Interview with Don Bottum, Frankenmuth Michigan, August 2, 1994

RMM: Ok, we will start the interview Mr. Bottum, can I call you
Don?

DB: Oh sure.

RMM: is that all right? 0k, I would like to start by asking an
important question, what is the date of your birth?

PB: January 9, 1896.
RMM: so your a little older than Northern Michigan University?
DB: yeah

RMM: could you tell us a little about what your background,
where you grew up, and your schooling and so on? and then we will
get on to how you got to Northern.

DB: well I was born on a farm about 25 miles north of Lansing I
grew up there. Went to country school I went to
school nine years. And it must shocked ones that said "Oh you
flunked a year." No I didn’t flunk a year. I took the ninth
grade in a country school, and they gave me credit for it when I
went to town school. And I graduated from the high school in
1913, at St. John’s. And I could of thought I’d like to go to
college, maybe, but that wasn’t the rule in those days. A farm
kid was to be a farmer, and that was understood. And my folks
thought that too, my mother especially thought that I shouldn’t
go to college. So I stayed home on the farm for a year and I
worked. 1In the spring of 1914. I told my dad not to count on me
in the fall. I was going to go to school. And that’s when I
started. 1In September the 28th 1914, my dad took me to town with
a horse and Buggy, there were some cars but not very many. And
he took me to town, and I took the Grand Trunk Train to Owaso and
I changed to TNA, Toledo and Ann Arbor. And that took me to
Mount Pleasant. I got there at about 2:00 in the afternoon, and
at first I just nicely got off the train when a young fellow
stepped up to me and he said "Are you going to college?" "Well, ™
I said, "I hope so but I’m not sure, not yet." "Well"™ he said,
"I’m down here to get students and if I can get enough to form a
boarding club I‘11 get my board as a board club.®™ He had been
there a year already so of course he knew all of the ropes. So I
told him "well, I’d like to get a room house first." "Well," he
said "I can take you to the roading house get you a room at about
a half a block from where I want you to eat." So we walked up to
a 105 East Arch Street in Mt. Pleasant; we got a room, it cost me
a dollar a week. It had a cot in it for a bed, it had some hooks
under a shelf, to hang my clothes up and it had a two drawer

for my clothes that I had, if I had any extras.
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That was about 3:00 in the afternoon. And we got to this rooming
house a dollar a week. And we went over to the boarding house
where this boy hoped to start and I got my board set for $2.75 a
week. That covered 20 regular meals, and a paper sack for Sunday
night. Then I went over to the college and got my first little
shock. I saw this whole line of people. So I got in line too
and when I got to Mr. Brooks, he says, "where are your cards?
Where are your cards?" "Well I came to get permission to enroll
as the catalog says." "Where does it say that?" So I said
fortunately I had my finger in place where it said get permission
from the chairmen of your commission before you enroll. He was a
little easier on me then. He said that’s alright, so I spent my
first hour in the line and got now where. 5o I started over
again. But he was a fine fellow. He was a little short but he
was probably one of the best teachers I ever had, K.P. Brooks,
Kennel P Brooks. So I paid the tuition and fees, $7.50. And
that was it, So that was a little different from now days.
College was based on three 12 week terms and the six weeks summer
school. The highest classification of that time was the two year
life certificate course. And that’s what I enrolled in. And my
total expenses for that first 12 weeks was $70.00. It seemed
that my money was going to fast. So I was staying in rooming
houses with about a dozen other fellows and about six rate I was

Saturday morning to work. And Mt. Pleasant has a lot of
orchards and we used to go out and pick apples. Five
cents a bushel. For a while we’d walk out in the bloody orchard,
five cents a bushel. the best, this work I did in a short time
we walked four miles out there we had to quit at noon because you
couldn’t pack apples when it rains. I had picked my 27 bushels
at five cents that $1.35. I had all my room for a week. But at
the end of the term, our first term there was a dozen, I really
don’t remember, whether it was 16 or 12 poor guys, financially,
that we found a lady, Mrs. (?Welcome?) who's husbhand had died she
had a youngster about ten to twelve years old maybe, and she
agreed to take us in . And one of our boys, Ford Nixon,
became the stuart he did the ordering and once it got to the
house we did the waiting tables, dishwashing, and that sort of
thing. The way we got through $2.43 a week for board. So that
wasn’t too bad. A dollar for my room 2.43 for my board. And we
used to two faculty member dinner, Sunday dinner, to make a
little extra show. And that’s the way we started. My term cost
me 5$70.00.

