Lee; My name is Michelle Lee, and I’m conducting an interview
today with Professor Arnold Aho, in Marquette, Mi. He is a
Professor of Economics at NMU. The date is November 22, 1994.
Professor Aho can you tell us where you were born and what year?

AA: Well, I was born in Gran Marais, Mi. one of the small number
of people I suppose still around, born in Gran Marais back way
back in the middle of the Depression in 1933. Grand Marais was
originally a small logging town lumber town. My grandfather had
arrived there to work on the boats in lumbermills. I was born
there way back in the Depression. It was common for people from
Grand Marais. We starved out fairly early. 1In 1940, we moved to
Trenary so I grew up on a farm near Trenary, and spent most of my
childhood there. I moved about the second grade.

Lee: And your grandfather was from.....7
AA: All my grandparents came from Finland.
Lee: Was that true of most of the people in Trenary?

AA: Well, in both Gran Marais and Trenary there was significant
Finnish population. Probably actually Trenary had a larger
Finnish population, but there were enclaves of Finns in both
areas.

Lee: What kind of school system did you grow up in?

AA: Well, I started in Gran Marais and in fact I was part of the
class of "51" graduated in 51. I started with that class and a
cousin graduated with that class. Her father, my uncle, moved
back to Grand Marais as a member of the coast guard. And she
ended up graduating with the same class I had started with. So
it’s kind of a coincidence that we weren’t there for the middle.
But, one of us for each end of it. But, I moved to Trenary in
1951, and finished up at Trenary High School which presently
doesn’t exist. It was combined with Eden, Rock River Township to
form Superior Central. So now I guess my old school would be at
Superior Central. But, the building I attended is still standing
in Trenary.

Lee: Was there anything that you wanted to add about your Finnish
heritage?

AA: Well, I grew up initially in the depression. My parents
lived with my grandparents on a farm. They were farming together
and I learned to speak Finnish before I learned to speak English,
and in fact I spoke primarily Finnish until we moved to town in
Grand Marais. And then of course playing with the other children
in the area I quickly became English. But my parents actually
always spoke English at home. It was my grandparents. When my
grandparents were on the scene we spoke Finnish. I spoke Finnish
guite well until we moved away from my grandparents. We were in



Grand Marais we moved to Trenary about 1940,
Lee: So you were pretty much bilingual.

AA: Yeah, I was really bilingual then. And I still understand
Finnish fairly well, and speak it a little. But i'm not very
confident anymore.

Lee: after you graduated high school where did you go from there?

AA: Well, I went down to Milwaukee somewhat after graduation and
worked for Allis-Chambers, learned to operate a turn lathe. Then
I started getting letters from the local draft board inquiring
about my condition and whatever. Finally it appeared I was going
to be drafted. So I went home and spent the summer on the farm
helping make hay and playing baseball and similar things. By
fall I hadn’t been drafted do I ended up taking a job in a saw
mill. With one of the fellows on the ball team. Our pitcher
owned a saw mill and another ball player and I went to work for
him and about half way through the winter I received a letter
from the president of the United States, stating that my friends
and neighbors had selected me to join the US Army.

Lee: The Army?

AA: Right, so I was, joined , joined kind of over states it, I
was coherence or drafted. I guess we say.

Lee: How long did you spend with the Army?

AA: I was actually only in 21 months. I got an early out. I was
drafted during the Korean War. And as I completed basic training
the Korean War ended and there was a very large group of very
pleased people in our basic training unit. Very happy about
that. As a result the military began to cut back, I spent 21
months in the service and that was a good career. I got to see a
good part of the country and they treated me pretty well. I fact
I left as a Sergeant so in terms of progress and so on it was
quite good. Having the GI Bill I felt it was best to get out of
the military and go to school. So that’s what I did. That’'s why
I arrived at Northern. Got out of the Army during the winter of
1955. I was in the army from March of ‘53 to January of ’55. So
in the fall of ’55 I started school at Northern, with my GI Bill.

Lee: What were the school conditions like when you were here?

AA: At Northern? Well, when I started it was a pretty small
institution. I think we had 500 and some students. Dr. Tape was
the president, and the football lost every game. It was not a
great year for the football team. But then things began to
change. Veterans began to come in and the student population
increased fairly rapidly. President tape retired and President
Harden came in and he brought in a right-to-try policy, a growth
policy. It was a time when schools around the country were



growing anyway. So we began to grow. I think the next year the
football team didn’t lose a game. I think they might have had
one tie. So it was quite a turn around all the way around. Then
after President Harden arrived-- it might have been a little
later when he arrived-- the institution began to grow.

Lee: What was the name of the institution?

AA: It was Northern Michigan College when I first arrived.
Northern College when I first arrived. Northern Michigan College
of Education. I received a bachelor degree with a major in
sociology and minors in history and economics. I graduated under
two curriculums. The social work curriculum and the education
curriculum. So with that background, I had options as to going
into teaching or social work. I took a number of social work
interviews, tests, and had some offers of jobs, but then I was
offered a job as a teacher in Escanaba. And I grew up in
Trenary. Escanaba was down the line, and it was a town I was
very familiar with and it seemed like a nice place to live. So I
took the Escanaba job, in the Upper Peninsula where I wanted to
stay.

Lee: What was the student life like while you were here?

AA: Well, T was a veteran so I was really older than the average
student. I did actually end up joining a fraternity, but it was
primarily several of us older fellows. We found a very
convenient place to live. We got our room and evening meals and
breakfast there as a part of the deal. So it was good living and
a convenient situation. So really wasn’t a typical fraternity
type. I ended up having to join if I was going to keep living
there. We lived there a year or two before we joined. They said
you’ll either have to join or leave so we ended up joining the
fraternity which is fine.

