic Design is comprised of 34-38 credits. To qualify for a bachelor’s degree at NMU, students must

meet all graduation requirements, which include the courses listed below at NMU.

NMU Credit | NMU Degree
Course # NMU Course Title Hours Requirements

First Semester 12
Select one 3D Studio 3D Studio Course: Select one from: 4 Major Foundation Course — 3D Studio
Course from: Course
ARTD 209, ARTD Industrial Design: Foundations
210, ARTD 2186, Ceramics: Foundations
ARTD 223 or ARTD Sculpture: Foundations
224 Jewelry/Metalsmithing: Foundations

Woodworking: Foundations
AD 270 Concepts and Culture 4 Foundation Course and Gen Ed (INTT)
AD 388 Web Design 4 300 + Level Core Course

Second Semester 13-14
Art History Adviser Approved Art History Course 4 Sub for AD 110 for this agreement only
AD 303 Individual Art Review (Individualized Enrollment) 2 Major Core Course
Elective General Elective: Recommendation
Recommended: Graphic Design: Storytelling and Production 4 300 + Level Core Course
AD 318B or AD 488 or Branding & Social Media

General Elective if needed (see adviser) 3-4 General Elective

Third Semester 8-12
AD 418 Graphic Design: Interactive Design and User 4 AD Capstone

Experiences
AD 499 Senior Capstone Project 4 AD Capstone
Elective General Elective if needed (see adviser) 0-4 General Elective

Total Credit Hours: | 33-38

e  One additional AD 1009 credit will be used in the Art and Design Core Category due to a transfer deficiency of
GRD 1120 (3 credits)
e  The MTA will be met with this agreement.

Suggested Course Sequence:

First Year

Second Year

First Semester:

AD 270 4 cr.
AD 388 4 cr.

3D Studio Course 4 cr.

Semester Total: 12 cr.

Third Semester:
AD 418 4 cr.
AD 499 4 cr.
General Electives 0-4 (if needed).

Semester Total: 8-12 cr.

Second Semester:
Art History 4 cr.
AD 303 2 cr.

Gen Elective (recommend AD 318B or AD 488) 4 cr.
General Elective (if needed) 3- 4 cr.

Semester Total: 13-14 cr.
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Additional Graduation Requirements:

1. At least 8 credits of the major and 4 credits of the minor must be earned at NMU. A minor is not required
with this major.

2. Atotal of 120 credit hours with a minimum of 30 earned at NMU, and a minimum NMU GPA of 2.0 must
be earned for any degree.

3. Any minimum grade or GPA requirements for the major and/or minor must be met.

4. NMU’s General Education Program and all graduation requirements must be completed by the student,
including the Global Citizenship requirement, Laboratory Science requirement, and Math and English
Competency requirement.

Notes to Students:

1. Complete the articulated program as indicated in this articulation guide. Any course substitutions should
only be made with the guidance of an advisor or counselor to assure that all requirements are met;

2. Students are encouraged to meet with the Art and Design Adviser at NMU early, before completing an
admission application to NMU; and

3. A copy of the articulation agreement should be brought to all advising sessions. Copies of this agreement

are available on the NMU Undergraduate Admissions Website and at the Academic Affairs Office,
NMU.

Based on NMU’s 2025-2026 University Bulletin

For further information regarding the selection and transfer of courses, contact one of NMU’s
Transfer Admissions Counselors, at 1-800-682-9797 or transfer@nmu.edu.
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RENEWAL ARTICULATION AGREEMENT

Between
Oakland Community College
A.A.S. Degree in Graphic Design
And
Northern Michigan University
College of Arts and Sciences
B.S. Degree in Art and Design with an emphasis in Graphic Design

We the representatives of Oakland Community College and Northern Michigan University agree
to the terms of this agreement, which will be for an initial period of three (3) years.

Signatures
Oakland Community College Northern Michigan University
OML? (arbone 2/10/2026 Dr. (s Blswn. 271072026
Cindy Carbone Date Dr. Chris Olsen Date
Dean Communications, Art & Humanities President
Dr. Dale apla 2/10/2026
Dr. Dale Kapla Date

Associate Provost for Academic Affairs

CC: NMU Registrar
NMU Director of Admissions
NMU Transfer Admissions Counselor
NMU Director of Student Success and Wellness
NMU Art and Design Department Head