My father was a farmer all of his life, a good farmer. But
people were good people, but life was different and you weren’t
expected to go to college. 1In fact, my older brother, nearly
four years older, was one of the first boys of my relatives to go
to high school. And I was the second one. To go to high school,
we lived seven miles and a guarter out of town and the first year
when I went to town school, he and I drove a horse and buggy to
school every morning this seven miles and a quarter without our

and walked a quarter mile to get to school by 8:15.
And that wasn’t but we didn’t know any different. So we went



anyway. And after, my older brother was a senior, when I was a
sophomore so he graduated at the end of the first year and after
that I stayed, all the time when I was there, I stayed with
Mothers aunt, and my dad gave her $2.50 a week. I walked down
Monday mornings and walked home Friday afternoons after school,
but that was the way it went. There were lot’s of (couples??),
there were a lot of us at this same horse barn we put up our
horse’s. There were probably a dozen or fifteen boys who were
doing the same thing, that’s the way you got to school.

RMM: How did you get to Northern? How did you get the job at
Northern?

DB: Well, After I got my two years in at Central got my
certificate and went to Lake City as principal of the high school
in the fall of nineteen hundred and sixteen (1916). That you
wouldn’t be able to do these days but that was the way it went.
The second year I became the superintendent at Lake City, a
little school over near Cadillac. At the end of the second year 1
got out of college "Uncle Sam"™ thought I was good solider
material so I became a machine gunner of the 338th Machine
Gunners Company B. When I was teaching school I thought I was
helping kids some. When I got in the army the machine gunners was
one of the most efficient outfits for killing people, but that
was the way it was then. At Lake City the second year I was
superintendent John Munson was in the State Department and the
school was operating in what they call them then. They were
(County Normals??)to supply the teachers of rural schools. The
(County Normal??) operated in there were sixty-four counties I
think, that they operated , (county normals??). Our Lake City
school did that and John Munson had become the-- was in the State
Department and it was his responsibility to count the county
normal’s. Well in 1923 on the 4th of July, John Munson became
the president of the Northern County Normals. In the army I got a
letter from the school board asking me if I expected to be
discharged in time and if so would I like to come back to my job.
Well that was a great thing, you couldn’t talk to the boys back
then at that time in the spring of 1919 the armistice was signed.
Talk with them about them you think in five minutes they are
already asking what are you going to do when you get out? Well I
had my job, that was really something! So when I got home I went
up to see him and we went back for two years to teach there; my
wife. Then we both went to college to Central to get our degrees.
That would be in 1921 and 23. After they, we didn’t look very
much for a job, because we were in graduate school and we thought
if we didn‘t get a pretty good job, we wouldn’t take one. Go
back in the fall 23, to finish a masters. And we went up to her
home which is in Vulcan, and Iron Mining town, up East of Iron
Mountain we had been there for about a week or two, we were going
to stay there and then we were going to my home back to Ann
Arbor. We’d been there about a week or so John Munson who had
become the President, July 1, called me up on the phone and



offered me a job, and that’s how I got my job. I stayed there
for 36 years.

RMM: Could you comment on the different Presidents and kind of
sum up what you observed of them and their personalities?

DB: Well I don’t know. That’s a touchy problem with me. John
Munson was a stick of a worker and he, things had changed when
President Kay was there he was a fine English gentlemen. He came
back for summer schools and the winter term for 7 years after I
got up there. He was the English product and then he went to the
University of Michigan and I’m not sure whether it was Cadillac
he was super-intendent in I think it was Cadillac when they hired
him as President to succeed Mr. Waldo who was the first President
up there. And Mr. Waldo was a very fellow, nice
looking chap, he graduated from Albion College and he came up
there in the summer of 1899. That was the fall of 1919 we were
in married in August 14, and we went there to teach in the city,
oh, now I guess I'm back, after we visited my in vulcan, we went
back toc my home, but we didn’t go to Ann Arbor. I didn’t go to
Ann Arbor till 1923 and Mr. munson was the President
at Northern at that time. Mr. Waldo came up there and he covered
the Peninsula the first classes were held in the city hall in
Marquette. And there were thirty some students the first fall.
1 went there after 23 the Pierce building was under construction.
But the rest of the buildings, the Peter White Science hall, the
LongYear building, and what they called the administration
building, later became known as Kay hall was all there was. The
Pierce building had been sited, the frame work was up but they
were not doing anything. They had used up all of the money. The
was for one hundred and twenty five thousand dollars, and
they used it up and it just sat there for, they worked on the
I admit only every two Years, they had to wait for the
to give them a little more money. And they did that
and we moved, the training school started in the attic of
LongYear hall, and I do mean the attic, it was on the third
floor. There were three rooms up there, under the eves every
room had some of the eves in it and we moved into the Pierce
building between the winter term and the spring term of 1925.
There is no building left there. They tore Pierce down and
Longyear and the administration building. That was a unique
building, in a sense. It was built from the outside of the
administration building was covered with sandstone, dated
sandstone it was guarted out in South Marquette. When I first
went there were about a dozen on the faculty. And Mr. Waldo was
there for five years of it and then he went to Kalamazoo to start
Western Michigan College. His wife, his second wife was a Vulecan
girl, and my first wife was a Vulcan girl, so that’s how I came
to know Mr. Waldo. And he used to come up, after he went to
Kalalmazoo, he often came, he and his wife would come up to
Vulcan in the summer. My wife and I would go up to her place in
the summer that’s how I met Mr. Waldo. And he had one son and he
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was in Ann Arbor when I was there so I got to know him. But the
second Mrs. Waldo was a very stylish lady and she was a student
at Northern for a year or two then when the first Mrs. Waldo died
and he went down to Kalamazoo shortly after he got to Kalamazoo,
she went to Kalamazoo too. So that’s why they met.