Lee: Was there a name to that fraternity?

AA: Zata Alma Con Roe I think it’s a Delta Sigs but as I’ve said
I was an older student, not part of that culture.

Lee: 5o you did take the job in Escanaba.

AA: Yes, I taught in Escanaba five years, teaching social
studies, sociology, American history, and finally I got an
economics course put into the curriculum. While I was in
Escanaba, I picked up a masters degree in teaching from Northern.
Summers, evenings and whatever.

Lee: What kinds of things do you like to do? Hobbies?

AA: I grew up on a farm so things out doors. We hunted and we
still hunt at the farm. We were down there Sunday making a drive
when, in fact, we got a buck. I never got it but we got a buck
on the drive. So I always hunted and fished. Through most of my



youth to a pretty old age, I played baseball, hardball and later
on fast pitch softball. I coached little leaguer Babe Ruth
American Legion.

Lee: Did you play football while you were here?

AA: Trenary never had football. It was a really small school.
We were class E at that time, so we didn’t have football. I was
on the basketball team, but I never really learned how to play
basketball until I was 43. After I came to Northern, a group of
us began to work out and we organized a league. So I was active
in organizing a B league for not so skilled players. Then later
on we became an over 29 league. And then I got older so
organized an over 35 league and I got older so we organized an
over 45 league. I'm still playing basketball and having a great
time. I’m one of the few people who is better at 60 than he was
at 18. 5o there was obviously room for improvement. So baseball
and then basketball, baseball was always my sport. But I‘ve
always hunted and fished. We still have a group here who make a
spring canoeing fishing camping expedition either to Canada or
the boundary waters. We go almost every year, sometimes a litter
more than that. Or Isle Royale for a week or so. That’s been a
big thing Bob Meyers of the Math department Dave Kelly from town,
my brother Alvin make a major expedition that’s a big event.

Lee: Do you notice any changes in courses from when you were in
school to how they are now? As far as set up or student teacher
relationships?

AA: The rapid growth was really under the Harden years.
Educational institutions all over were growing and when the baby
boom population began to move to college age, we had tremendous
pressure on institutions so we had terrific growth. But then the
baby boomers passed the college age period, institutions were
shrinking. I think that Dr. Jamrich presided over this period of
change quite well. I think that he protected the institution,
its programs, and so on, And most of us feel that he got us
through in very good shape. I1’ve been a member of the
negotiating committee for the union. I was on the first
negotiating committee when the union was established here. I
suppose that we could touch on that. The McCellan affair was
part of the background for the faculty starting a union. That
certainly was not a major issue that helped to divide the
population a bit, I think. The institution was changing. We
were just a dlfferent institution. By the time we got to the
middle of Jamrich’s tenure, we were greatly changed frum when I
came here as a student. When I started here in 1955 as

student, it was Northern Michigan College of Education. Then
somewhere along the way we dropped "of education." So it was
Northern Michigan College, and eventually we became a university.
Very dramatic changes, in terms of size and structure of the
institution. During the Jamrich years we had some ups and downs,
but as I said, most of us felt animosity toward any of the
leaders that we’ve had. The presidents, I think, they did



different things, accomplished different things. I think that in
the long haul, things worked out guite well.

Lee: Was there anything else you wanted to add?

AA: T suppose I could say something about the union. In fact, I
mentioned Dr. McCellan, he was certainly a factor in the
formation of a union. The McCellan incident was background to
that but the economy was changing. Educational salaries over the
years had lagged behind salaries in some other sectors of the
economy. Faculty members and all kinds of institutions were
asking "What can we do to get our fair slice of the pie? A
bigger slice of the pie?" The public schools in Michigan had
been organized and so its kind of natural that the faculty at
Northern would think of forming a union as a way of trying to
ensure that faculty received their fair share. The formation of
the union, Dr. McCellan, and Dr. Jim Greene of the philosophy
department were major pioneers. Dr. Saari in the history
department was one of the early negotiators. McCellan was the
chief negotiator in our first contract, and I was one of the
members of the team. For some reason he was gone. So Dr. Saari
served and finished up the term as chief negotiator. That first
contract was certainly crucial in establishing the parameters
under which we’ve operated ever since. We’ve negotiated I don’t
know how many contracts since. We’ve had a umber of negotiating
teams with Jim Greene and Neil Carlson and others as chief
negotiator. throughout the years the process has become
moderated of institutionalized. People understand their roles.

I think from the faculty stand point collective bargaining has
been very successful. I'm not sure how it changed the institution
because as we went to a university we had a faculty senate.
Probably the union has ensured certain kinds or rights that might
not have been so secure had we not had the union. And certainly
in terms of compensation I think it’s been a factor. Seeing the
level of compensation in faculty in growing and incomes were
growing. some of that would have occurred anyway, alternatives
being fully considered. So he was meeting with some of the
neighbors of the community and the administration felt that he
was being loyal to the administration. I’m not sure how it
exactly started, but in effect he was terminated. But
terminating a faculty member in a university is typically a
fairly long drawn out process. The process was started,
president Harden left, president Johnson came in as an intern
president and was stuck with the issue. suddenly he’s brought
into it, he’s not really part of it but has to deal with it. It
became a major event. The argument from one side was that
McClellan was being deprived his civil rights and freedom of
speech to meet with people, talk and so on. this is a basic
American right as well as a right that university people would
identify with. The freedom of speech and thought and so on, what
else is a university but an institution that lives on that
activity and is devoted to that kind of activity? so this
tremendous conflict developed segments of the university faculty
and the administration there were faculty members on both sides