RMM: What was her name? What were his two wives names, the
first wife and the second wife?

DB: I just can’t tell you. I can tell you

RMM: O.K. it’s in there, we can check it. So you met President
Waldo during the summer time. Could you comment on his

personality?

DB: Well he a was very sharp, dignified individual. He was
about six feet tall, not heavy, but not as heavy as his. He was
a graduate of Albion College academically.

RMM: O.k. then how about, what do you remember of President Kay?

DB: he was a really nice fellow, educated in England too, but he
came over here on his Masters degree at the University of
Michigan.

RMM: now did he speak with an english accent?

DB: a little bit, not much, but he was a very man,
and that was four or five years that Waldo was there then
followed by Mr. Kay and he was a gentlemen on the very mild
mannered, and I think the fact that he kind of took advantage of
him. Things got a little bit on the slack side so they used to
have, classes used to have days off during the week, you didn’t
teach every day, and so some of them would save up there off
days, they would teach their off days, then take a week off for
deer hunting. That was one of those tricks of the trade, they
didn’t do that with John Munston. When Munston came things
changed and.

RMM: did, when you where hired, did Munston have you sign a
contract?

DB: never had to sign a contract in the 36 years I was over
there, never had a contract.

RMM: what did Munston say about, did you ask him if you had to
sign a contract?

DB: No, I didn’t ask him too many things, I listened to what he
said pretty well. I was hired over the phone, no conversation
except this telephone call, but he had known me pretty well
because he used to come see the county normal when I was there.



And when I went back to Central to get my degree, he was
superintendent of training school, so I was a little apprehensive
because I had made a mistake, I got my degree in December 1922
and a few days before that he called me in to as we go to
Zelland, a town a couple thousand over by Muskegon, he wanted to
hire me out there, but I had already made up my mind then that
the second semester I would go to Ann Arbor and well I was going
to Chicago but I changed my mind and went to Ann Arbor and then
when we went to, I thought I had disappointed him, and then he
called, he knew me well enough so he offered me a job. And I got
2300 dollars too. I got $1900 my last year as superintendent, I
got $675 my first year as principal of the Lake City High School,
675 dollars. Now they are hollering I think last year the
average college teacher in the United States got some where in
the middle thirties thousand dollars, and they are hollering
about, I got 675 dollars for the bloody year, but it was a great
life, T am telling you, I don’t know how much this, this is a lot
of personal stuff. The 675, when I was a superintendant that
first year, Mr. Wells he wanted to see and he a place picked out
for me, gee it turned out to be one of the best places I could
ever live. My board and room must be about $17.50 and my
landladies sister came over every Monday morning, and took my
suitcase with laundry I had done and done it for
25 cents a week, so that would make a dollar a month, so for
$18.50 a month I had my board/room and laundry, that was
something.

RMM: what a minute this is over.

side B
RMM: o.k. you can continue

DB: the first year, my first year as superintendent after the
war, 1 went down to the post office, oh they had what we called

lots a potatoes along Lake City, and they called
off school for a week to tell the kids , high
school kids could do alot of work, and I went down to the post
office you know mail, Arvold Dennis stopped me and he said "what
are you doing this week"™ and I said "well nothing™, that wasn’t
very sharp. Well he said "I will pick you up tomorrow morning at
7 o’clock and we will go out to those potato fields™, I had
already stuck my neck out so I said ok. The next morning he
picked me up at 7 o’clock and we went out to the farm, I got my
pitchfork, and except for about 30 minutes at noon when we got
off for lunch, I was digging potatoes till 6 o’clock that night.
Let me tell you I was pretty sore. We had about 6 weeks of
school left to get all soften up. I got four dollars for that
days work and but it was a good town for me to start in.

RMM: now let’s see, what I would like to do is ask you a



question here, one particular question, what do you remember
about a thing called the "Heart of Northern"?

DB: Yes that is where the pines were out there, I wasn’t there
when that was started, but it primarily used for
physical education program in the spring of the year. Gladyse
Grey was the phyed. teacher and she used to have this program
show up on the heart. It was discontinued before I left, but I
think the heart didn’t last after the drive that went around it,
but I just don’t remember what happened with it.

RMM: you think when they took the driveway out the heart went
out?

DB: I think so, but I can’t remember for sure, but it had no
significance except for this physical ed. program in the spring.
Maybe it had earlier before I was there, but not while I was
there.

RMM: ok , do you, did you work with Ethyl Carey?

DB: Yes, very much so. I was answering your gquestion how come

gets there with a man like John Munston, well she was there,
as a girl she was in high school in Harbor Springs and John
Munston was her superintendent and that is how she got to
Northern. They were not exactly the sanme temperaments, but Ethyl
Carey was not a very attractive girl and so did John thought so
too. But she had a bad automobile accident, and broke her jaw
and all, and she wasn’‘t the same pretty girl but that is how she
came to know John Munston, she was in Harbor Spring High School
when he was superintent there.

RMM: she was teaching in the high school there?
DB: NO, she was going there, high school student.

RMM: Oh, I see. So is there some romantic interest between
Munston and her?

DB; Well there is quite a little romantic interest after they
both got up there to Marquette, but nothing ever came of it.
John Munston didn‘t have any romantic interest, it was proven.
when he was, before he went to, no after
he gone to Marquette. He became interested in a lady from
Chicago, an impressional singer, and they had a dinner for him as
a part of a program for getting ready for his wedding. But John
Munston never got married, he never got caught.

RMM: So he had a lot of romantic interest, but never anything
permanent?

DB: But it didn’t pan out. Mr. Lee was superintendent of the



training school, and he brought in a teacher Selma

from Iowa or Nebraska, somewhere out in the Mid-west and after
Mrs. Lee, the first Mrs. Lee died, John Munston and Mr. Lee and
Ethyl Carey and Selma were often a four-some.
Mr. Lee married Selma but John Munston didn’t marry.

RMM: now was Ethyl Carey was she hired to bring about the kind
of change, to tighten things up among the students, just like
Munston came to tighten up the faculty. Was Ethyl Carey brought
in to kind of tighten things up?

DB: yup, she kindof instituted a more effective social program,
she sometimes, it was a little difficult. Christmas for
instance, before we called for the vacation, she would supervise
a decorating a building and making it look nice. And sometimes
some of the boys got a little on the foolish side. But the
students to some extent were not the kinds of students you see
these days, they were mostly farm kids and wood love boys and
Ethyl Carey was more of a social elite lady, things had to be
just pretty much so. But she was a nice person.

RMM: What were some of the rules and regulations that she
operated around?

DB: Well, they had for the girls in the rooming
houses, because there were no dormitories. She had regulations
to what they could do or what they couldn’t do, and, but the
things that kindof the students a little bit was that
they weren’t used to that sort of thing. It wasn’t true under
Mr. Kind and it took a little while for them to get accustom to
that. At that time too, after I got there alcohol was a problem
on campus for a bit and there were sororities and fratermities.
They didn’t well the fraternities finally got a house on college
avenue just a block from the hospital known as the Tri Mu house
and the Theta’s had one on the east Arch, old and beautiful home.
There were some wealthy people in there.

RMM: the Coffman‘s house?

DB: NO, they took down the pieces.

RMM: oh the Longyear’s.

DB: yes, they took it down and moved it from New York. That was
a beautiful place, and the Theta house there they didn’t take any

membership so that didn’t help too much, because the
students still had to have the rooming houses, boarding houses.

RMM: Do you remember some of the specific rules that governed
the students? You know they talked about you couldn‘t smoke on
campus and Ethyl Carey didn’t want the girls to wear red.
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DB: Oh that’s right, that was one of the things she didn’t like,
the lights at Christmas were in red.

RMM: so anything in red she didn't like?
DB: she didn’t like, well <

RMM: now did she have the owner’s of the boarding houses enforce
the 10 o’clock

DB: Oh yes, she told them what to do.

RMM: now did the, do you remember some of the other faculty
members, Grace Spaulding?

DB: Grace Spaulding, very well, a very fine lady of first class.
Yeah Grace Spaulding and Ethyl Carey lived together quite a few
years the later part of the , but Grace Spaulding had a camp out
in middle island point, she was an excellent, good teacher,
hard.

RMM: and do you remember Lou Allen Chase?

DB: Oh yes, Oh yes, I’11 tell you one thing about Mr. Chase,
when we lived, the first two years after I got to Marquette we
lived in the attic, the third story of a house that no longer
stands. The Methodis Parking Lot cooked that house,and

opened up a street and you could go to the
church parking lot there and Chase lived on East Hewitt street
after we lived in this attic house, then we moved to 131 West
Prospect street we lived there 3 years, then we built a house,
had a house built for us at 605 West College Avenue. And the
Chase’s had built a house on the very next street back of us so
Mr. Chase, so I had a garden between our house and Chase’s house
and Mr. Chase used to say I keep track of you, and he could see
hardly anything. But he was a musician, he was a pianist as well
as a history man. He was a very sort of fellow.
Mrs. Chase drove the car for them, Mr. Chase was a good teacher
but he had his difficulties because he was blind. And the darn
students sometime, he asked one pair of , he asked a
question and if the one he asked didn’t know maybe the other
fellow knew and they would answer it, and Mr. Chase wouldn’t know
the difference. But he was chairman of the course
program, Mr. Chase and the first winter term T was there, Mr.
Chase wasn’t too well so he took the winter term off and I
inherited the course chairmanship. That didn’t
mean anything because the schedule, what I had to do was to make
sure the piano was tuned and make sure that someone met the
artist that was coming and see that the place was ready and that
sort of thing, but I didn’t with that. He was
born, Mr. Chase was born in Elsey, Michigan, that’s a small town
mostly North of Lansing about maybe 30 miles from Lansing and he
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was a music teacher, he went around the country to give piano
lessons to kids. He was a pretty sharp fellow.

RMM: What did the students think of him?

DB: They thought he was kindof tough. And he was on
reading. The interesting thing is being blind you wouldn’t
expect him too much, but he had student readers, he had readers
quit some days, some hours almost everyday, that’s how he kept up
reading. He came down there from Houghton, he taught in Houghton
High School and he came down from Houghton and Mr. Wilinkon was
principal of Houghton High School, he came down to be the first
principal at the training school.

RMM: Did this fellow Wilinkin bring Chase or did Chase come on
his own?

DB: no they were individuals, and the Lansing
after come time, after he retired, and he died in Lansing and
Mrs. Chase did too. He went to Lansing Central High School as a
boy .

RMM: OK were there, who was the president then, did Pierc follow
Munston?

DB: That’s right, Mr. Pierce.
RMM: and what was he as president? What was he like?

DB: well he was a kindly gentlemen, in contrast to Mr. Munston,
Mr. Munston was kindof harsh sometimes, but Mr. Pierce is a very
kindly gentlemen. I had him as my Calculus teacher at Central
when I went back for my degree and he was a very popular public
speaker, he was often used as a public speaker. And in the
spring term when they had an awful lot of commencement and that
sort of thing and my last spring term there, I had the choice of
teaching a class or grading papers. Well to teach a class meant
I had to be right on the ball everytime. So I choose to take, I
gave up $30 to grade paper instead of teaching class. And he
would sometimes give the tests before he left to go somewhere, so
sometimes he would give me the tests and I would give the tests
and grade the papers. So I got $10 a week for grading papers, so
I got $120. My wife was smarter she taught for ,
was a woman lady teacher in History and she taught a class for
Amy we had more money at the end of that term than
"Hi Bob"

RMM: So you knew Pierce before he came here?

DB: T knew him very well, he was Mount Pleasant, head of the
Math Department for quite some time and he had a kindof
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interesting hobbies he used to get a old houses and fixing it up
and selling it, he made quite a bit of money. Then he ran for
public office, public instruction, no I guess not I guess T am
off my =

RMM: And then the Pierce was followed by Tate?

DB: Yup, Dr. Tate, he came from , he was a
superintendent of the training school there, they built a new
training school his last year there and he came to Northern then
after Mr. Pierce died, they got him, it was not long after he
came that they started Lee and Carey Halls.

RMM: and what kind of a personality did Tate have?

DB: Well he was a very modest sort of a fellow, he was no

but he , T was a sort of a jack of all traits, the master
of none. Dr. Tate sort of kept eyes on that seems Mr. Lee
died in December, I was principal of training school at that
time, Mr. Lee died in December then I took over many of details
that Mr. Lee had. And um

RMM: Now what was your job like, you were then Dean of Men?

DB: Well you had social program, I was chairman of a social
committee, and I had one nasty job that was chairman of the
education committee, you would think that all of them would be
that but, at the end of the term I was chairman of the committee
that checked all the grades of students whose graded honor points
was less than one. If they didn’t have a one graduate point then
we put them on probation, sometimes gave them a term or two off,
but that was a job I had. I was chairman of the
health committee, we had 2 doctors, one doctor was to the girls
and one was to the men and I had I was on the athletic committee
for about 25 years.

RMM: Now did you have with your participation with athletics did
you have some kind of a baseball bat that you used or had or
something?

DB: no, well I had a bat when I was at Central but gee I don’t
know what became of it but I used it for baseball. Mr. Lee -

;» he made a special kind of paddle, you take
two flat boards about 30 inches long and you fasten them together
at one end with another piece then these extensive ends here
about two inches or so, if you spancked the kids with it the
boards would clap, really had one of those
in his office, but I never had.

RMM: did he use it on the students?

DB: it was mostly for the little kids
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RMM: oh the training school

DB: yeah the training, yeah it’s terrible it hurt
them but that was what he was doing.

EMM: Now was the Dean of Men and the Dean of Women were they all
in charge of the kids in the training school?

DB: No, he was in charge of the training school, but Mr.
had nothing to do with the training school.

RMM: as principal, Lee is the principal of training school is in
charge of the

DB: he was the superintendant, they called me the principal, I
made the schedules for the upper six grades, and that was my
responsibility for 17 years I guess. Mrs. Carey didn’t have any
relationship with the training school, just Mr. Lee. Mr. Lee was
Iowa, to be superintendant of the training
school. And he also had the placement work, T told you was a jack
of all traits and master of , the first year I
went there I was a great teacher, I was a great teacher for
twelve weeks. In the winter term, Mr. Chase wasn’t well so he
went to Florida and I became the chairmen of the
Course Committee. And in the winter term, I taught two college
chemistry classes. In the spring, I went back to school
full time in the middle of the spring term, the first year I
became the principle for the fall. Mr. Willington was the
principle when I first went there, a chap. The third year I was
there Mr. Lee went to Columbia University to finish his masters
degree, and I took care of the training school. I had the whole
bloody thing and I taught two classes. That was a stinker. When
they opened the dormitory, late in kary hall I was teaching part
time and Mr. Lee came in one day and he said, "how would like to
run the dormitory?"™ I knew nothing much about dormitories but T
said "well O.K. I’11 be the," so I was the goat. I was in
charge of the darn thing for all the first year T was alone with
one little girl in the office. I shoveled the bloody walks, in
the winter time, but that was a year of it.

RMM: Then what did they do, did they get a full-time staff?

DB: No, came the spring I had decided, that I wouldn’t be doing
that anymore. Because I used to go over there at 7:00 in the
morning to be sure that breakfast was ready and that sort of
thing, and then I’d come home at 10:00 at night. Many times my
wife would come over to eat with me at night. That was a heck of
a job. So I was going to go, I had an offer, I was going to go
to Negaunnee, a superintendant for $180 more than I was getting
at Northern. But I didn’t want to go; we had a home in
Marquette. But when Dr heard that he came in to see
me so I became the manager of the dormitory.
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DB: It was his greatest delight was to take a stranger through the
dormitory when it was under construction and after words. And when
I was working on the dormitory he came over and he
tried to pick up go with this fellow through the dormitory I just
couldn’t do that. 1 was busy, but we started operating, we moved
him in the dorm wasn’t finished there were some beds in storage on
campus, but they weren’t ready, really but you had to have them in
there to get money you had to put them in there. So we put them in
the dormitory. Sand walk from the dormitory to the main
administration building and pretty soon there was sand all through
the dormitory.

RMM: Now that was what year, were you the head of the dormitory?
DB: I just can’t seem to

RMM: was it 48, 497

DB: No sir I just can’t come up with that.

RMM: Were there any special rules that the students had to follow
in the dormitory?

DB: Oh yes, at night 10:00 was closing time and in construction of
the building, the dormitory there was a small meeting room, it’s
probably still down there, there was a fireplace in it, it was sort
of planned to make it a social room for but it was
in the basement, though Dr. Jake would slay you if you called it a
basement, he would say it‘s a ground floor. But the windows were
about half windows and then the floor down here. And he said

that’s just to bad - And I’11 never forget the old
carpenter/supervisor, he said "well if they are going to get out,
they will get ocut." anyway, he said " this half window

they won't break their legs or arms." that didn’t sound very well.

RMM: The other president you worked under was President Harden,
Edgar Harden.

DBE: Yea well Augin Johnson, was the acting President

President for one year, and then Dr, Harden and then John Jamrich.
But I didn’t work under, I was three years under Dr. Harden.

RMM: And how did Harden compare to the other Presidents?

DB: He was a better politician. I think probably the best
politician. He built more buildings and structured the buildings
much better than done with Dr. Harden.

RMM: Now how did you feel about having a building named after you?

DB: Well it’s kind of a, I didn’t get too much out of it.



RMM: Did they tell you before hand or was it a surprise?

DB: It was some what of a surprise, I had retired and we’d been
out in Arizona, and we had got home. We’d been home about 15
minutes when the phone rang. It was Dr. calling to
tell me they were going to name the building after me. Well it was
built in three sections the first one and then the second one and
then the third one and so the finishing job. But It was, Oh I
appreciated it. The total cost of the three parts was four and a
half million and I noticed that the renovation was about five and
a half million so the darn renovation was more than the original
building. Losoluski and another fellow, the two of them came about
the same time the other boy went up to Alama, I can’t think of his
name. but Losoluski still is the man who runs the work center.

RMM: Now he’s the director of the University Center.

DB: Yes, and when they came they got me to come and talk to them
about the history of the center here. Well that’s a

RMM: Now were you involved in any of the planning of that
building.

PB: No.
RMM: Was that built after you were gone?

DB: No, I was there when, Let’s see, the last I was there was
1960, and they had finished what they though was finished. Let’s
see I retired in 59, we went to Arizona in the winter T think it
was in the, I‘m a little confused in that.

RMM: Could you comment on the athletic program, the sports program
that you saw while you were there.

DB: Well, mainly we played football, basketball, and track, a
little bit, But wouldn’t do it, wouldn’t have
baseball, came from and weekend can
coach and physical education man. We were going to have baseball.
John Munson liked baseball. S0 we were going to have a baseball
team. And that’s when they didn’t know the Upper Peninsula
winters. They bought 18 new suits, made out a nice schedule played
two games. That was all. But football they were playing football,
played that a few years that’s in that booklet T had. My back

of the schedule. Track used to have two or three meets a
year. My first duty was at the gate for a football game before I
went to work on Monday. They had the football camp two weeks
before school, and played their first game the Saturday before, and
registered on Monday. And I was at the game. And for 25 years I
was on the athletic committee. And I always had a job for the
game. Some times I was the score keeper, some times I was the time
keeper. In the winter time I always had to score the basketball
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games. And I was the head score keeper at the once in
the spring. But the track was not very successful, it was too
cold, and the weather was not very good. But we used to have a
track meet with Michigan Tech. And some of the boys, once in a
while the boys would go down state for some indoor track but not
very much. They had, when I first went there Hedgecock was the
coach, and Gladice Gray was the physical head of the girls physical
ed. And that was it. We didn’t have any extra coaches. Gladice
Gray.

RMM: Now was she the woman that put on the

DB: yes, she put on the shows, they used to have physical ed
demonstrations every year, the physical ed department put on a
pretty good show. Hedge was there for a long, long time. And he’s
kind of a character.

RMM: In what way was he a character?

DB: Well he once of a character, playing football, he

was often demonstrating. And this one time he was against Collins,

showing this boy what to do, he was going to show him how to do it.
Collins was to much for him in the line. And he was kind of

At basketball games I tell every once and a while. He

would pace up and down in front of the scoring table. And I’d say,

"Hedge, go sit down, I can’t see the game." Yeah, he was guite a

. he wasn’t a mean person he was just gets boys

many of them you got because you could get

a job, Hedgecock worked at that pretty hard, and he built his

house, had a house built on the west side of town about a couple

miles out maybe.

RMM: Do you have some comment about your general view of Northern
and your contribution to Northern.

DB: ©oh, I don’t know what I really contributed, I did whatever I
was asked to do. Sometimes I think I did it poorly and sometimes
I think I did it alright. I was, I did have one important
function, Mr. McClinock, head of industrial arts department was
also the chairman of the recruiting committee and when we had this
choice of teachers in rural schools, that sort of thing, we had the
county » in the depression the years were too expensive
for kids to go to a town, even Marguette. So we had what we
called, what were they called, anyways if there was a qualified
teacher say in Escanaba, the college would hire her and she would
teach a class beginning history and the kid could live home. They
had them in Escanaba, Menominee, Iron Mountain, Iron Wood, Iron
River, Crystal Falls, Houghton, they ran a college for a year, the
elementary courses and at first when we had this Mr. Mac. used to
go to talk to them about coming to college on campus the second
year. Aand then they get the idea of taking somecne along, the high
school senior class about coming to , wWwell that took
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, my first duty on that was Crystal Falls. While he
talked to the Freshmen College group I talked to the Seniors. So
he used to take me a good deal, killed two birds with one stone.
Then when Mac retired I got the job and after the war our
enrollment went to nothing almost, 179 students, 10 were boys and
169 were girls and Dr. came in this one morning very
distressed. It was a bad enrollment, very bad, and so he suggested
taking me off from teaching, I was teaching part time. Take off my
teaching and go out and for students. Well,
I had been doing it out in Copper County, so I did I took the rest,
I did the best I could. One year I went to 52 high schools to talk
to students and that sort of thing and that first year when he took
me off the academic board we had a 161 students the first semester
and we had 162 the second semester. So I really did the job. But
it wasn’t quite that bad, our normal functioning the second
semester was always 5 to 10% down because in those days there
weren’t no money, they weren’t interested in college, they would
try a semester and quit. Even getting one was a filler in my gap.
Then the president used to send me around, I remember the very
first fall I got there in Marquette, he sent me down to Traverse
City, we used to have what we called Teachers Readings, Conventions
up or while the State was divided into
7 districts and the MEA was represented at each of these seven
districts and he sent me down to Traverse City to get a

of a Northern Graduate Teaching sort of down that way. So
out of that I got going around a lot and then there wWere
commencements in the spring. I knew a lot of the students and the
students knew me and so I would give maybe anywhere between 5 or 6
or 7 commencement addresses a year in the upper peninsula or
Wisconsin, furthest I ever went was I came down state to I can’t
remember the name but I had to leave in the afternoon to get there,
but I did a lot of those tricks. There were public speaking
contests in the Upper Peninsula high schools and some of the high
school teachers got together and went to Mr. Munston to see if they
couldn’t get someone to be the manager for the Upper Peninsula
debate team, well I always seemed to think Mr. Munston had a
in other words you gave him an extra job he
would and then I would get the job.
So I became a promoter for in the Upper
Peninsula. Then was an English teacher and
Forrest Roberts was a speech teacher and in the spring I would
promote a tournament for Upper Peninsula champion and sometimes
Meyland would settle it and sometimes Roberts would settle it and
sometimes I would settle it depended if you were
one of the two then your alright. But I did alot of those odd
jobs. When it came to managing the student housing after the war
and we had our barracks out there, I was the one who ran the darn
thing. I had students who could work it but I had to keep track of
iti

RMM: Now were those up before the dorms were built.
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DB: Yeah, now the center, where the barracks were before, the
barracks where out where out near that location just east of town

EMM: Harvey

DB: Harvey, the barracks were out right along the river, I don’t
know how they look now but they were a miscellaneous assortment of
colors out there, but.

RMM: were there any interesting stories connected to life in the
barracks.

DB: well, yes. One boy from Eaton Rapids, he was the oddest duck
I ever knew. I went out to the barracks one day and more parts of
an automobile occupied his thing, . He had a motorcycle,
he had an automobile, he had a boat. You could never tell what he
was going to do, and I ran the dormitory and I ran the
service and he would go out, go in the girl’s dorm for dinner.
He wouldn’t eat there but he would go in
advertise or something. I finally had to tell him not to go into
the dormitory anymore, . And one time had called
me, they had picked him up on the way either coming or going to the
in the winter, cold. And he had a little girl in the
dorm that he thought a lot of and I don’t think she thought to much
of him but she didn’t know how to get rid of him. He was a
- And he got two other ; the Morris brothers
were both handicapped and he was a good promoter but I didn’t like
what he promoted, that was a problem.

RMM: What did he have all sorts of activities that he was trying
to sell things to the students?

DB: Yeah, he peddled things, Yeah.

RMM: are there any other stories that you want to recall about
your life and the students at Northern.

DB: I don’'t seem to think of, my head doesn’t seem to work to
well. Usually I tell foolish stories, this isn’t anything that you
will be interested in but

RMM: Oh, is this your scrap book?

DB: it’s a scrap book yeah.

RMM: so you have a son?

DB: yes I have, he is retired

RMM: did you ever have a scrap book from Harry Lee, did you ever
own a scrap book from Harry Lee?



DB: No

RMM: somebody said that Don Bottum had a scrap book from Harry Lee
or something

DB: ©No, I don’t think that Harry ever had one, he and I went to
Neganuee for some meeting. What is that first page,

RMM: Oh this one, letter from James Appleberry

DB: he was in the too, Mr. Lee and I went
to Neganuee and we got out of the car and habitually he was up and
going, we walked just a little ways and he said woops I got

, he leaned up against a tree for a little while. That
was in the fall, it was Christmas, the last week of the term,
before vacation, I went home, I was just going in the door and the
phone was ringing and I went to answer the phone and Mrs. Densmore
said will you come back right away something happened to Mr. Lee.
And T went back, I only lived two blocks from the college, and I
went back and she said he is in there and he is dead. He was
holding her coat and to the flocor and he’s dead.
And he had already to make an appointment to go to
during the Christmas vacation, it comes just that quick.

RMM: Sc did he have heart trouble?

DB: Yeah.

RMM: 5o you were the first Dean of Students there at Northern.
DB: Yeah.

RMM: This must be the scrap book they were referring to I guess.

DB: It might be, that I call my brag book because I write things
that were pretty good.

RMM

This is quite a number of accomplishments here

DB: Class reunions are where people who have common interests get
together to see who’s falling apart, that company man
that is Johnson he was Cleveland Cliffs and he was
the interim president before Dr. Harden came here, but I don’t
think you. That’s the Dr. who I can’t remember the name.. If you
don’t mind



